Dear Volunteer Fire Fighter:

We're very pleased to send you a copy of "Firewise in Five Minutes," a brand new reference guide
designed to help you achieve your goal of reducing the threat of wildfires in the wildland/urban

interface.

As you look through this manual, you'll find many guidelines, definitions and helpful hints that will
aid you in communicating to your community the importance of being knowledgeable and

prepared for wildfire.

You'll also learn about the Firewise Communities, the national workshops and recognition
program, - community support programs and how you can apply for grants to help offset the costs

of implementing Firewise programs.

The information you'll find in this manual is a great start. But it's a working document that's meant

to grow. Please add your knowledge and experience to it.

With your copy of "Firewise in Five Minutes" comes our sincere thanks and appreciation, along
with the hope that you'll find it valuable in your daily battle to save lives, property and natural

resources.

Sincerely,

USDA Forest Service

National Association of State Foresters

National Volunteer Fire Council
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I I s I

Firefighters in the wildland/urban interface (any area where wildland fuels threaten to ignite
combustible homes and structures) must overcome severe challenges. There just aren’t enough
resources to protect every home threatened by a wildfire. Everyone in the vicinity of such a fire is

at risk, and the risk is greatly increased in areas that aren’t prepared.

The goal of this Firewise publication is to help you, the volunteer firefighter, increase the odds of
success against the threat of wildfires through public education, community design, land use

planning, collaboration, preparedness and prevention programs.

We hope you will use the information in this manual as a reference guide, and add to it as you
find other relevant materials that help in your day-to-day efforts to save lives, property and

natural resources.
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Wildfire and its devastation is older than human history. All across the U.S. there are reports of
entire communities being claimed along with unfortunate loss of life. That’s why, in 1986,
representatives of the National Fire Protection Association and the USDA Forest Service joined
forces to establish what is now the National Wildland/Urban Interface Fire Program.

The Program operates under the following goals:
1. To provide a forum to increase the public awareness of the wildland/urban interface fire
problem.
2. To develop local solutions to the issue.
3. To form partnerships among problem solvers and interest groups.
4. To promote safety for firefighters and the public in the wildland/urban interface.

The word "Firewise" was coined in 1992 by a botanist participating on a task group for Firewise
landscaping. It has been used ever since to describe the concepts of learning to live compatibly
with nature and understanding the natural role of fire in order to make the wildland/urban
interface a safer place to live.

Today, the national program oversees workshops, community support programs, video programs,
several newsletters, a Web site and CD-ROM library, public service ads and school education
projects among its many efforts to educate the public about wildfires. In addition, the program is
a key partner with NASF and the USDA Forest Service in the Firewise Communities/USA
Recognition Program that provides special awards to communities that meet minimum standards
in mitigation planning and activities. For more information, visit the Web site at
www.firewise.org/usa



Firewise Communities is a national, multi-organizational initiative designed to reach beyond the
fire service and involve homeowners, community leaders, planners, developers and others in the
effort to protect homes and businesses from the dangers of wildland fire. A Firewise approach
includes creative landscaping, home construction and design, and sound community planning to
prepare structures to withstand a fire, even before it starts.

The goal of this manual is to help you, the volunteer firefighter, increase the odds of success
against the threat of wildfires through public education, Firewise community design, land use
planning, collaboration and preparedness and prevention programs.
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As a member of the volunteer fire department you play a vital role in protecting your community.
In addition to fighting structure fires and wildfires, your role as a fire prevention advocate
provides the information and procedures that citizens need to create emergency plans and, when

necessary, to implement those plans during a fire incident or other event.

Life safety is always your highest priority. The safety of citizens, as well as other firefighters, is
your paramount concern when fighting any fire. You should not be expected to put yourself (or

others) at unnecessary risk to protect homes and other property.

The citizens in your community need to understand that, while volunteer firefighters take great
pride in doing their jobs, you are not full-time firefighters. In reality, you are involved members of
the community with full-time jobs (teachers, lawyers, construction workers), who are trained to
respond in emergency situations. You and other citizens form a team that must share the
responsibility for community safety, and successfully protecting homes from wildfires must be a
team effort with citizens and volunteer firefighters working together in cooperation with other

available resources from local, regional and national agencies.

