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Nine photographers earned top honors for their entries in 

the Department of Natural Resources’ tenth annual 

“Wisconsin’s Great Waters” photography contest. 

Their photos will be featured in the 16-month calendar that 

DNR’s Office of Great Waters produces each year.  A new 

video highlights all the winning photos.  Details about the 

contest, along with all of this year’s contest entries, can be 

found on the DNR Office of Great Waters website.    

Mark Straub of New Berlin, Michael Knapstein of Middle-

ton, John Sullivan of La Crosse, and Cheryl Bougie of 

Green Bay won first place honors in the contest’s four 

categories.  

Philip Schwarz of Menomonie, Kelly Johnson of Eau Claire, 

John Cardamone of Bloomington IL, Scott Pearson of Eagle 

River, and Toben Lafrancois of Cornucopia won second 

place honors for their photographs.  

Photographers from across Wisconsin and beyond submit-

ted more than 200 beautiful photos of Lake Michigan, Lake 

Superior and the Mississippi River.  

Along with the annual photo contest, DNR coordinates a 

“Wisconsin’s Great Waters” writing project and received 

sixteen submissions this year which can be found on the 

Office of Great Waters website.  They include descriptions 

of stewardship efforts, poems, short stories, and other cre-

ative pieces.  This year’s writing project entries will be fea-

tured in the calendar as well.  

The 2018-2019 Wisconsin’s Great Waters calendar is now 

available at DNR regional offices and state parks. 

“The annual photo contest and writing project is a fun way 

to share the many ways we interact with and value the 

Great Lakes and Mississippi River,” said Office of Great 

Waters Director, Steve Galarneau.  “As these photos and 

writings clearly show, the Great Lakes and Mississippi River 

are among Wisconsin’s most cherished natural resources.” 

DNR’s Office of Great Waters is currently accepting writ-

ings and photos of Lake Michigan, Lake Superior and the 

Mississippi River for next year’s contest.  “Wisconsin’s 

Great Waters” photo contest and writing project infor-

mation and submission instructions can be found on the 

Office of Great Waters website.  Visit DNR.wi.gov and 

search “Great Waters Photo Contest.”  For more infor-

mation contact: Susan Tesarik at 608-267-0555 or  

Susan.Tesarik@Wisconsin.gov.    

Dawn at Cave Point, by Michael Knapstein  

Sea Cave, by Phillip Schwarz 

Twilight, by Mark Straub 

Warm November Evening, by Scott Pearson 

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/greatlakes/aoc.html
https://youtu.be/1QS51yN70oY
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/GreatLakes/ContestWinners.html
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/GreatLakes/ContestSubmissions.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/GreatLakes/Contest.html
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What’s Happening? 

Fish Consumption BUI Removed in June 

After nearly 30 years of clean up and remediation efforts, the impairment for Restrictions on  

Fish Consumption in the Lower Menominee River Area of Concern was removed in June.   

The lower three miles of the Menominee River, along with Green Island and the Green Bay shore-

line three miles north and south of the river mouth, were designated an AOC in 1987, primarily 

due to toxic chemical contamination.   

Six Beneficial Use Impairments were assigned to the AOC, including the “Restrictions on Fish and 

Wildlife Consumption” BUI.  This impairment indicates that there are chemicals in fish or wildlife 

that cause public health advisories for eating them.  In the Lower Menominee River AOC, the 

health concerns have been for eating fish, not wildlife, and the specific chemicals of concern are 

polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), mercury, and dioxins.   

 

To address this and other 

impairments, polluted  

sediments were removed 

from the bottom of the river 

and bay by dredging and  

disposing of them in  

approved locations.   

Cleanup efforts took place at the: 

 Green Bay paint sludge site from 1993 through 1998,   

 Ansul /Tyco arsenic site from 2012 through 2015 (river portion),   

 Wisconsin Public Service Corp. coal tar site from 2012 through 

2015, and   

 Menekaunee Harbor site from 2014 through 2015 (See map). 

The projects are being monitored according to their approved plans 

and are meeting their remedial action goals.  Recent sediment  

assessments in the Lower Scott Flowage and Rio Vista Slough 

showed very low levels of PCBs, mercury, and dioxins.   

