
March 7, 2025

Wisconsin Council on Recycling 
Update: Wisconsin’s Initiative for Food Waste Management



DNR 2020-2021 Statewide Waste Characterization Study 

*In MSW



2023 Estimated Food Waste in MSW

• 4,473,700 tons of MSW disposed in Wisconsin landfills in 2023*

• Assuming that the composition of the waste disposed is similar to the 2020-2021 
study, approximate volume of food related waste disposed in Wisconsin landfills: 

• 649,000 tons of wasted food
• 268,000 tons of food scraps 

*https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Landfills/Fees.html 

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Landfills/Fees.html


Updates on EPA SWIFR Grant Related Activity 

• Progress continues with contractor on the Wisconsin Food Waste Management Evaluation Plan

• Research, surveys and plan development underway with HDR  
• Plan due by July 2025

• “Composting at Corrections Peer Network” group is forming. 
• Goal is to share BMPs and to provide regulatory support when needed to Wisconsin Dept of 

Correction Facilities 
• Open to any facility interested, meets virtually

• Request for Proposal for a non-regulatory technical assistance contractor is being drafted.  
 



Communications & Outreach Examples

• Fact Sheet: Composting Food Waste and Other Source-Separated Materials at Yard 
Residuals Facilities, PUB-WA-2046

• “Organics Management News” e-newsletter with goal to provide resources for 
municipalities, food waste generators, and organics recyclers on food waste prevention and 
recycling.  Subscribe here. 

• Reducing food waste & recycling webpages are being updated with new resources and 
expanding to include additional sectors beyond residential sector.   

https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/doclink/waext/WA2046.pdf
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Recycling/Compost.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/waste/residentialfoodwaste.html


New Resources 

• Harvard Food Law & Policy Clinic & Divert, 
December 2024 

• U.S. Food Waste Legislative Tracker

• EPA, January 2025

• Environmental Value of Applying Compost

• Quantifying Methane Emissions from Landfilled 
Food Waste: Report & Calculator 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sU_r0MLaO4Nqx3HAJXqkOh1XabYkzRm5Zo9zsB2ZMxM/edit?gid=1702791895#gid=1702791895
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-01/environmental-value-of-applying-compost.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/land-research/quantifying-methane-emissions-landfilled-food-waste
https://www.epa.gov/land-research/quantifying-methane-emissions-landfilled-food-waste


ReFED: 2025 U.S. Food Waste Report

https://refed.org/downloads/refed-us-food-waste-report-2025.pdf


Ruth O’Donnell 

Organics Waste Management Specialist

Ruth.Odonnell@wisconsin.gov
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