Introducing the Firewise Communities concepts into your community will take some creative
thinking and planning. There is a lot of information in this manual that can help, and even more

information available on the Internet and from other sources.

The USDA Forest Service, National Association of State Foresters, National Volunteer Fire Council
and Firewise Communities encourage you to use the information in this manual to help
communicate what you do and what you and the community can do together. Use the text
verbatim, paraphrase it, make copies and hand them out. Whatever methods you use will help
others understand the volunteer fire department and how to work together with you to help

manage the risk of wildfire.
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Communities that work with local fire professionals to recognize and address the wildfire issue
can be designated a "Firewise Communities/USA" location. The Firewise Communities/USA
Recognition Program enables communities in all parts of the United States to achieve a high level
of protection against wildland/urban interface fire as well as sustainable ecosystem balance. The
Firewise Communities/USA Recognition Program provides residents in the wildland/urban

interface with the knowledge and skills necessary to make it happen.

Firewise Communities/USA is a unique opportunity available to America’s fire-prone communities.
Its goal is to encourage and acknowledge action that minimizes home loss to wildfire. Residents
are taught to prepare for a fire before it occurs. The program adapts especially well to small
communities, developments and residential associations of all types. Firewise Communities/USA
is a simple, three-legged template that is easily adapted to different locales. It works in the

following way:

*Wildland fire staff from federal, state or local agencies provide a community with
information about coexisting with wildfire along with mitigation information tailored to that

specific area.

*The community assesses its risk and creates its own network of cooperating homeowners,

agencies and organizations.

*The community identifies and implements local solutions.

Becoming recognized as a Firewise Communities/USA begins with the community itself. The
standards that must be met are not complex or overly difficult, but meeting them does take a

coordinated effort by the community members.

For more information on the standards and the process, visit the Firewise Communities/USA Web
site, www.firewise.org/usa. There you can order a free video and brochure explaining the

process, or write to: Firewise Communities/USA, 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169.
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Communities can work together and become Firewise Communities. One homeowner, following
Firewise principles, can set a positive example in his or her neighborhood by lessening the effect
that a wildfire may have on his or her property. Likewise, several homeowners maintaining their

properties as a block further increase the safety of their neighborhood from wildfire risk.

From a small number of individuals, groups of homeowners and homeowner associations can
develop guidelines for homes and vegetation to include in their bylaws that can help protect
entire subdivisions. This process, beginning with the very smallest unit of land, builds Firewise

Communities.
In some areas, money is available for communities to do community fire planning and mitigation.
Volunteer fire departments or state or federal fire fighting agencies may choose to lead or be a

part of the planning efforts.

For information on how to communicate with your community, refer to Section 5.
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Recent wildfires have shown how they can impact communities within their path. Land
management agencies and other landowners are focusing hazardous fuel reduction treatments
on lands adjacent to communities. Three major initiatives address, in part, the risk of wildfire

within the wildland/urban interface.

The National Fire Plan

This plan addresses the priority to treat forest and grasslands to protect natural resources, lives
and property. Developed following the 2000 fire season, the plan has become the guiding
principal for fire management for federal and state wildfire fighting agencies. A major component
of the National Fire Plan is to work with local governments and agencies, including volunteer fire

departments. For more information about the National Fire Plan, visit www.fireplan.gov.

The Comprehensive 10-Year Strategy
The Comprehensive 10-Year Strategy, developed with federal agencies, state foresters, tribes and
other concerned groups, outlines the priorities for fuel hazard reduction treatments with an

emphasis on local decision making. For more information about the Comprehensive 10-Year

Strategy, visit www.fireplan.gov/10-yr-strat_pg_L.html.

Healthy Forests Initiative
Following the fires of 2002, President George W. Bush proposed the Healthy Forests Initiative.
This initiative focuses on more quickly treating hazardous fuels in the wildland/urban interface.