Also, pulp and paper mills along the Menominee River upstream and 

within the AOC boundaries that have historically produced dioxin as 

a byproduct have made production changes to dramatically reduce 

or eliminate the production of dioxin.  Any wastewater discharged 

to the river is now monitored to assure that it is meeting permit 

requirements.  So the mills and sediments within the boundaries of 

the AOC are no longer active sources for this impairment.   

Continued on page 7.  

To learn more about the 

Lower Menominee River AOC 

projects and events 

See: http://dnr.wi.gov.  Search: 

“Menominee River AOC” 

Check out our  

new video: 

Menekaunee Harbor: 

Remediated. Restored. 

Revitalized. 

For more information 

contact: 

Vic Pappas, Lake Michigan  

Basin Supervisor  

DNR, Plymouth 

920-893-8512 

Victor.Pappas@Wisconsin.gov 

Lower Menominee River 

Cheryl Bougie Jo Temte 

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/greatlakes/menominee.html
https://youtu.be/S2anlYak2q4
https://youtu.be/S2anlYak2q4
https://youtu.be/S2anlYak2q4
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What’s Happening? 

To learn more about St. 

Louis River AOC projects 

and events 

visit http://dnr.wi.gov 

search “St. Louis AOC” 

NERR 

The St. Louis River Alliance, a local nonprofit organization working to protect the St. Louis 

River, sponsored a photo contest this past year to celebrate the seasons and beauty of the  

largest U.S. river that flows into Lake Superior.  The SLRA sought striking digital images that 

highlight the diverse flora, wildlife, and recreational activities that connect people to the river.   

They saw many perspectives of life on the river, and really enjoyed seeing all of the beauty  

participants shared in their photos.  In total they had over 130 photographs entered into the 

contest.  Many people participated through social media outlets to view, share, comment and 

vote on the photos that were submitted. 

As SLRA’s second ever Seasons of the St. Louis River Photo Contest, their judges had a difficult task 

narrowing down the top photographs and then ultimately choosing only three.  After much 

deliberation the top 3 photos were selected.  The three winning photos are as follows: 

1st place – “A Self Portrait” by Like He 

2nd place – “Rails Over River” by Tim Beaulier 

3rd place – “Autumn Paddle” by Elaine Nordstrom 

and the Peoples’ Choice Award went to Like He for “A Cloudy Day.” 

To learn more about this year’s photo contest and to see all of the photo contest entries, visit 

SLRA’s website (stlouisriver.org), or go to their Facebook page.   

The St. Louis River Alliance holds a number of other events to connect  

people to the St. Louis River, such as spring litter clean-ups, field trips on and 

along the river, and other community based events to inspire stewards and 

advance restoration efforts.  SLRA also provides citizens’ input into the  

process of creating the AOC Remedial Action Plan along with state and  

federal agencies.  SLRA’s role in the Remedial Action Plan is to ensure its 

success by providing a connection between community members and the 

project coordinators, working on habitat restorations, and encouraging the 

public to get involved in caring for the St. Louis River. 

SLRA welcomes new members, provides on-going volunteer opportunities, 

and continues to work with partners to restore the river.  To learn more 

about the many ways to get involved, visit the SLRA website.   

First place photo by Like He, titled “A Cloudy Day—A Self Portrait.” 

For more information, 

contact: 

Matt Steiger 

St. Louis River AOC 

Coordinator, 

DNR, Superior 

715-395-6904  
Matthew.Steiger@Wisconsin.gov 

St. Louis River 

Seasons of the St. Louis River  

Photo Contest Winners Selected 

Above: Secord place photo 
by Tim Beaulier, titled 
“Rails Over River.” 

Right: Third place photo by 
Elaine Nordstrom, titled 
“Autumn Paddle.” 

Far right: Peoples’ Choice 
Award to Like He, for “A 
Cloudy Day.”  

