
WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Private Water Advisory Council

Schmeeckle Reserve, Stevens Point, WI
April 15, 2024| DNR.WI.GOV



Meeting Agenda

1. Welcome and Introductions (5 min)

2. WGNHS Updates (Pete Chase) (30 min)

3. DNR Updates (60 min)

a. Field Expert Updates (Janowiak/ Scheunemann/Kadsdorf/Roanhouse)

i. Proposed Updates to PTWI Form – Greg Roanhouse

ii. Changes to Primary Enforcement Tracking – Adam Scheunemann

iii. Variance Feasibility Statement Clarification – Jim Kadsdorf

iv. Pump Installer Sample Tracking / Proposed Form Revisions – Steve Janowiak

b. Staffing Updates (Nessman/Steinke)

c. Compliance and Enforcement activities (Steinke/Nessman)

d. Rule Revisions (Nessman/ Gundrum)

4. Licensing & Continuing Education (15 min) (Gundrum)

a. First Quarter 2024 License & Registration Data

b. DNR Criteria for Continuing Education Approvals

5. New Business (15 min)

a. Tim Jenks agenda item requests:

i. Emergency Variances

ii. Problems with DNR Online Systems

6. Old Business

7. January 2024 Meeting Notes

8. Future Meeting Dates 

a. October 2024 – Location TBD

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/wells/PrivateWaterAdvisoryCouncil.html


WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS



UPDATES – PETE CHASE



DNR UPDATES
Field Expert Updates

Staffing Updates

Compliance & Enforcement Activities

Rule Revisions



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Property Transfer Workgroup Close-Out 
April 15, 2024| DNR.WI.GOV | Greg 
Roanhouse



Project Goals

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV

• Identify the most common questions and concerns 
about property transfer well inspections.

• Understand the Real Estate Broker Continuing Education 
Regions and Associations throughout the state.

• Create a PowerPoint presentation that can be presented 
to externals



Project Scope

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV

• Collect and Review property transfer questions and develop consistent 
statewide guidance to licensed well professionals.

• In addition to addressing questions from WDNR internals, gather 
questions and concerns from licensed professionals doing inspections 
within a property transfer.



Purpose

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV

• A significant portion of WDNR private water staff workload is a result 
of the real estate industry inquiring about technical issues associated 
with private wells .  Understanding WDNR’s role within a property 
transfer is important.

• Do to the continued growth in home sales and new employees 
starting in the real estate industry out reach to the real estate 
industry has been difficult.



Results / Deliverables

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV

• Create a PowerPoint presentation clarifying both technical questions 
and WDNR’s involvement during a property transfer.

• Identify an external platform to present the information.



Questions and Answers?



Presentation



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV

Wisconsin Realtor Associations 
16 Total



330-221 Property Transfer Form

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV



Next Steps

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV

• Continue to give presentation throughout the state to externals, and 
train internal specialist.

• Start gather gathering input from both internals and externals on 
the 330-221 form revision.



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Changes to Primary Enforcement Tracking  
April 15, 2024| DNR.WI.GOV | Adam Scheunemann



Project Goals

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV

• Improved documentation of primary enforcement 
actions

• Increased consistency in enforcement actions statewide
• Improved staff efficiency related to enforcement cases
• Increased communication of ongoing enforcement 

actions between regional staff
• Better documentation to provide for cases that progress 

to secondary enforcement



Project Scope

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV

• Determine tracking needs of the program
• Review available database technology
• Develop system to track all primary enforcement actions

• NON’s
• Email
• Onsite discussions



Results

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV

• Sharepoint based 
   tracking system



Results

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV



Results

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV



Next Steps

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV

• Database has been rolled out to the full field team as of March for 
testing

• Final round of edits mid-summer
• Roll out to Water Use and Public Water Programs
• Use results to guide potential continuing education topics



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Feasibility Statement Workgroup Close-Out 
April 15, 2024| DNR.WI.GOV | Jim Kasdorf



Introduction

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV

• Introduction
• Purpose
• Results / Deliverables
• Next Steps



Introduction

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV

• NR 812.43, variance requires stating the reason(s) code compliance is not 
feasible.

• Historically, feasibility statements too vague / omit stating why the code 
cannot be met.

• Omissions delay review process / increased level of effort.

• Feasibility statement improvements will clarify / complete applications.



Purpose

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV

• Evaluate / clarify feasibility statements requirements 
(applications & NAT system version) 

• Standardize context for feasibility statements

• Streamline variance review and approval process

• Support external and internal applicants



Results / Deliverables

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV

• A valid feasibility statement shall include:

• The correct section of code (i.e. 812.xx) 

• Brief quote / accurate paraphrase code section

• Brief statement, “why the code cannot be met” and

• Clearly describe the proposed well constriction



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV

Memo



Memo

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV

• November 2023, sent to WDs and PIs (updated, April 2024)
• Explains purpose and objectives
• Outlines benefits… 
• application completeness, consistency, review expediency, simplify

• Summarizes what Feasibility Statement must include
• NR 812 section(s), quote / paraphrase code, why code cannot be met, 

describe proposed well.

• Feasibility Statements meet NR 812.43 requirements
• Fill-in-the-blanks format / concept
• DNR cannot write the Feasibility Statements for applicants



Model Statements (No.1)

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV

• Basic Model: NR 812.xx states that, [“quote the code”, copy/paste from code, 

paraphrase] Compliance with this part of the code is not feasible because 

[applicant-supplied, state the reason(s)]. Therefore, we are proposing [applicant-

supplied, state general proposed well construction].

• Example: NR 812.08, Table A, says the distance between a well and a buried 

storm sewer shall be a minimum of 8 feet. The code cannot be met because it is a 

small lot and there are existing structures and no other location. Therefore, we 

propose to install the new well 6 feet from the storm sewer with a cement-

grouted annular space to 60 feet depth.



