
Waste and Materials 
Management Study Group
August 6, 2026



Agenda
Welcome, May notes 

New members and co-chair

DNR updates and potential PFAS subgroup

Non-landfill solid waste rule updates

Organics management policy priorities

Dane County food waste reduction projects update

Overview of Second Harvest food rescue efforts



Co-chair and new members

Study Group Charter
Membership and Structure: The WMM Study Group will: 
• Consist of 6 to 12 members representing a range of stakeholder 

viewpoints
• Consist of members appointed either as individuals or as 

representatives of an organization
• Be led by two elected chairpersons, with each serving a 2-year term



DNR W&MM Program updates

• Rulemaking:
• Non-LF (502, 526, 520) – public hearing next
• E-Cycle – NRB request next
• Haz Waste – writing and scope

• New landfill fees in Jan. 2027
• Clean Water Fund Program

• Intent to apply due this fall

• Madison DNR office move in October



Staffing Upcoming Meetings
• Council on Recycling – Sept. 11 
• Hold Oct. 8 for Solid Waste Interested Parties 

Meeting

• Drae Rogers has new position 
as Emerging Contaminants 
Hydrogeologist – current PFAS 
focus

• Cathryn Cox started 7/13 to 
implement the battery recycling 
program

• Haylee Kraker started 6/3 as 
organics management 
specialist

• Recruiting is slow. Top priorities 
are Regional Supervisor and 
Landfill Section Manager



PFAS legislation

• 10 staff hired throughout the agency 

• Top priority right now is developing grant program focused on 
sampling of private wells, schools, childcare facilities and biosolids

• Grants available to municipalities
• Developing application guidelines, sampling protocols, and data collection 

and governance policies

• More information: 
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/PFAS/PFASLaws.html

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/PFAS/PFASLaws.html


Implementation Input 
and Updates
• Submit questions and feedback

• https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LDL9DXY

• DNR.WI.GOV/Topic/PFAS
• Updates on implementation
• Sign up for GovDelivery updates

Submit questions and feedback

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LDL9DXY
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LDL9DXY


PFAS Law Subgroup?

• Purpose: Provide information and feedback to DNR regarding the 
implementation of grants and liability exemptions under 2025 WI 
Acts 200 and 201

• Draft plan

• Kate will send out an email to Study Group members 



Recent 
guidance 
and 
publications

https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/doclink/waext/wa2056.pdf
https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/doclink/waext/WA1619.pdf
https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/doclink/waext/WA1561.pdf
https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/doclink/waext/wa1001.pdf
https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/doclink/waext/wa1638.pdf


Battery legislation implementation

• New DNR staff member: Cathryn Cox
• Planning webinar with The Battery Network focused on potential 

collectors
• Working on webpage and fact sheet about new law
• Continuing battery outreach



E-Cycle WI electronics collection grants

• Up to $150,000 in funding; $5,000 per event or $15,000 per 
permanent site

• Priorities:
• Green Lake County
• Calumet, Crawford, Florence, Forest, Iowa, Iron, Jackson, Marquette, Price, 

Taylor counties
• Projects that offer free recycling to all county residents or reduce other 

barriers 
• Projects from October 2026 through December 2027
• Apply by Aug. 31, 5 p.m. CDT
• More information on collectors webpage

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Ecycle/Collectors.html#tabx3


Recycling Excellence Award nominations

• Nomination deadline Sept. 14
• Nominate in one of four 

categories:
• overall program
• projects and initiatives
• Innovation
• special events

• Winners announced around 
America Recycles Day



NLF Rule Updates
Casey Krausensky

Waste and Materials Management Study Group Meeting



Pre Rule Feedback 
Sessions

9/24-11/24

Scope Statement 
Work and 
Approvals

9/24-2/25

Rule Drafting
3/25-3/26

Draft Rule 
Approvals 

4/26-6/26

EIA Public 
Comments, Edits 

and Reviews
6/26-8/26

Draft Language 
Public Comments, 
Edits and Reviews

9/26-12/26

Rule Adoption by 
NRB and Governor

12/26-4/27

Rule Review by 
Legislature
5/27-1/28

Rule Effective
2/28



EIA public comments edits

• 11 external entities provided comments
• (some focused more on general rule than EIA)

