Lower Fox River Basin Volunteer Monitoring Fact Sheet

In 2012, the U.S Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) approved the Lower Fox River Total Maximum Daily
Load (TMDL). The TMDL identifies the need for pollutant reductions in waterbodies throughout the basin to
meet water quality standards. There are 27 stream segments in the Lower Fox basin listed as impaired due to
excess phosphorus and/or sediment loading.

Phosphorus is an essential nutrient for plant growth, but can have detrimental effects on lakes, rivers, and
streams when excessive amounts are introduced to these systems. Common forms of pollutant delivery in
these systems include surface runoff from urban and agricultural areas and discharges from wastewater
treatment facilities, industrial businesses, and farms. Excess phosphorus in a river system can create harmful
algal blooms during the summer months which impact human, plant, and animal life.

In 2015, the Lower Fox River Volunteer Monitoring Program began to help achieve the monitoring goals
outlined in the TMDL. There are 20 stream monitoring locations total across 16 tributary streams which are
monitored by citizen volunteers. Volunteers are relied upon to collect surface water samples following WDNR
protocol on a monthly basis between the months of May and October. Water samples are shipped to the
State Lab of Hygiene in Madison and are analyzed for Total Phosphorus, Total Suspended Solids, and Total
Nitrogen.

Lower Fox Basin Facts:
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» Includes 4 counties (Brown, RierStoams

Outagamie, Calumet,
Winnebago) and Oneida
Tribal Land
27 impaired waterbody
segments
Approx. 300 farms
29 MS4s*
32 Dischargers

o 14 municipal

o 18 industrial

Want to get involved or
have questions? Contact:

5 Miles

Katherine Rynish
Water Resource Management Specialist
Natural Resource Program Coordinator

Phone: (920) 296-5126
Email: Katherine.Rynish@wisconsin.gov

See backside for exact sample locations.

*MS4s - municipal separate storm sewer system; municipalities with WPDES permits for stormwater management.
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*SWIMS — Surface Water Integrated Monitoring System; a Wisconsin DNR information system that holds chemistry
(water, sediment), physical, and biological (macroinvertebrate, aquatic invasive species) surface water data.

More information can be found at:

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/TMDLs/LowerFox/VolunteerMonitoring.html
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