Wisconsin Wildfires > 250 Acres
1871 - Present

West Marshland
05/01/1959
17,560 Acres

Ekdall Church
04/21/1980
4,654 Acres

Airport
04/30/1977
3,037 Acres

5 Mile Tower
04/30/1977
13,375 Acres
Oak Lake
04/22/1980
11,915 Acres

- Wildfires > 250 Acres 1871-Present

Evidenced by charred remains buried in bogs, prehistoric fires were
common to Wisconsin. Records left by early explorers tell of forest
fires that burned for weeks in dry seasons. During early settlement,
fire became more frequent and more destructive. In Northern
Wisconsin a period of major forest devastation began with the
advent of commercial logging following the civil war.

This map portrays fires that burned more than 250 acres in
Wisconsin from 1871 to the present. Many of the earlier fires were
not mapped or named. There are historic documents that

describe the general location and size of many fires, especially in
the northwestern part of the state. For these fires, a general shape
and size of the fire has been estimated. So many fires burned durnig
the 1930's that it is difficult to differentiate between them.
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*The Department has made reasonable efforts to provide you with
accurate information, but cannot exclude the possibility of errors or
omissions in sources or of changes in actual conditions. The
Department makes no warranties of any kind, either the express or
implied. Changes may be periodically made to the information
herein - contact the originator of the data with any questions
regarding appropriate use.*
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