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/greatlakes/st.louis.html
http://stlouisriver.org/2017-seasons-of-the-st-louis-river-photo-contest/
https://www.facebook.com/StLouisRA/app/451684954848385/
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/greatlakes/st.louis.html
http://stlouisriver.org/
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Lower Green Bay & Fox River 

Algae blooms in Lower Green Bay are caused by nutrients (mainly phosphorus) in runoff pollution 

flowing into waterways within the Fox-Wolf Basin.  The basin is a 6,400-square-mile area that is the 

largest drainage basin to Lake Michigan and the third largest drainage basin to the Great Lakes.  

Given the large watershed area and the complexity of reducing nutrients in runoff from all the differ-

ent sources, addressing algae problems in Lower Green Bay will require the collaboration of many 

partners working with many different programs and funding sources.  

One of the most important funding sources currently available is the federal Great Lakes Restora-

tion Initiative.  U.S. EPA’s Great Lakes National Program Office coordinates the budgeting and fund-

ing decisions for the GLRI.  The GLRI is divided into five focus areas, each with its own allotment of 

GLRI funding and priorities for project implementation. 

The GLRI has been instrumental in advancing progress in Areas of Concern.  About a third of the 

GLRI budget— more than $108 million in federal fiscal year 2016— goes to AOCs under GLRI  

Focus Area 1.  In comparison, the Nonpoint Source Pollution Impacts on Nearshore Health part of 

GLRI (Focus Area 3) received $49 million in federal fiscal year 2016.  

DNR wants to be able to take full advantage of the opportunities offered by GLRI to help reduce 

runoff pollution to Green Bay; and while GLRI Focus Area 3 funds have been allocated to the Lower 

Fox and those projects are making important progress, there is an opportunity to increase the 

amount of GLRI Focus Area 1 funds allocated to addressing the Eutrophication or Undesirable Algae 

impairment for the AOC. 

To strengthen our case for receiving Focus Area 1 funds, we need to have a defined set of projects, 

called management actions, for each BUI.  The management action list represents everything that needs to occur to address all the 

BUIs.  It is expected that implementation of the management actions will lead to BUI removal. U.S. EPA GLNPO puts AOCs into 

“buckets” based on the year that AOC management actions are estimated to be completed, and uses those “bucket years” to deter-

mine which AOCs are prioritized for funding. 

Green Bay has 13 of the 14 possible beneficial use impairments.  We do not yet have complete management action lists for all BUIs, but 

we have made great progress toward identifying and implementing management actions for many of them. 

For the BUIs where toxics are the main source of impairment, the identified management actions— the Lower Fox River PCB cleanup 

and a PAH cleanup along the East River— are well on their way.  The Lower Fox River PCB cleanup is nearing completion with in-river 

remedial work expected to be completed in 2019.  This is a big milestone resulting from many years of planning and dredging.  

Buckets and BUIs: Considerations for Selecting AOC Actions  

to Address Algae Problems  

For more information, 

contact: 

Brie Kupsky 

Lower Fox River-Green Bay 

AOC Coordinator 

920-662-5465  

Brianna.Kupsky@wisconsin.gov 

To learn more about 

Lower Green Bay & 

Fox River AOC 

projects and events 

visit http://dnr.wi.gov 

search “Green Bay 

AOC” 

What’s Happening? 

Steve Seilo 

Continued on page 9. 

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/greatlakes/greenbay.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/greatlakes/greenbay.html
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What’s Happening? 

Sheboygan River 

To learn more about 

Sheboygan River AOC 

projects and events 

visit http://dnr.wi.gov 

search “Sheboygan River 

AOC” 

For more information, 

contact: 

Victor Pappas, Lake Michigan 

Basin Supervisor 

DNR, Plymouth  

920-893-8512 

Victor.Pappas@wisconsin.gov 

Great Lakes Region AOC Conference is an 

Opportunity for Community Outreach 

When leaders from Areas of Concern sites 

throughout the Great Lakes region gathered in 

Sheboygan in May at the 2018 Great Lakes AOC 

Conference, the Sheboygan River Basin Partner-

ship seized the opportunity to ensure that local 

community members were aware of this event 

and its significance.  Conference participants visit-

ing the area were impressed by the progress 

made in the Sheboygan River AOC, and it is im-

portant for the people who live, work and play 

around the Sheboygan community to understand 

the impact of this clean up and what it means for 

the local economy and quality of life.   

