
WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

CODE REVISION UPDATES
STACY STEINKE



2020:
• Substantial revision

• Updated/clarified definitions, separation distances (current & 
historic tables created)

• Heat exchange drillholes moved to new section

• Subchapter II – Well Construction/Reconstruction rewrite

• Allow bentonite pellets as filling & sealing material for well <3” 
in diameter

• Simplify requirements to install treatment for bacterial without 
approval

• 2020 training on County Delegation webpage 

RECENT CODE REVISIONS



2022:

• Allows thermoplastic-cased wells terminating in non-
crystalline bedrock (sandstone, limestone/dolomite, shale)

• Cement grout now allowed for thermoplastic-cased wells.

• Use of clamp-on and bolt-on or bolt-through pitless 
adapter expanded.

2024:

• Industry driven change allows use of Type IL cement (in 
addition to Type I) for grouting, filling & sealing material

RECENT CODE REVISIONS



DIFFERENCES TO BE 
AWARE OF 

“Abandonment” 

vs 

“Filling & Sealing”

• NR 812 was updated to use 
the phrase “Filling & Sealing”

• NR 845 still refers to 
“abandonment”

• Both terms refer to the same 
activity



PIT:

•Below ground structure that may 
contain the well, pump, pressure 
tank, valves, etc.

• Includes pumprooms and alcoves 
adjoining a basement

DEFINITIONS TO KNOW



VALVE PIT:

• A pit that contains only piping and 
valves 

• Does not contain pressure tanks or 
wells

•Needs to be watertight, not 
connected to a sewer 

• Drained to permeable soil or the 
ground surface and not subject to 
flooding

DEFINITIONS TO KNOW



• Refer to fact sheet on basement wells for details and 
compliance flowchart

• Wells constructed in a basement after April 10, 1953 
or under a building that was constructed after July 
1951 are not compliant unless the well is located in a 
walkout basement or an alcove. 

• NR 812.42(2) - If building is constructed over a 
pit/alcove, it must meet basement well requirements.

BASEMENT WELLS



SCHOOL:

• Any elementary school or 
secondary school and any 
kindergarten or day care facility 

• Does not include athletic fields, 
school forests, environmental 
centers, home-based schools, and 
Sunday schools

• School wells need public water 
approval and therefore they would  
not get a county permit

DEFINITIONS TO KNOW



FLOODPLAIN, FLOODWAY & FLOODFRINGE:
• Definitions now align with NR116 Floodplain Management

POWTS COMPONENTS:
• Holding tank, mound system, etc. from POWTS definitions specified 

in §145.01(12)

SALVAGE YARD/JUNKYARD:
• Salvage yard/junkyard – since the terms are inter-changeable, the 

definition was combined to reduce confusion.

PRIVY:
• Defines BOTH pit privy (NOT watertight) and vault privy (watertight) 

as specified in (SPS 391.03(6) & (9)) and includes separate 
setback for each

DEFINITION CONSISTENCY



NEW (DNR Well Notification & County Permit):
• Newly constructed well

REPLACEMENT (DNR Well Notification & County Permit):
• Newly constructed well on a property that is intended to replace an 

existing well. The existing well must be filled and sealed if no longer 
in use. 

RECONSTRUCTION (County Permit):
• Modifying the original construction of an existing well. Includes but 

is not limited to deepening, lining, installing or replacing a screen, 
underreaming, hydrofracturing and blasting.

REHABILITATION (County Permit):
• Includes redevelopment, chemical conditioning and physical 

conditioning of an existing well.

WELL TERMINOLOGY & PERMITS



• Table A contains only 
current separation 
distances

•Historic separation 
distances are in Table E

WELL LOCATION & SEPARATION DISTANCES



WELL LOCATION & SEPARATION DISTANCES



Table E – Location NR 812.42(1)(a)

WELL LOCATION & SEPARATION DISTANCES



SANITARY BUILDING DRAIN
• All buried sanitary building drains have an 8-foot separation 

distance, regardless of pipe material. (previously 8’ - 25’)

SANITARY COLLECTOR SEWER
• All sanitary collector sewers have 25-foot separation distance, 

regardless of pipe size, material or # of living units (previously 25’ - 
50’)

WELL LOCATION & SEPARATION DISTANCES



MANURE SEWER ≤ 6” in diameter – 
25’

• All manure sewers > 6” in diameter 
have a 50-foot separation distance, 
regardless of pipe material or pressure 
(previously 25’ - 50’)

PRIVY – PIT - 50’

PRIVY – VAULT - 25’
• Clarifies and recognizes vault privy as 

different contaminant source than pit 
privy. 

WELL LOCATION & SEPARATION DISTANCES



WELL LOCATION & SEPARATION DISTANCES



ONGOING CODE REVISIONS 
NR 812 & NR 146

NR 146 – LICENSING & REGISTRATION:
• Last revision in 2016

• address prerequisite requirements for 
license eligibility

• provide for automated and efficient online 
license renewal 

• allow flexibility in continuing education 
attendance requirements

NR 812:
• Revisions focused on Subchapter III – Pump 

Installations – last substantial revision in 
1991

• Update for use of current technology

• Include provisions for growing non-electric 
community

• Use of bentonite chips as annular space 
seal & casing size of existing installations



•Many steps in the rulemaking 
process

•Plan to begin drafting code 
language this summer

•Several opportunities for public 
participation

•Process takes about 31 months

ONGOING CODE REVISIONS NR 812 & NR 146



WELL SAMPLE DATA & CONTAMINANTS





PRIVATE WATER PROGRAM
STATEWIDE COORDINATION

Sara Fry (Green Bay)  Reporting & Enforcement Coord. 920-360-2688

Bob Gundrum (Plymouth) Licensing Coordinator 920-946-1149

Aaron Kent (Eau Claire) Hydrogeologist Program Coord. 715-492-3751

FIELD STAFF

Steve Janowiak (Wisconsin Rapids) 

     Well Contamination and Response 
608-792-4672

Adam Scheunemann (Wisconsin Rapids)

     Field Enforcement and Inspections 
715-299-0587

Greg Roanhouse (Waukesha)

     Existing Installations & Property Transfer Well Inspections 
262-822-7730

Jim Kasdorf (Milwaukee) 

     Approvals, Variances, & Complex Well/Drillhole Situations 
715-579-9729

Jake Sedivy (Spooner) 715-416-3331

John Bowen (Baldwin) 715-797-2004

Tom Puchalski (Fitchburg) 608-386-8777

William Roberts (Rhinelander) 715-360-7297

Ben Degner (Green Bay) 608-419-7637  



DNR Private Water Section

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Wells

DNRWELLREPORT@wisconsin.gov

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Wells
mailto:DNRWELLREPORT@wisconsin.gov
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