Local community involvement is a primary goal. For more information about the Healthy Forests

Initiative, visit www.whitehouse.gov/infocus/healthyforests/toc.html.
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As public and private land management agencies begin treating hazardous fuels along the

wildland/urban interface, they will be looking for opportunities to collaborate with landowners
and community and local governments. This is an excellent opportunity for your volunteer fire
department or district, local organizations, and landowners to be involved in the shaping of fire

protection in the wildland/urban interface.

Public and private land management agencies that administer lands around a community will
send out or publish scoping notices to inform the community of proposed activities. Contact your
local forestry or land management agencies to find out what is planned in your area and to let
them know that your department would like to play a role in the fuel hazard reduction planning.

Encourage local landowners and the community to become involved.

Among the several considerations that a community can discuss are the widths of the proposed
treatment around the community, the potential effectiveness of various treatments in local
situations, the probable direction of a wildfire and smoke associated with prescribed fire, and
what the finished treatment area will look like. There are some parameters of wildfire behavior
that dictate hazardous fuels treatment efficiency, but there is some leeway in selecting the most
efficient pattern that can be created on the landscape. For instance, a treatment may not have to
be absolutely uniform. Some clumps of thickets, placed strategically, could offer habitat and

visual variation.

If your local public and private land managers are not yet planning for hazardous fuels treatment
around the community, encourage them to do so. Through Firewise programs, citizens, local
organizations, and public and private land managers, working together can best reduce the

wildland fire risk in and around the community.
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Wildfires can spread at an alarming rate. For example, the Hayman wildfire in Colorado during the
summer of 2002 spread 14 miles in one day. By treating adjacent public and private lands, the rate of

wildfire spread may decrease rapidly and ultimately save a community.

Residents may recognize the need to reduce hazardous fuels to protect their homes and
communities, but there are other valuable resources that enhance a community that can also be

protected. These community values include:

» Water quality - Protection of watersheds can reduce the hazard to drinking water. Wildfires
can have a devastating impact on water resources, and the loss of vegetation can cause
mudslides after a heavy rainfall following a fire.

* Forest health - Catastrophic fires can result in prolific insect infestations. If a nearby or
adjacent forest on public or private lands is scorched, the resulting infestation could threaten
the trees and shrubs in a community.

« Soil quality - Intense wildfires can sterilize the soil, making it difficult for vegetation to re-
establish itself after a wildland fire.

* Air quality - Extended wildfires can compromise air quality.

* Viewsheds - The aesthetic value of the land is compromised after a wildfire. What once was
a beautiful forest or grassland becomes charred and unsightly.

« Plants and animals - Many threatened and endangered species found on public and
private lands lose their habitat as a result of wildfires.

* Recreation - Wildfires can impact recreational opportunities and cause hardship for

communities.

If federal and state public and private land management and communities remove the excess trees
and underbrush through mechanical means or prescribed fire, the likelihood of losing many of the
community values listed above decreases significantly. What’s important is what is left on the ground
and the condition of the land. It's not necessary to treat every single acre; focus instead in areas

where the most difference can be made.
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As a member of a volunteer fire department, it is essential that you know the local terrain and its
challenges. Are roads and driveways wide enough to accommodate fire engines? Is water

available in the area? A good way to learn these things is to assess the community on a regular
basis to determine where trouble spots may be. Use the following checklists and information to

help make these assessments.

Trained members of volunteer fire departments should also offer wildland fire hazard
assessments to homeowners and homeowner associations. Using a hazard assessment system,
go over the elements with a single homeowner or homeowner association. Information gained
through a hazard assessment will benefit the homeowner in identifying areas that should be
addressed personally and benefit the fire department in assessing overall situations in

neighborhoods and residential areas.

Most wildland/urban interface fire hazard assessment systems use a numeric rating to describe

the severity of risk. The document used in many locales is NFPA 1144 Standard for the Protection

of Life and Property from Wildfire, 2002 Edition. Appendix A contains an assessment form, like the

one on the following page, that you can use.

