
Intro into Reporting

What information do we get? 

Where can we find it?

What does it mean?



Well Construction Reports

• Wells: Private, Noncommunity, Community/Municipal, Other-than-Municipal/Community, High 
Capacity, and non-potable

• Others: Heat Exchange drillholes, Anode drillholes

WCRs must be submitted electronically as of 01/01/2023.

Well Filling & Sealing Reports

Wells, drillhole/boreholes, and monitoring wells all can come in to us.

Water well reports must be submitted electronically as of 07/01/2016.

Sample Results

NR 812 required samples are reported to DNR

What reports do we receive?



Where can I find reports?
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Wells 

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Wells


How can I find them?
Our data is limited by what has been 

provided.

Remember: 
1) Try broad search parameters as older reports have less specific information

2) If they didn’t provide it, we can’t search by it



When 
can I 
view my 
report?



Lifecycle of Reports

WCR Submitted 
to DNR

(Day 0)

WCR reviewed 
by DNR  

(Day 1 - 45)

Many 
iterations

WCR Sent back 
to Contractor*

WCR Approved

(Day 1+)
Nightly 
Refresh

WCR available to 
view 

* Does not occur for every WCR

Well Construction Reports



Well Fill & Seal Reports

Report submitted (Day 0)

Compliance Review (Day 1-45)

Approve report (Day 1+)

Report Visible Online

Report may be 
sent back to 
contractor

Lifecycle of Reports



What makes a report take longer to get 
approved?

• Noncompliance with an approval or construction requirements
• Report approval is delayed until a required follow up action is 

issued through NON or NOV
• Note is added to report including date, letter type, issue, and 

required follow up

• More research needed
• Gray area of code
• Consults with Field Staff
• Locating approvals

• Review by other programs
• High Capacity Wells – Water Use
• WWTP, School Wells, Community Wells – Public Water 

Engineering



The Basics

1. Who owned it (at 
construction)

2. Who constructed it
3. When was it finished
4. Where is it
5. What came before it
6. Who/what uses it



What did they do?
A. Size of the drillhole

A. Gives diameter and depth intervals for each portion
B. How they drilled it

A. Which methods were used for different portions
C. What sort of casing and/or screen it has

A. Tells you the diameters, materials, and depths.
D. How they sealed the annular space

A. Tells you the material used, depths placed, and how 
much was used.

Annular space: space between casing and geology.



What did they 
encounter?

1. Geologies encountered
1. Descriptors and depths

2. Where water was encountered
1. Could be above or below ground

3. Test Pumping – Well production
4. Casing Height

1. Tells if well was developed, disinfected, and capped.
5. How and if the previous well was addressed

1. Filled and sealed, kept for backup, to be completed by 
another, etc.

6. Individuals responsible for construction
1. Overseeing well driller – Constructor/Supervisory Driller
2. Person that ran the rig (if different) – Drill Rig Operator



What else could there be?

A. Potential contamination sources and their distances from well
B. Notes/Comments

A. May include additional information about geology, grouting, drilling difficulties, or other information.
C. Variances (if present)

A. What it’s for, when it was issued, and why it was needed.
B. “Granted” flag not accurate for variances from 2020 to present (DWS artifact)
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