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Overview

• Scope included NR 500, 502, 520, 542, 544

• Focus today on RU Revisions

• Additional changes for MRFs, haulers, transfer and storage 
facilities

• Slides represent summary of revisions. To view complete rule 
revision go to Wisconsin Legislature: CR 23-065 Rule Text.

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/register/2025/834B/register/final/cr_23_065_rule_text/cr_23_065_rule_text


Rule Revision Timeline

Scope Statement drafting

Late 2021

Natural Resources Board 
approves Scope Statement 

June 2022

Rule drafting

June 2022 –
July 2023

Economic impact/public 
hearings 

Aug. 2023 –
Jan. 2024

NRB/Governor approval 

Spring 2024

Legislative review 

Jan.–Mar. 2025

Rule becomes effective

1 July 2025

May 2023

RU Feedback 

Session



What does 
recycling code 
revision NOT 
cover?

How Responsible Units (RUs) are defined 

(each local government, unless alternative RU established)

Which materials are banned from landfill 
disposal and which materials RUs are 
required to provide collection for

How the recycling grant is distributed and 
due date of recycling grant application

Above items are defined in statute, Ch. 287, Wis. Stats.



RU Education 

• Prior – RUs required to have an education program addressing lead 
acid batteries, major appliances, oil, yard waste, tires, cans/bottles 
paper/cardboard, for residential, multi-family and non-residential 
properties. 2009 electronics law added electronics.

• New – Clarifications/Additions 

• Review education for accuracy and distribute annually

• Add oil filters/absorbents, batteries and food waste/compost

• Eliminate requirements for “program start up” and “consumer and youth 
education”



RU Education 

• Goals
• Ensure recycling information is accurate and up-to-date; reduce 

contamination rates at MRFs. 

• Reduce fires in trucks and facilities from improperly disposed batteries

• Reduce the amount of food waste, yard waste and other organic materials 
going to landfills (food waste comprises over 20% of landfilled waste).

• Additional Details 
• RUs should review website or printed materials for accuracy each year; 

could use your MRF as a resource.

• Free resources at Recycling education and outreach | | Wisconsin DNR

• RUs do NOT need to collect or create programs for oil filters and 
absorbents or batteries, reducing food waste, or composting.

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Recycling/Outreach.html


DNR Education Resources

https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/doclink/waext/wa1785.pdf
https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/doclink/waext/wa072.pdf
https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/doclink/waext/WA1621.pdf
https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/doclink/waext/wa1501.pdf
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/waste/residentialfoodwaste.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/waste/residentialfoodwaste.html


DNR Education Resources

Key webpages

• Recycling motor oil, oil filters and other automotive products | | 
Wisconsin DNR

• Proper handling of used batteries | | Wisconsin DNR

• Reducing Food Waste at Home | | Wisconsin DNR

• Composting in Wisconsin | | Wisconsin DNR

• RUs can simply link to DNR pages above to meet new education 
requirements for oil filters/absorbents, batteries and food 
waste/compost.

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Recycling/oil.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Recycling/oil.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Recycling/batteries.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/waste/residentialfoodwaste.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Recycling/Compost.html


Collection Requirements

• Prior – RUs with population of 5,000 or more, curbside collection at 
least monthly; RUs with population of less than 5,000 provide drop-
off open at least 2 days/month for 5 hours/day (min. 10 hrs/mon)

• New - Clarifications/Additions 

• If minimum monthly collection, must provide access to a drop-off

• If RU opts to direct individual residents to contract directly with a hauler for 
collection of recyclables it must modify its recycling ordinance and 
compliance assurance plan to reflect this requirement and collect recycling 
tonnage data

• Eliminate specified pounds/person collection standard



Collection Requirements

• Goals

• Ensure sufficient/overflow recycling access

• Ensure all residents are recycling in individual subscription situations; 
increase RU oversight

• Replace stagnant collection standards with goals to improve diversion

• Additional Details

• Drop-off access could be in another community or at a private location

• RUs will still provide tonnage data in RU annual report

• Grant funding amount is NOT directly tied to tonnage collected or meeting 
collection standard (RU must have “effective recycling program”).



Recycling Ordinance Modifications:
Multi-Family Recycling

• Prior - Multi-family properties need to provide “adequate, separate 
containers” for recycling. No additional detail on “adequate.”

• New – Clarifications/Additions

• Providing adequate recycling services to multi-family properties must 
include an equal or greater ratio of recycling containers to trash containers 
and one of the following: 

• minimum total volume of recycling provided is 20 gallons/week per dwelling unit;

• ratio of trash container volume to recycling container volume is at most 2:1; or

• an alternative method which does not result in recyclable container overflow 
between collection.



Recycling Ordinance Modifications:
Multi-Family Recycling

• Goals

• Reduce RU challenges with enforcing ordinance

• Reduce confusion at some multi-family properties

• Increase recycling access at multi-family properties

• Additional Details

• RUs will need to modify their recycling ordinance. DNR has new recycling 
ordinance template. RUs strongly encouraged to use template.