The Sheboygan Basin River Partnership has been 

working to care for the Sheboygan River and its 

tributaries since 1998 by raising public awareness, 

engaging participation in stewardship and promot-

ing sound decision making.  Outreach and educa-

tion has been an essential part of SRBP’s role as 

one of the many stakeholders involved in the 

restoration of this amazing natural resource.   

SRBP hosted a public workshop at Maywood on 

May 30, 2018, as a follow-up to the AOC  

Conference.  The event, “AOC Update: The Fu-

ture of the Sheboygan River,” provided  

Sheboygan Area residents with a conference sum-

mary, information about how restoration has bene-

fited Sheboygan, and ways to get involved in the 

continued care of the river.   

The workshop began with the new AOC 101 video 

that was released by the Wisconsin Department of 

Natural Resources at the AOC Conference to  

provide a simple explanation of how the AOC  

program works. 

City of Sheboygan Mayor Mike Vandersteen then explained the 

many ways that the restoration work has brought value to the 

Sheboygan Area and its residents.  Cleaning up the Sheboygan 

River has transformed the area surrounding the river and the 

Sheboygan Lakefront, providing an increased interest in water-

based recreational activities for residents and tourists alike, spur-

ring redevelopment and revitalization of neighborhoods along the 

riverfront, and generating millions of dollars to boost the local 

economy. 

Victor Pappas provided updates on the Sheboygan River habitat 

restoration sites as well as updates on the status of removing the 

nine impairments associated with the AOC.  He emphasized that 

the Sheboygan River has come a long way, and that long-term 

stewardship and maintenance are essential to the success of res-

toration projects.  Continued on page 8.  

Stefanie H. Weill Center for the Performing Arts 
marquee welcomes visitors attending the Great 
Lakes Region AOC Conference.   

City of Sheboygan Mayor Mike Vandersteen 
(left) and Vic Pappas (right) at Maywood 
Environmental Park in Sheboygan (photo by 
Kendra Kelling).   
Below:  Research vessel stopped at the newly 
revitalized South Pier District in Sheboygan 
on its way out to Lake Michigan (photo by 
James E. Schultz). 

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/greatlakes/sheboygan.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/greatlakes/sheboygan.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-PpBOlwIBwE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-PpBOlwIBwE
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To learn more about 

Milwaukee Estuary AOC 

projects and events 

visit http://dnr.wi.gov 

search “Milwaukee AOC” 

For more information, 

contact: 

Stacy Hron, Milwaukee Estuary 

AOC Coordinator  

DNR Milwaukee  

414-263-8625 

Stacy.Hron@Wisconsin.gov 

Cleaning up the mistakes of the past is at the heart 

of the Great Lakes Areas of Concern Program.  

Our nation’s long history of development and  

industrialization before environmental laws were 

enacted has left us with a legacy of toxic sediments 

in waterfront areas.  The Milwaukee Estuary is one 

of five AOCs in Wisconsin receiving special atten-

tion for cleanup and restoration.   

Understanding our past is key to shaping our  

future.  A new book by acclaimed Milwaukee-born 

historian and author John Gurda, Milwaukee: A 

City Built on Water, helps us do just that.   

Published this summer by Wisconsin Historical 

Society Press, this book explores the history of the 

waters that shaped, challenged, and helped make 

Milwaukee famous.   

Milwaukee, a major Great Lakes port since 1835 

and Wisconsin’s largest city, is at the center of the 

where the three rivers converge: the Milwaukee, 

Menomonee and Kinnickinnic.  In the early years of 

Milwaukee’s history, before  

pollution took its toll, local  

residents and visitors used these rivers for many types of recreation — swimming, 

fishing, boating and ice skating.  As the area grew into a center for shipping, com-

merce and industry, the balance between nature and the human-built environment 

was lost.  The rivers were dammed, dredged, straightened, widened and often lined 

with concrete.  More than a century of agricultural, industrial and residential devel-

opment polluted these waterways.  In 1951, an oil spill caused a Milwaukee River 

tributary to catch fire: a symptom of an ailing waterbody that could no longer be 

used for fishing and swimming and in fact posed a safety hazard to the community.  

