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Rulemaking goals (changes to ch. NR 530)

Reflect changes to s. 
287.17, Wis. Stats., 
from 2023 Wisconsin 
Act 108 
(manufacturer targets 
and shortfall fees)

1
Clarify collector 
reporting and 
recordkeeping 
requirements to 
address frequent 
problems

2
Consider whether 
additional battery-
containing devices 
could be recycled 
under E-Cycle 
Wisconsin

3



Manufacturer target calculation process

Overall target based 
on weight collected 2 
program years earlier 
(e.g., target for 2026 
based on 2024 weight 
collected)

1
Calculate each 
manufacturer’s 
market share %

2
Multiply market 
share % by overall 
target weight

3
Provide each 
manufacturer with 
target weight for next 
year by Aug. 1 
(e.g., 2026 targets 
provided by Aug. 1, 
2025)

4



Proposed changes to address target 
formula implementation challenges
• Clarify requirements for manufacturers that come into compliance 

during a program year to ensure they receive a recycling target if 
warranted

• Outline procedures for when to re-calculate other remanufacturers’ 
targets based on data revisions or new registrations



Manufacturer shortfall fees

• Automatically assessed if 
weight recycled is less than 
target

• 30, 40 or 50  cents/pound 
depending on how close to target

• Provision in statute to request a 
waiver from paying the fee

• No requests before 2021

• Guidance published in 2023

https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/doclink/waext/wa2022.pdf


Formalizing shortfall fee waiver process

• Goals: ensure a level playing filed, provide flexibility (especially for 
unexpected scenarios)

• Minimum requirements for shortfall fee waiver request to be 
submitted

• Minimum requirements and options for demonstrating good faith 
progress

• Criteria for DNR review of requests



Covered vs. eligible devices

Covered devices require a manufacturer to register the devices 
they sell to WI households or K-12 schools. All covered devices 
are also eligible devices. Can only by changed in statute.

Eligible devices are a larger set of devices that can be collected 
and recycled to count toward manufacturers’ recycling targets. 
Can be changed In statute or by rule.



Electronics eligible under 
E-Cycle Wisconsin

• Cellphones, other phones with a video display and battery-
operated phone accessories (added 2023)

• Computers (desktop, laptop and netbook computers)

• Desktop printers, 3D printers and fax machines

• Computer monitors

• Other computer accessories (e.g., keyboards, mice, speakers, 
external hard drives)

• Tablets and e-readers

• TVs

• DVD players, VCRs and other video players 

• Other TV/monitor accessories (added 2024)

• Video game consoles

• Battery-operated video game components and portable hand-held 
gaming devices (added 2023)



Key devices NOT currently included under E-
Cycle Wisconsin

Lawn 
equipment

Mobility devices 
(e-bikes, e-

scooters, etc.)
Power tools

Toys Vaping devices
Small 

appliances



Goals for adding eligible devices

Capture battery-containing devices that are similar to current 
eligible devices

Ensure registered recyclers can handle any added devices

Make it easier for consumers to recycle these devices and keep 
them out of recycling/trash bins



Proposed additional eligible devices

• Digital cameras
• Digital music players
• Radios
• Walkie-talkies or similar hand-held communication devices
• A wearable device with internet connectivity, such as a fitness 

tracker or smart watch, that is operated by a battery. This does not 
include a medical device inserted into the skin or an electronic 
device that is embedded in textiles or another wearable product 
and that is not easily removable from that product. 



Rulemaking timeline

Summer/fall 
2025:

Drafting rule 
language

September 
2025:

Share rule 
concepts for 

informal 
stakeholder 

feedback

Spring 2026:
Formal comment 

periods 
economic impact 

analysis and 
proposed rule

Fall 2026: 
Adoption by 

Natural 
Resources Board 

Winter 2027: 
Legislative review

Summer 2027: 
Anticipated 

effective date



Sarah Murray
Recycling and Solid Waste Section 

Manager

Sarah.murray@wisconsin.gov, 608-234-0533
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