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Recycling Rule Revision Timeline

Scope Statement drafting

Late 2021

Natural Resources Board 
approves Scope Statement 

June 2022

Rule drafting

June 2022 –
July 2023

Economic impact/public 
hearings 

Aug. 2023 –
Jan. 2024

NRB/Governor approval 

Spring 2024

Legislative review 

Jan.–Mar. 2025

Rule becomes effective

1 July 2025



What does 
recycling code 
revision NOT 
cover?

How Responsible Units (RUs) are defined 
(each local government, unless alternative RU established)

Which materials are banned from landfill 
disposal and which materials RUs are 
required to provide collection for

How the recycling grant is distributed and 
due date of recycling grant application

Above items are defined in statute, Ch. 287, Wis. Stats.



Changes for MRFs
• Owner financial responsibility (OFR) for MRFs (starting in June 2027)

• MRFs operating at 5,000 tons or more/year
• 12% (of total non-commercial incoming weight) minimum glass recycling rate 
• 20% maximum residual rate
• Changes to the annual MRF self certification
• New self certification of operation – due 12/28 and when changes are made
• Provide RUs/haulers info on acceptable materials annually, review contracted 

RU education w/in 60 days of request, specify MRF education pubs are for X 
facility and as of X date

• Short-term (less than 48 hours) and long-term (48 hours or more) contingency 
plans

• Outdoor storage of unbaled materials that contain paper, cardboard and 
plastic must be in a bunker or similar



Changes for Haulers

• Requires containers used for collection of recyclables to be clearly 
labeled. 

• Requires haulers to provide residential recycling tonnage data to 
RUs by Feb. 1 each year. Data must include the name of the 
MRF(s) used to process the materials. 

• Requires haulers to notify RUs when a new MRF is used.



MRF & Hauler Implementation Resources

• Recycling Rule Revision: Changes for MRFs [PDF] 
• Recycling Rule Revision: Changes for MRFs Aug. 26 Webinar 

Recording
• Owner Financial Responsibility: Guidance and Planning doc for 

MRFs (spring ‘26)
• Recycling Rule Revision: Changes for Haulers [PDF]
• Map of WI RUs (with RU contact information)
• List of RUs by county or tribe (with RU contact information)

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/sites/default/files/topic/Recycling/RecyclingRuleMRFChangesFactSheet.pdf
https://widnr.widen.net/s/svqwhjkcxh/wa20250826_mrfruleinfo
https://widnr.widen.net/s/svqwhjkcxh/wa20250826_mrfruleinfo
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/sites/default/files/topic/Recycling/RecyclingRuleHaulerChangesFactSheet.pdf
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/e2a75fccdc834fd5be13acd9fede067f
https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/wmmps/ShellReportViewer.aspx?RID=69


Recycling Rule – Responsible Units (RUs)

• RU Education
• Requires review/distribution annually
• Adds oil filters/absorbents, batteries and food waste/compost
• Free educational resources from DNR

• RU Collection
• If only monthly curbside, access to a drop-off
• If only individual subscription, modify ordinance & compliance assurance plan
• Eliminates pounds/person collection standard

• Multi-family “Adequate” Recycling
• Providing adequate recycling services to multi-family properties must include an equal or 

greater ratio of recycling containers to trash containers and one of the following: 
• minimum total volume of recycling provided is 20 gallons/week per dwelling unit;
• ratio of trash container volume to recycling container volume is at most 2:1; or
• an alternative method which does not result in recyclable container overflow between collection.



RU Resources

• Recycling Ordinance Template (RUs encouraged to use template)
• Recycling Rule Revision: Changes for Responsible Units [PDF]
• Recycling Rule Revision: Changes for Responsible Units July 15 

Webinar Recording
• Presentation - Recycling Rule Revision: Changes for Responsible 

Units (July 15 webinar slides)
• Recycling education and outreach | | Wisconsin DNR

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/sites/default/files/topic/Recycling/SampleRecyclingOrdinance.pdf
https://widnr.widen.net/s/gd2kjkbqmm/wa_20250715_recyclingruleruwebinarrecording
https://widnr.widen.net/s/gd2kjkbqmm/wa_20250715_recyclingruleruwebinarrecording
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/sites/default/files/topic/Recycling/RecyclingRuleWebinarSlides.pdf
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/sites/default/files/topic/Recycling/RecyclingRuleWebinarSlides.pdf
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Recycling/Outreach.html


Free DNR Printed Publications

https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/doclink/waext/wa1785.pdf
https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/doclink/waext/wa072.pdf
https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/doclink/waext/WA1621.pdf
https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/doclink/waext/wa1501.pdf
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/waste/residentialfoodwaste.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/waste/residentialfoodwaste.html


PSAs and social media



DNR Education Resources
Key webpages
• Recycling motor oil, oil filters and other 

automotive products
• Proper handling of used batteries
• Electronics recycling information for local 

governments
• Reducing Food Waste at Home
• Composting in Wisconsin
• RUs can simply link to DNR pages above to 

meet new education requirements for oil 
filters/absorbents, batteries and food 
waste/compost.

• Subscribe to Recycling Updates, Organics 
Management News and E-Cycle Wisconsin 
Updates for content you can borrow

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Recycling/oil.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Recycling/oil.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Recycling/batteries.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Ecycle/government.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Ecycle/government.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/waste/residentialfoodwaste.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Recycling/Compost.html


Learn more

• Resources for RUs 
• Summary doc, webinar recording, ordinance template

• Resources for MRFs
• Summary doc, webinar recording, MRF Stakeholder meeting materials

• Resources for Haulers
• Summary doc, map of RUs, list of RU contacts by county or tribe

• Summary of All Recycling Rule Changes
• Recycling Rule Revision Complete Text
• NR 544 (Wisconsin’s Recycling Rule/Administrative Code)

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Recycling/MRF.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Waste/SWHaulers.html
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/register/2025/834B/register/final/cr_23_065_rule_text/cr_23_065_rule_text
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/nr/500/544/05


Questions?
Jennifer Semrau

Waste Reduction & Diversion Coordinator
Jennifer.Semrau@wisconsin.gov

608-381-0960
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