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Battery Management Specialist!

DNRBatteries@wisconsin.gov

Cathryn Cox, B.A. Environmental Policy & Planning, The University of Iowa

New position to implement upcoming battery recycling program

DNRBatteries@wisconsin.gov

Please contact!

mailto:DNRBatteries@wisconsin.gov


Quick overview of new battery recycling law

• 2025 Wisconsin Act 170/171, 
signed into law April 2, 2026

• Requires producers of portable 
and medium-format batteries to 
join a battery stewardship 
organization and submit a plan to 
the DNR for a free statewide 
battery collection and recycling 
program
• s. 287.175, Wisc. Stats.

• Disposal ban on these covered 
battery types beginning Jan. 1, 
2028

• Covered batteries include:
• Primary (single-use) and rechargeable batteries 

weighing up to 25 pounds or with a rating of 2,000 
watt-hours or less

• Examples:
• Common household button cell, AA, AAA, C, D, 9-volt 

batteries

• Batteries used in small electronics, power tools, 
vacuums and other small appliances, lawn equipment, 
e-bikes and scooters, etc.

• Not included:
• Batteries >25 pounds or 2000 watt-hours

• Lead-acid vehicle batteries and other wet cell 
batteries

• Batteries in medical devices not designed or 
marketed for sale or resale

• Electronics eligible for recycling through E-Cycle 
Wisconsin

• Embedded or non-removable batteries

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/287/ii/175
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/287/ii/175


Implementation update

• The Battery Network (formerly 
Call2Recycle) intends to operate as 
Wisconsin’s battery stewardship 
organization

• Must submit a battery stewardship plan 
by Jan. 1st, 2027

• The DNR and The Battery Network will 
be hosting an information session on 
Sep. 14th Link to register

https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/e4d7d1f4-a85f-4315-8354-c0d115cfe693@f4e2d11c-fae4-453b-b6c0-2964663779aa?source=copyLinkLegacyShareLinkDialog


Battery law implementation timeline

We are here!

Battery producers must join 
stewardship organization; 
battery stewardship plan due 
to DNR

Jan. 1, 2027

Battery disposal ban takes 
effect

Jan. 1, 2028

Convenience standard takes 
full effect

Dec. 31, 2028

Battery chemistry labeling 
requirements take effect

Jan. 1, 2029

First battery plan report due

June 1, 2029



Other battery updates

• Updated household battery guides 
in English and Spanish
• On the DNR’s Proper Handling of 

Used Batteries webpage

• Upcoming webpage with 
information about the battery law
• Overview of law and key dates

• Information for producers, 
collectors, consumers

• Links to The Battery Network

• Continuing outreach

English

Spanish

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Recycling/batteries.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Recycling/batteries.html
https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/doclink/waext/WA1621.pdf
https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/doclink/waext/WA2007.pdf


Resources

• Upcoming battery law webinar
• Please register if you would like 

to attend!

• DNR’s Proper Handling of Used 
Batteries webpage
• Includes Household Battery 

Recycling guides

• EPA Battery Collection Best 
Practices Toolkit
• Fire prevention, storage, 

transportation, education, etc.

DNRBatteries@wisconsin.gov

Webinar Registration Link:

https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/e4d7d1f4-a85f-4315-8354-c0d115cfe693@f4e2d11c-fae4-453b-b6c0-2964663779aa?source=copyLinkLegacyShareLinkDialog
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/e4d7d1f4-a85f-4315-8354-c0d115cfe693@f4e2d11c-fae4-453b-b6c0-2964663779aa?source=copyLinkLegacyShareLinkDialog
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Recycling/batteries.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Recycling/batteries.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Recycling/batteries.html
https://www.epa.gov/electronics-batteries-management/battery-collection-best-practices-toolkit
https://www.epa.gov/electronics-batteries-management/battery-collection-best-practices-toolkit
https://www.epa.gov/electronics-batteries-management/battery-collection-best-practices-toolkit
mailto:DNRBatteries@wisconsin.gov


Cathryn Cox
Battery Management Specialist

Cathryn.Cox@wisconsin.gov

608-225-2613

mailto:cathryn.cox@wisconsin.gov
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