If you want to use another assessment form, be sure you understand the rationale behind its

creation and how to use it accurately.

If you'd like to create your own community assessment system, go to
www.firewise.org/pubs/WHAM/nfpa/wham.pdf for a copy of the publication Wildland/Urban
Interface Fire Hazard Assessment Methodology. This publication describes the major steps and

important factors to include in creating a wildland/urban interface hazard assessment system.
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National Association of State Foresters
Hall Of The States
444 N. Capitol Street NW, Suite 540
Washington, DC 20001

www.stateforesters.org

Firewise Communities
1 Batterymarch Park
Quincy, MA 02169

www.firewise.org

National Fire Protection Association
1 Batterymarch Park
Quincy, MA 02169
617-770-3000

www.nfpa.org

National Volunteer Fire Council
1050 17th St., NW, Suite 490
Washington, DC 20036

http://nvfc.or

USDA Forest Service

www.fs.fed.us/contactus/regions.shtml

This Web site presents the Regional Offices of the USDA Forest Service.
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Grant Resources for Communities Pursuing Firewise Activities
National Fire Plan - Community Assistance Programs

www.fireplan.gov/community_assist.cfm
Stewardship and Landowner Assistance - Financial Assistance Programs
www.na.fs.fed.us/spfo/stewardship/financial.htm

The following offer information on federal and state tax incentives:

National Timber Tax Website
www.fnr.purdue.edu/ttax/

Tax Tips for Forest Landowners for the 2000 Tax Year (PDF Format)
www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/r8_mb087.pdf

The following are federal programs that offer financial assistance to private landowners:

Conservation Reserve Program
www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/crp.htm

Environmental Quality Incentives Program
www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/eqip.htm

Forestry Incentives Program
www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/fip.htm

Wetlands Reserve Program
www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/wrp.htm

Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program
www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/whip.htm

Getting Forest Stewardship Assistance in Your State
www.na.fs.fed.us/spfo/stewardship/stewstates.htm

National Association of State Foresters Listing of Grant Sources and Appropriations
www.stateforesters.org/S&PF/FY_2002.html

U.S. Fire Administration - Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program
www.usfa.fema.gov/dhtml/inside-usfa/grants.cfm
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The following sites include information about the Assistance to Firefighters Grant.

Federal Emergency Management Agency

Hazard Mitigation Grant Program

www.fema.gov/fima/mitgrant.shtm

Authorized under Section 404 of the Stafford Act, the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP)
provides grants to States and local governments to implement long-term hazard mitigation
measures after a major disaster declaration. The purpose of the program is to reduce the loss of
life and property due to natural disasters and to enable mitigation measures to be implemented
during the immediate recovery from a disaster declaration. The purpose of the program is to
reduce the loss of life and property due to natural disasters and to enable mitigation measures to

be implemented during the immediate recovery from a disaster.

Hazard Mitigation Grant Program funding is only available in States following a Presidential

disaster declaration. Eligible applicants are;

« State and local governments
« Indian tribes or other tribal organizations

« Certain private non-profit organizations

Individual homeowners and businesses may not apply directly to the program; however a
community may apply on their behalf. HMGP funds may be used to fund projects that will reduce
or eliminate the losses from future disasters. Projects must provide a long-term solution to a
problem, for example, elevation of a home to reduce the risk of flood damages as opposed to
buying sandbags and pumps to fight the flood. In addition, a project’s potential savings must be
more than the cost of implementing the project. Funds may be used to protect either public or
private property or to purchase property that has been subjected to, or is in danger of, repetitive
damage.
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Pre-Disaster Mitigation Program
www.fema.gov/fima/pdm.shtm

FEMA has long been promoting disaster-resistant construction and retrofit of facilities that
are vulnerable to hazards in order to reduce potential damages due to a hazard event. The goal is
to reduce loss of life, human suffering, economic disruption, and disaster costs to the Federal
taxpayer. This has been, and continues to be, accomplished through a variety of programs and
grant funds.