Model Statements (No.2)

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV

SWCDA Model: Per NR 812.12(3), Special Well Casing Depth Area [###] (DATE) requires well drillers or well 

constructors to install Xxx- feet of … [cement-grouted casing]. The known deep contaminants include [list compounds, 

depths]. The code requirement for Xxx- feet of cement grouted well casing cannot be met because… [list the reasons]. 

Therefore, we are recommending [list what the applicant is recommending/requesting.]

Example: Per NR 812.12(3), In 2004, DNR established Special Well Casing Depth Area for 
Outagamie and Winnebago counties which required that a well be cased and cement-
grouted to the Cambrian Sandstone to the depth of at least 320 feet. The known 
contaminant risk includes arsenic. The Option A requirement for shallow well option is 
not offered in this section, however, the Option A shallow well can be done in this area 
where it is possible. If the attempt to drill the Option A well does not produce sufficient 
water, then the deeper well must be installed. The DNR cannot guarantee water quality 
or quantity.



Model Statements (No.3)

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV

LF Model: NR 812.08, Table A, states that a 1,200-feet distance is required between a well 

and an active, proposed, or closed landfill, with the distance measured from the well to the 

nearest fill area of closed landfill, if known; or the property line. Compliance with this part 

of the code is not feasible because the entire property is within 1,200 feet of the fill area 

and the distance requirement cannot be met. Therefore, we are proposing/requesting that 

the well be installed Xxx-feet from the [state which - fill area/or property line].

Per DNR, most landfill variances will follow the same template because the explanation 

is almost always the same, distance setback. The approval letter will contain well depth 

requirements.



GovDelivery

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV



GovDelivery

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV

• Gov Delivery Notice (pending)
• Private Water Diligence / Work with customers
• Prescreen variance questions prior to submittal
• Gov Delivery / formal rollout



Next Steps

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV

• NAT Maintenance Updates
• Add / Modify Feasibility Statement Section (application and NAT)
• Add CO / RC to NAT Application
• Other NAT Application Updates 



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Pump Installer Sample Tracking / Proposed Form Revisions   
April 15, 2024| DNR.WI.GOV | Steve Janowiak











Staffing Update

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV

Jake Sedivy is now a Field Expert
• Pump Installing and Pump Work
• NR 812 Subchapter III

Stacy Steinke has accepted a new DNR position 
• Policy Analyst in Office of Agriculture & Water Quality



Compliance Inspection Data
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Compliance Inspection Data

2024 

January – March

Notifications (1,285 total)

   Purchased state well permits

Core Inspections (202 total)

   Wells inspected during construction

 172

    Inspected during pump installation 

 23

    Inspected during filling and sealing

 7

1,285 172
23

7

202

2024 Data (Jan-Mar)

Notifications (No Core Inspection) Inspection During Well Construction

Inspection During Pump Installation Filling & Sealing Inspection



Compliance Inspection Data
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Private Water Variances

2023 Variances Issued = 323

• Landfill Variances: 190

• Other Variances (setbacks, construction, etc.): 133

2024 Variances Issued (Jan-Mar) = 78

• Landfill Variances: 44

• Other Variances (setbacks, construction, etc.): 34



2024 Enforcement

January – March 2024

Primary Enforcement:

• Notice of Noncompliance (NON)

• Total NONs = 17 

• Field Staff = 1 

• Fry/Reporting = 16

Secondary Enforcement:

• Notice of Violation (NOV – Env. Enforcement)

• Total NOVs = 1



NR 146/812 Rule Revision
• DG-03-23 & DG-04-23 
• Advisory Committee has met three times
• We are compiling ideas and starting to write revisions
• Next meeting is April 30th at Schmeekle Reserve

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Wells/RuleRevisionAdvisoryCommittee.html

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Wells/RuleRevisionAdvisoryCommittee.html


NR 146/812 Rule Revision Meeting Outcomes

NR 146 Rule Revision Discussion Outcomes:
• Online processing of renewal applications

• Continuing Education Approval Criteria

• Business-related training to be accepted

• Code Compliance related training to be required

• Pump installer credit to be granted for training specific to water well drillers

• Continuing education attendance extension with late fee requirements

• Consensus on maintaining robust licensing requirements

• Pump Installer/Property Transfer Well Inspector experience requirements

• Pump Installer License Classification Codes

NR 812 Discussion Outcomes
• Definition of pump installing, and activities authorized by the pump installer license

• Pump installing sampling requirements (sample required when replacing a pressure tank??)



Private Water 
Advisory 
Council

Wisconsin 
DNR Updates

LICENSING
&

CONTINUING
EDUCATION



LICENSING DATA AS OF QTR 1 - 2024 



FIRST QTR 2024  LICENSING DATA



2025 CONTINUING EDUCATION APPROVAL CRITERIA

• Training specific to Water Well Drilling to be accepted for pump installer credit

• Business related training will be considered for all license types

• Credit for attendance to be limited to 1 or 2 hours each calendar year

• Examples of training topics that may be accepted for credit:

• Family Business Succession Planning

• Changing Industry Image from Well Digger to Groundwater Professional

• Understanding P&L

• How to Build a Better Drilling/Pump Installing Business

• Asset management

• Work Force Development

• Growing Business Through Search Engine Optimization

• Code compliance related training:

• Further discussion is needed on who, when and where and how

• Live/in-person presentations given by the DNR with opportunity for Q&A is preferred

• DNR availability for WWWA traveling sessions to be considered



Private Water Advisory Council

1.Old Business

2.New Business (if Time) – Emergency Variances and DNR 

system issues

3.Future Meeting Dates 

a.  October 2024 – Location TBD

b.  January 2025 - Kalahari
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