Ordinary High Water Mark Information

Tom Nedland
Section Manager, Waterways Program
Wisconsin DNR

WISCONSIN
DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WIL.GOV



Ordinary High Water Mark Definition

...the point on the bank or shore up to which the presence and action
of the water is so continuous as to leave a distinct mark either by erosion,

destruction of terrestrial vegetation, or other easily recognized characteristic
— Wisconsin Supreme Court in Diana Shooting Club v. Husting (1914)
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Relevant Information

Waterway and Wetlands Handbook
* Describes considerations for determining the OHWM
 Waterways Program - ch _40.pdf - All Documents

Waterway Jurisdiction Determination Webpage
* Includes FAQs about navigable waterways and OHWM determinations
* Waterway Jurisdiction Determinations | | Wisconsin DNR

Third Party OHWM Determination Fact Sheet
* Describes data collection procedures for completing OHWM determinations
 Microsoft Word - Draft OHWM SOP 12 14.docx
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https://wigov.sharepoint.com/sites/dnr-tww/Final%20Guidance%20Documents/Forms/Structures%20and%20Deposits_GP%20documents.aspx?FolderCTID=0x01200010A0EBC220D02F4D8FBB0717332E6AC9&id=%2Fsites%2Fdnr%2Dtww%2FFinal%20Guidance%20Documents%2FHandbook%2Fch%5F40%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2Fdnr%2Dtww%2FFinal%20Guidance%20Documents%2FHandbook
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Waterways/general_info/ohwm.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/sites/default/files/topic/Waterways/Third_Party_OHWM_Det_Guidance_2024.pdf
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