The idea for Gurda’s book began as a simple lecture in 2007, then became a Power-

Point program in 2013 with funding assistance from the DNR’s AOC Program.  Two 

years later, the story reached a much larger audience as a one-hour documentary 

on Milwaukee Public Television.  This documentary is still available to watch online: 

search “Milwaukee: A City Built on Water” at www.pbs.org or on YouTube. 

Gurda shared insights on how his latest book came about in an interview on Larry 

Meiller’s Wisconsin Public Radio show.  The show, A City Built on Water, focused on 

the importance and influence of water on Milwaukee’s history and future.  Listen to 

the archived show at this link: www.wpr.org/shows/city-built-water.  

“There’s an ulterior motive to all this story-telling,” Gurda wrote.  “My hope is that 

by showing how far we’ve come from the dark days of toxic rivers and sooty lake-

fronts, the book will foster an enlarged sense of our own generation’s possibilities.  

The progress we’ve made on the water front is significant, but the recovery is fragile 

and the path ahead full of challenges.  When the future of such an essential resource 

is at stake, a trip back to the headwaters is always a good idea.1”  

New Book by John Gurda Explores  

Milwaukee’s History 

Milwaukee Estuary 

John Gurda is a Milwaukee-born writer and historian  
who has been studying his hometown since 1972. He is 
the author of twenty-two books (http://johngurda.com). 

Stacy Hron 

Many partners are working together to clean up  
contaminated sediments, restore fish and wildlife habitat, 
control runoff pollution, improve beach health and water 
quality.  To learn more about AOC projects, visit:   
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/GreatLakes/milwaukee.html 

1 Gurda, John. “Milwaukee: A city that abused its most precious  

resource then worked hard to reclaim it.” Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 

Crossroads Column. June 29, 2018.  

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/greatlakes/milwaukee.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0SD_1vmrEyc
https://www.wpr.org/shows/city-built-water
https://www.wpr.org/shows/city-built-water
http://johngurda.com/
http://johngurda.com/publications/milwaukee-a-city-built-on-water/
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/GreatLakes/milwaukee.html
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To assess whether the sources of the impairment are outside of the AOC, fish 

from the AOC were collected and tested to see how their contaminant levels 

compared to fish from local and regional reference sites.  Results showed that 

the levels were generally similar to the reference sites; and where they were 

higher, it could be explained by sources or factors outside of the AOC.  For 

example, atmospheric deposits of mercury and circulation of PCBs within the 

bay of Green Bay are sources of these substances outside of the AOC  

boundary. 

It’s important to note that while the pollution sources within the AOC  

boundaries have been controlled, pollutants are still entering the water from 

outside sources.  As a result, fish consumption advice developed by health 

officials still remains in effect for fish coming out of these waters.  Addressing 

“out-of-AOC” sources is being addressed through other ongoing program 

areas.  Current fish consumption advisories can be found at: 

https://dnr.wi.gov/fcsexternaladvqry/fishadvisorysrch.aspx 

Fish consumption advisories are established when fish from certain water 

bodies contain harmful chemicals.  These chemicals build up in the fish over 

time, and can build up in people when they eat the fish.  Wisconsin and 

Michigan routinely test fish, and issue recommendations on how much fish 

a person could eat based on protecting human health from contaminants 

found in the fish.  Fish consumption advisories are updated as new data is 

collected through each state’s fish advisory programs.    

More details about Wisconsin and Michigan fish consumption advisories  

are available online at:  http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/fishing/consumption/  and  

www.michigan.gov/eatsafefish.    

By Cheryl Bougie, Lake Michigan Sediment and Water Quality Monitoring 

Coordinator. 

Fish Consumption BUI Removed in Lower Menominee River AOC 

(continued from page 2)  

The Menominee River Area of Concern Citizens 

Advisory Committee is seeking volunteers for 

their annual Community Waterfront Cleanup 

event.  This year, the litter cleanup event will be 

held on Saturday, September 29, at 9:00 am to 

12:00 pm.  Check in is a 9:00—9:30 am.   

Work will take place on public access waterfront 

areas in Marinette and Menominee.   