• Internal comments also received 
• Changes underway but those focused on rule may be incorporated 

with the general rule comment period edits



Find out more…

• WA -14-24
Proposed Permanent Administrative Rules | | Wisconsin DNR

• Plain language analysis on pgs 4-11

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/news/input/ProposedPermanent


Expected changes include

• Reduced restrictions on size of containers for infectious waste
• Increased language flexibility for non haz chemo waste
• Increased notes and consistency between on-farm composting 

code and NR 151 and NRCS 318
• Removal of on farm cow manure from the materials that need a 

carbon cap when composting
• Removal of the requirement that material stored uncontainerized 

can’t absorb stormwater
• Improved clarity on what end of the day maintenance for 

processing facilities entails (site, not equipment)



Expected changes include

• Removal of language in composting code for a site to note 
unacceptable markets

• A new conditional exemption for grinding treated wood waste
• A time limit on how long an unused initial site inspection (ISI) 
• Reasons for acceptable storage
• Updates to the annual reporting requirements for SW processors 

and composters
• Modifications to the times when OFR can be required at compost 

sites



Expected changes include

• Removal of the new definition of a generator in PCB code
• Requires containerized storage to be covered even if non-

putrescible (if it can fit uncontainerized standards, cover not 
required)

• Requires stored waste to be protected from theft, vandalism and 
damage by weather



Upcoming dates

• 9/21/26 – 10/23/26
• Public comment period on draft rule language

• 10/15/26 at 1p.m.
• Public hearing on draft rule language



Casey Krausensky
Casey.Krausensky@wisconsin.gov

608-577-3643

mailto:Casey.Krausensky@wisconsin.gov


Wisconsin DNR organics 
management updates

Sarah Murray, DNR



EPA Solid Waste Infrastructure for Recycling 
(SWIFR) States and Territories Grant
• Objective: to reduce by half per-

capita food waste disposed of 
in Wisconsin landfills by 2030 
(from 2020 levels)

• Focus on education, 
infrastructure and measurement

• Round 1: October 2023-
September 2026

• Round 2: October 2026-
September 2029 



Highlights of remaining Round 1 work

Contract with Dane County and subcontractors to provide one-on-one food 
service technical assistance

Establish data collection plan and procedures to measure future outcomes

Continued outreach/technical assistance

Use Wisconsin Food Waste Evaluation and stakeholder input as basis for 
statewide high-level plan



SWIFR Round 2 focus areas

• Full-time DNR staff member to 
lead statewide outreach and 
technical assistance, policy 
development, other project 
activities

• Continued focus on residential 
and food service sectors

• Increase outreach
• Development of tools/resources to 

facilitate food waste diversion along 
EPA Wasted Food Scale

• Potential funding to establish food 
service composting/AD programs



Input on DNR organics priorities

• Which areas/topics would you like to see the DNR prioritize? 
Suggestions or contacts we could use to accomplish these?

• Increasing public awareness of food waste and alternatives to landfilling
• Facilitating efforts to increase adoption of home composting or community 

composting efforts
• Providing data and tools to help others with food waste prevention and 

reduction efforts
• Providing more technical assistance/resources to help the food service 

sector reduce food waste
• Facilitating conversations about future rule/legislative changes (e.g., 

requirements or funding that would mandate more food waste diversion or 
improve diversion infrastructure) 



Study Group next steps on organics

• Other speakers/topics you would like to see featured at upcoming 
meetings?

• Interest in subcommittee to explore policy changes?
• Other ways this group would like to contribute to food waste 

prevention and reduction?



Sarah Murray, Recycling and Solid 
Waste Section Manager

Sarah.murray@wisconsin.gov, 608-234-0533

mailto:Sarah.murray@wisconsin.gov
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