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DNR Updates

• Staffing

• Hot Projects

• Recycling Administrative Code Revision

• Household Recycling Survey

• Recycling Markets

• OCC Options



Recycling Administrative Code Revision

Primarily NR 544, Effective Recycling Programs

• Responsible Units of Recycling (RUs)

• Material Recovery Facilities (MRFs)

Additional codes as it pertains to recycling

• NR 500 – Definitions

• NR 502 – Haulers of Solid Waste and Recycling

• NR 520 – Owner Financial Responsibility

• NR 542 – Recycling Grants (to Responsible Units)



Areas of Potential Revision

RUs

• Operational 
requirements

• Enforcement 

• Reporting 

• Variances for effective 
recycling programs

MRFs

• Operational 
requirements 

• Reporting

• Glass beneficial reuse 

• Owner financial 
responsibility



Areas of 
Potential 
Revision (cont.)

• RU collection 
standard 

• Multi-family 
“adequate” recycling

• Food waste 
reduction education









Material
Pounds of Annual 

Generation

Percent of 

Generation

Cardboard 120 15.8%

Mixed Paper 277 36.6%

Aseptic & Gabletop Containers 7 0.9%

PET Bottles 55 7.2%

Non-bottle PET 12 1.6%

HDPE Natural Bottles & Jars 12 1.5%

HDPE Colored Bottles & Jars 16 2.1%

Non-bottle HDPE Containers 2 0.2%

Polypropylene Containers 20 1.7%

Other Plastic Containers (#3,4,6,7) 13 2.6%

Bulky Rigid Plastics 24 3.2%

Glass Containers 150 19.8%

Steel Cans 22 2.9%

Aluminum Cans 22 2.9%

Aluminum Foil & Trays 7 0.9%

Total Pounds/HH 757 100%

Average Generation per Single Family Household per Year



Plastics Since 2017: $/lb.
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Metals Since 2017: $/lb.
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Fiber Since 2017: $/Ton

-50.00

0.00

50.00

100.00

150.00

200.00

J
a

n
-1

7

M
a

r-
1
7

M
a

y
-1

7

J
u

l-
1
7

S
e

p
-1

7

N
o

v
-1

7

J
a

n
-1

8

M
a

r-
1
8

M
a

y
-1

8

J
u

l-
1
8

S
e

p
-1

8

N
o

v
-1

8

J
a

n
-1

9

M
a

r-
1
9

M
a

y
-1

9

J
u

l-
1
9

S
e

p
-1

9

N
o

v
-1

9

J
a

n
-2

0

M
a

r-
2
0

M
a

y
-2

0

J
u

l-
2
0

S
e

p
-2

0

N
o

v
-2

0

J
a

n
-2

1

M
a

r-
2
1

M
a

y
-2

1

J
u

l-
2
1

S
e

p
-2

1

N
o

v
-2

1

J
a

n
-2

2

M
a

r-
2
2

M
a

y
-2

2

J
u

l-
2
2

S
e

p
-2

2

OCC Mixed Paper



Commodity
% of Outbound Materials

(Partnership’s National Average)

Price / Ton

(Sept 2022)

Weighted Value in 

Commingled Ton

Cardboard 19.50% $78.75 $15.36 

Mixed Paper 37.50% $17.75 $6.66 

Cartons/Aseptics 0.10% $2.50 $0.00 

Aluminum Cans 1.30% $1,466.20 $19.06 

Steel Cans 1.80% $188.44 $3.39 

Glass 18.80% ($25.31) ($4.76)

PET 3.90% $150.60 $5.87 

HDPE Natural 0.90% $793.80 $7.14 

HDPE Colored 1.00% $126.80 $1.27 

3-7 Plastics 1.10% $21.20 $0.23 

Mixed Rigid Plastics 0.40% $71.20 $0.28 

Residue 13.7% ($70.00) ($9.59)

Total 100.00% $44.92 

Processing Cost: $75.00 

Today’s Net Value Profit (Loss) ($30.08)

The Commingled Ton:

An Illustration of Material Value and Costs from the MRF Perspective



The Commingled Ton Since 2017
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The Commingled Ton Since 2010
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For illustration only, current materials mix



Market Themes

• Demand for recovered materials generally high

• Lots of investment in domestic capacity since 
National Sword

• Recycled content goals being taken seriously by 
brand-owners

• Communities should make the connection to 
circular economy, but still need to think of 
recycling as a public service first 

17



Slow Moving OCC Options

• Outdoor on-site storage
• Update MRF self-certification for outside storage 

• Stormwater permit

• Control of litter and maintaining marketability 

• Avoid litter, nuisance conditions

• Maintain marketability

• off-site storage NR 502.05(3)(j), Wis. Adm. Code 
• Size, time, environmental controls, location

• Maintain marketability



Slow Moving OCC Options – SSCM Compost?



Slow Moving OCC Options – SSCM Compost?

• On farm sites (no DNR list)



Questions?

Casey Lamensky

Solid Waste Coordinator

Casey.Lamensky@wisconsin.gov

608-577-3643

Jennifer Semrau

Waste Reduction & Diversion Coordinator

Jennifer.Semrau@wisconsin.gov

608-381-0960

mailto:Casey.Lamensky@wisconsin.gov
mailto:Jennifer.Semrau@wisconsin.gov

