
Confirm the context 

Agricultural Landscape  
Challenged by water quality issues 
Local interest / grassroots organiza�on 
Landowners willing to engage in voluntary restora�on 
Federal funding currently available for watershed projects - desire to move quickly 

** Related ques�on: Does this accurately capture the context? 

Public comment centered on length of �me and difficulty of permi�ng conserva�on prac�ces 
on agricultural land 
Various factors men�oned as poten�ally impac�ng the permi�ng process:  

1. Lack of clarity on which type of permit to apply for (exemp�on vs. GP or IP, and which 
permit(s) specifically) 

2. Completeness of project applica�on, and necessary back and forth if the applica�on is 
incomplete 

3. Necessary communica�on between department programs about project details or 
resource impacts 

4. Whether delinea�ons or determina�ons are required 
5. Uncertainty regarding SWDV mapping wetland layers and how they inform permit 

decisions 
6. Staff level of experience 
7. New and ongoing training 
8. General staff to caseload and necessary priori�za�on in light of statutory �me 

parameters for issuing decisions 
9. Lack of rela�onship b/w permi�ng staff and local county conserva�on officer or 

watershed organiza�on 
10. All this adds to the costs for the project in terms of regulatory coordina�on.  Concern for 

losing federal funds or grants for projects if they can’t be expended in �mely manner.  

** Related ques�on: Does this capture the factors discussed? 
** Related ques�on: Uncertain whether project proponents are unsa�sfied with ul�mate 
outcome (i.e., was permit process lengthy, but eventually issued? Or are these projects 
being denied?) 

Specific project types men�oned:  
Grassed waterway 
Wetland restora�on 
Wetland scrape 



Wetland crea�on (constructed) 
Other? 
Also men�oned: Drain �le repair within an iden�cal footprint and providing there’s a net 
environmental benefit to watershed 

** Related ques�on: Does this capture the types of projects/prac�ces for which there is 
concern?  Are there others?  
** Related issue: DNR recently updated its webpage 
(htps://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Wetlands/drainTile) with drain �le project informa�on.  
Complete drain �le project submitals that qualify for exis�ng exemp�ons or General Permits 
are processed most efficiently.  Project submitals that are incomplete or that require Individual 
Permits may involve back-and-forth to ensure they meet standards.  
 

Poten�al ques�ons for further considera�on:  
1. Are there next steps the WSC would like to consider for evalua�ng these topics?   
2. Is there overarching (non-specific) data related to these cases overall the council is interested 
in?  (“Lay of the land”) 
3. Does this ques�on grasp the heart of the issue? “What can be done to make the permi�ng 
process for conserva�on prac�ces in the agricultural landscape smoother and more efficient 
with results that deliver watershed benefits?” 
 

 