Although the overall intent is to reduce vulnerability before the next disaster threatens, the
bulk of the funding for such projects actually has been delivered through a "post-disaster" funding
mechanism, the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program [HMGP]. This program has successfully
addressed the many hazard mitigation opportunities uniquely available following a disaster.
However, funding of projects "pre-disaster" has been more difficult, particularly in states that have
not experienced major disasters in the past decade.

Through the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000, Congress approved creation of a national Pre-
disaster Hazard Mitigation program to provide a funding mechanism that is not dependent on a
Presidential disaster declaration. For FY 2002, $25 million has been appropriated for the new grant
program entitled the Pre-Disaster Mitigation [PDM] Program. This new program builds on the
experience gained from previous community-based disaster mitigation grants, the HMGP, and
other mitigation initiatives.

This program is administered state-by-state. See this link at the Catalog of Federal Domestic

Assistance for more information: www.cfda.gov/public/viewprog.asp?progid=1606

For all FEMA grant programs, funding comes through the state, typically the state
emergency management agency. For a list of the State Hazard Mitigation Officers (who
coordinate mitigation planning and grants in each state), check

www.fema.gov/fima/hmgp/statedir.shtm

For a sample grant, please see Section 7.
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There’s no substitute for communication. You have vital information that the homeowners in your
area need to know. The following section suggests some ways you can interact with community

members to make them more aware of Firewise practices.

There are many ways that volunteer fire departments can promote Firewise practices. Those

with a small budget, or volunteer resources, might create a mailer.

Other ways to deliver the Firewise message to residents include open houses at the local fire
station, awareness programs in schools, or visits to places where members of the community live,
work, and play. These might include picnics, car washes, band concerts, pancake breakfasts,

fairs — virtually any place that people gather is an opportunity to get the word out.

Another good idea is to tie-in with a local do-it-yourself or hardware store to conduct a seminar
on Firewise preparations that the homeowner can accomplish using the store’s merchandise (fire

extinguishers, shovels, smoke detectors, landscaping products, etc.).

You should also get the message out in newspapers and through local newsletters. (See Section 6

for sample letter.)

To learn about some successful methods other communities in the wildland/urban interface have

used to build awareness, go to www.firewise.org
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As more and more people choose to live in the wildland/urban interface, it is important to make
sure they understand the nature of their surroundings and the dangers and patterns of wildfire.
Please use the following information to help residents realize the importance of being Firewise.

Wildfire has always been a natural part of many of the areas where we live. In fact, many forests
and rangelands were burned as a result of lightning and indigenous wildfires long before they
were occupied by European settlers.

Today, the situation only grows worse. There are many homes and communities being built
without regard to the wildfire and fuel conditions in and around the forest and rangelands. And
dense population in these areas increases the chance of wildfire.

There is great potential for loss of life, property, and other ecological values due to fuel conditions
located in and around the wildland/urban interface.

Among all these factors, residents need to understand that they must be willing to accept
personal responsibility for learning to live compatibly with the natural elements found in the
interface — including fire. Your fire department can help them understand how to exercise that
responsibility.

The average person has no idea how dangerous fire can be. Sharing some of the following facts
(along with others you may know) can serve as a wake-up call. Anything you can do to educate
your community members to become more Firewise benefits everyone.

* A free-growing fire can reach over 1200 degrees Fahrenheit in 90 seconds. A fire in a
compartment, like a house or room within a house, is affected by the confinement of the
gases generated by the fire which reduces the amount of oxygen available to sustain
combustion. In a structure fire, it is these gases of combustion that most often cause death
to occupants, even though the heat in non-fire rooms can reach several hundred degrees.
The gases formed by combustion make occupants sleepy, weak and confused. They can't
smell these fumes, so if asleep, people die without ever seeing the flames. But a smoke
alarm and a carbon dioxide detector will alert the occupants to the presence of dangerous
gases in time to leave the house. (Source: Fire Protection Handbook, 18th Edition, NFPA,

1997.)