Please meet at the Red Arrow Park Pavilion, 

1931 South 9th Street and Leonard Street,  

Marinette, WI.  Transportation is on your own.   

Garbage bags, gloves, tongs, and T-shirts will be 

supplied.  The Marinette & Menominee Great Lakes Sport Fishermen will 

provide a free pizza lunch for all volunteers.  Be sure to wear comfortable 

walking shoes or boots and dress for the weather.   

Sign up now by contacting Donna Buechler, Menominee Conservation  

District, at 906-753-6921 ext. 101 or menomineecd@gmail.com.   

Volunteers Needed for Menominee River  

Cleanup Event September 29 

Brian Holbrook, Bird’s Eye Aviation.  

Cheryl Bougie 

Menekaunee Harbor musky.  DNR photo. 

Photo above by Rob Elliott, USFWS.  

https://dnr.wi.gov/fcsexternaladvqry/fishadvisorysrch.aspx
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/fishing/consumption/
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-71548_54783_54784_54785---,00.html
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As the Sheboygan River heals, citizen-based monitoring has become a fun and meaningful 

way for local citizens to get involved in the continued care of the river.  Sarah  

DeZwarte, Director of Education of Camp Y-Koda Outdoor Skills and Education, shared 

the many opportunities for interested volunteers to collect data on creatures that reside 

in and around the river, including mussels, birds and bats.   

Citizen-based monitoring has become an integral part of the delisting process, as it is a 

powerful way to engage members of the community and build stewardship while also 

collecting data needed to determine when beneficial use impairments can be lifted.   

The journey of the Sheboygan River AOC on its path toward delisting has shaped SRBP 

and the work it completes.  The organization is committed to the long-term care of the 

Sheboygan River and continues to engage the community and cultivate stewardship to 

ensure that it is cared for after delisting and well into the future.  Current projects  

include: 

• SRBP has held a Sheboygan River Clean Up annually since 2006, organizing dedicat-

ed volunteers at various sites along the river to collect litter on foot and by canoe 

followed by a celebration.   

• Willow Creek is a unique and valuable cold-water tributary of the Sheboygan River 

and has been an area of focus for SRBP since 2005.  Construction was recently 

completed to allow fish to reach spawning grounds more easily.  Monitoring and 

additional restoration projects will continue at this site, along with other sites within 

the basin that contribute to the integrity of the Sheboygan River.    

• Invasive species management is needed to allow native species to flourish along the 

Sheboygan River, especially in areas of recent habitat restoration work.  SRBP partic-

ipates in community workdays to tackle small projects and is also implementing large 

scale control projects to target phragmites and Japanese knotweed throughout  

Sheboygan County. 

• Creation of a Sheboygan River Trail is underway to encourage recreational use and increase appreciation and understanding of the 

river.  An interactive Esri® Story Map that provides detailed information about various aspects of the river, including public access 

points, historical content and restoration work is currently in the design process.  Physical signage will be installed at public access 

points along the river and printed maps will also be available.   

For more information about the Sheboygan River Basin Partnership and its partner group, the Lakeshore Natural Resource Partnership, 

please contact Kendra Kelling.  Visit their website, lnrp.org, or Facebook page for updates on projects and programs.  By Kendra Kelling, 

LNRP Program Director. 

AOC Conference is an Opportunity for Community Outreach 

(continued from page 5)  

Sarah DeZwarte engaged the AOC Conference audi-
ence by playing the sounds of frog calls and passing 
around live frogs as well as shells from mussels that 
reside in the Sheboygan River in her presentation 
about citizen-based monitoring activities. Both 
adults and students have opportunities to learn 
about the Sheboygan AOC through Camp Y-Koda 
programs (photo from Kendra Kelling).   

Story Maps are web applications that combine high quality maps 

with text, striking images, videos, and graphics.  The applications 

are designed to be engaging and easy to use, making them a great 

educational tool for a wide array of audiences. 

The Lower Sheboygan River Habitat Restoration Story Map 

shows restoration activities and their benefits for three project 

areas within the AOC.  The Sheboygan River Fish and Wildlife 

Technical Advisory Committee guided fish and wildlife assess-

ments and the group was instrumental in developing and prioritiz-

ing these fish and wildlife habitat conservation and restoration 

projects.  