• Email new recycling ordinances to DNRRecycling@wisconsin.gov. 

• RUs will not be required to proactively enforce (do not need to notify multi-
family properties).

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/sites/default/files/topic/Recycling/SampleRecyclingOrdinance.pdf
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/sites/default/files/topic/Recycling/SampleRecyclingOrdinance.pdf
mailto:DNRRecycling@wisconsin.gov


Recycling Ordinance Modifications:
Non-Residential Recycling

• Prior – Non-residential properties need to provide “adequate, 
separate containers” for recycling. No additional detail on 
“adequate.”

• New – Clarifications/Additions

• Providing adequate recycling services to non-residential properties requires 
that the total volume of recycling containers be sufficient to avoid overflow 
during the time period between collection of materials and delivery to a 
recycling facility.



Recycling Ordinance Modifications:
Non-Residential Recycling

• Goals

• Ensure sufficient recycling access/volumes at non-residential properties

• Additional Details
• Non-residential properties vary significantly in recycling generation. 

Therefore, “adequate” could not be as specifically described as for multi-
family residences. 

• RUs will need to modify their recycling ordinance. DNR has new recycling 
ordinance template. RUs strongly encouraged to use template.

• Email new recycling ordinances to DNRRecycling@wisconsin.gov. 

• RUs will not be required to proactively enforce (do not need to notify non-
residential properties).

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/sites/default/files/topic/Recycling/SampleRecyclingOrdinance.pdf
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/sites/default/files/topic/Recycling/SampleRecyclingOrdinance.pdf
mailto:DNRRecycling@wisconsin.gov


Multi-Family & Non-Residential Tenant 
Notification Requirements

• Prior – Multi-family and non-residential properties required to 
provide written notification to tenants upon leasing and at least 
semi-annually thereafter of recycling program.

• New – Clarifications/Additions

• Reduced notification requirements. Notification will no longer need to 
include reasons to reduce and recycle waste or specific details (hours of 
operation, contact person, address and phone number) for locations that 
accept recyclable materials not collected on-site.



Multi-Family & Non-Residential Tenant 
Notification Requirements

• Goals

• Focus notification requirements on how to properly recycle on-site

• Reduce properties need to keep up to date information on off-site recycling

• Additional Details

• RUs will need to modify their recycling ordinance. DNR will provide new 
recycling ordinance template. RUs strongly encouraged to use template.

• Email new recycling ordinances to DNRRecycling@wisconsin.gov. 

• RUs will not be required to proactively enforce (do not need to notify multi-
family and non-residential properties).

mailto:DNRRecycling@wisconsin.gov


Changes for Haulers That Affect RUs

• Requires containers used for collection of recyclables to be clearly 
labeled. 

• Requires haulers to provide residential recycling tonnage data to 
RUs by Feb. 1 each year. Data must include the name of the 
materials recovery facility(ies) (MRFs) used to process the 
materials. 

• Requires haulers to notify RUs when a new MRF is used.



Hauler Tonnage Data Reporting to RUs

• Prior – Haulers are required to provide contracted RUs with 
recycling tonnage data within 4 weeks of a written request.

• New 

• Haulers to provide residential (single family and 2-4 unit) recycling tonnage 
information to all RUs, with or without a contract by Feb. 1.

• Data would include name of Material Recovery Facility(ies) used.

• If scale weights unavailable (mixed loads), estimated weights acceptable.

• Haulers required to notify RUs of any change MRF(s) used within one week.



Hauler Tonnage Data Reporting to RUs

• Goals

• Ease the recycling data collection process for RUs, make it automatic.

• Reduce the work (phone calls and emails) for RUs and haulers in trying to 
attain this information.

• Additional Details 

• RUs will receive one recycling tonnage figure, not broken out by material.

• RUs will maintain this information and submit to the department on the 
annual report.

• If a RU is notified that a hauler is using a new MRF, the RU is responsible to 
ensure the MRF is self-certified (RUs must use self-certified MRF). List of 
self-certified MRFs is available online.

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Recycling/MRF.html


Changes for MRFs That Affect RUs

• Requires MRFs provide contracted RUs with information on 
accepted materials.

• Requires MRFs to review educational material within 60 days of a 
request from a contracted RU.



Looking Ahead 

• DNR currently focusing on educating affected entities (RUs, MRFs, 
haulers, etc.) of rule changes

• Soft roll-out of changes

• RUs begin implementing new education requirements by Dec. 31, 2025.

• RUs update recycling ordinances by April 30, 2026.

• For RUs impacted by collection requirement changes, establish access to a 
drop-off by Jan. 1, 2026.

• For RUs only using individual subscription service, update recycling 
ordinance and compliance assurance plan by April 30, 2026.



Questions?

Jennifer Semrau

Waste Reduction & Diversion Coordinator

Jennifer.Semrau@wisconsin.gov

608-381-0960

mailto:Jennifer.Semrau@wisconsin.gov
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