Explore the story map to learn how these projects are helping to 

return the recreational, economic and hydrologic benefits of 

healthy river habitat back to the community. 

Sheboygan River Habitat Restoration Story Map 

mailto:kendra@lnrp.org
http://lnrp.org/
https://www.facebook.com/4lnrp/
http://greatlakesresilience.org/stories/wisconsin/lower-sheboygan-river-habitat-restoration-0
http://noaa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapTour/index.html?appid=7c2f68b44ba140e08ea515c44249e339
http://noaa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapTour/index.html?appid=7c2f68b44ba140e08ea515c44249e339
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Learn more about 
Wisconsin’s AOCs on 

our website! 
www.dnr.wi.gov 

Search: “AOC” 

Newsletter Contact: Susan Tesarik 

Susan.Tesarik@wisconsin.gov  

608-267-0555 

Wisconsin DNR Office of Great Waters 

Buckets and BUIs: Considerations for Selecting AOC Actions to Address Algae Problems 

(continued from Page 4) 

For the BUIs where habitat alteration and degradation are a  

contributing source of impairment, we are in the process of  

identifying management actions using a tool developed by UW-

Green Bay.  A technical work group will be meeting to develop 

projects and expects to have the management action list complete 

by 2020.  

Defining an approach to addressing the eutrophication or undesira-

ble algae BUI is the last major piece that needs to click into place 

for Green Bay to make a big jump up in EPA’s GLRI Focus Area 1 

funding “bucket year” list. 

It is not an easy thing to determine an AOC management action list 

for this BUI.  The sources of sediment and nutrients are from an 

area that is bigger than the AOC program can address (remember 

the Fox-Wolf Basin is 6400 square miles; the area encompassed 

within the AOC is only 24 square miles!).   

The challenge, then, is defining an AOC effort that contributes to  

bigger picture, longer-term initiatives while working toward an  

achievable endpoint for this specific program.  

DNR and EPA GLNPO have discussed some “first cut” criteria for defining the AOC effort:  

• The first is geography: the AOC-funded projects should occur in areas that are relatively close to the AOC boundary,  

therefore we are committed to working only within the Lower Fox Basin.  

• The second relates to funding for AOC projects.  Since GLRI is anticipated to be a significant source of implementation funds 

for the AOC effort, it is important to consider the criteria for GLRI funding.  EPA funds projects in GLRI Focus Area 1 that 

share a certain set of attributes (or, are “AOC-like”):  

• they must be able to be completed within a couple of years,  

• must not require on-going long-term implementation or maintenance,  

• must be relatively easy to track (in other words, we can readily tell that the projects still exist and are functioning as 

intended), and  

• must last for a long time on the landscape.  This means that Focus Area 1 funds cannot be used to fund “soft” agricultur-

al best management practices such as conservation tillage or cover crops.  However, these practices can be supported 

with GLRI Nonpoint / Focus Area 3 funds.  

We have also developed a working draft of a revised BUI delisting target through a series of stakeholder discussions in 2015.  

With these foundational pieces in place, we have brought together a group of technical stakeholders to compile information about 

“AOC-like” practices.  This information will help provide a basis for determining what a meaningful, achievable, and measurable AOC 

effort looks like (in other words, what is the management action list and final BUI delisting target).  We have engaged a facilitator to 

help us design and lead a stakeholder engagement process.   

Other partners and programs, such as the Save the Bay Initiative, are making great progress in addressing nonpoint source pollution 

issues in the Fox-Wolf Basin.  With some additional discussion and eventually with a management action list completed, the AOC can 

make an important contribution, complement existing initiatives, and meet its programmatic goals.  

If you are interested in receiving information about the stakeholder process, please contact me at Kendra.Axness@Wisconsin.gov or 

608-267-0700.  By Kendra Axness, LAMP and AOC Coordinator.  

Killdeer chick along the Cat Island Causeway in Green Bay  
during an algae bloom (photo by Erin Giese, UW-Green Bay).  

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/greatlakes/aoc.html