* In an open area, the heat release rate of a fire (and therefore, its growth) is controlled by
the availability and configuration of fuel. These outside fuels include grasses, shrubs, trees
and, of course, houses constructed of combustible materials like wood. This is why homes
in the interface are often susceptible to wildland fires — they are often more combustible

than the natural fuels that surround them.

» Make sure smoke alarms are installed outside all sleeping areas. And, make sure
batteries are replaced each year on a memorable day, like a birthday, anniversary, during
National Fire Prevention Week, or when clocks are changed for daylight saving time (spring

or fall).
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Following are general messages to use when communicating with the community:

 Wildland fires are an absolute reality. They are going to occur. It is not a matter of if — it is
a matter of when.

 Wildland fires can have serious effects on natural resources, property, and safety in
almost any area of the country.

» Wildland fires may even make it impossible for members of fire protection agencies to
get to your property when fire is approaching.

* Firewise offers a series of practical steps that individuals and communities can take to
protect themselves and their property from risk of wildland fire. Utilizing only one element

of a Firewise program is not enough to protect against the many dangers of wildland fire.
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Many people who recreate in the wildland/urban interface appreciate nature and its many
enjoyments. But the fun and warmth of a roaring campfire must be tempered with safety
concerns. Always build the campfire in a designated area, when possible, and follow these
guidelines:;

* Check local fire restrictions

* Note the local weather, never build a fire in a heavy wind

« Circle the pit with rocks or be sure it already has a metal fire ring

* Clear a 10-foot area around the pit down to the soil, where permissible

* Keep plenty of water handy and have a shovel for throwing dirt on the fire if it gets out of

control

« Stack extra firewood away from the fire

« Keep the campfire small

« After lighting the fire, make sure your match is out cold

» Never leave a campfire unattended. Even a small breeze could quickly cause the fire to

spread
« Extinguish the fire by drowning it with water. Make sure all embers, coals and sticks are
wet. Move rocks to make sure there are no burning embers underneath. Stir the remains,

add more water and stir again

* Do not bury your coals — they can smolder and re-ignite




I I s I

Ten steps that homeowners can take to increase their level of protection and minimize their

vulnerability to wildfire. They are:

1. Clearing vegetation

2. Watering vegetation in the vicinity of the home

3. Keeping water-storing plants as a wildfire deterrent

4. Using fire-resistant building materials and roof types

5. Placing a swimming pool in a fire-protective location

6. Ensuring the safe storage of firewood, propane tanks and other fuels

7. Keeping trees and medium-height vegetation away from dwellings and other

structures such as garages and barns

8. Creating a buffer zone between forest-type vegetation and the home

9. Keeping lawns trimmed and leaves raked

10. Keeping roof and rain-gutters free of debris such as leaves, needles and dead limbs

For more information, please visit the Firewise Web site at www.firewise.org.




FIREWISE CONSTRUCTION TIPS

Matgriak and Design

The bl.l.llllll'“ I'I'ﬂllﬂ'ﬂli, H|B;|1 aml Lacarini

location, and the fuels within the
area will all contribute 1o the
ability ar imabalsty of the strochans
i survive @ wildland fire situation,
By conssdering the fol lowiing
stmociural hacards, new develop=
mesis can be bailt with an
inereased chance of surviving a
wildland'urhan fire. Existimg
simactures can be retrofitied 1o
redluce fire risk. Some improve-
merts miay carry financinl incen-
tives like insurancs: premiam
recluction, energy savings, as well
a5 improwved] praperty values and
resale potential

An exozllemt reference is
FIREWISE Constrction. Desion
amd Materioely, as nobed m the
hihlingraphy.

DEMONSTRATION SITES

Enpograps a eal biikhng supply
company fo offir discoants for
haovne EnprovEmenL materials

(i [ |||'|'|.|l.-.'|| [T s
Encowmpe them 1o candht
homeowmer clisses in FIREWESE
islerml s el ekl

S rmanee [or donations of enough

mEiicrels o mEsamble a depley

Build in a locaison thai will minimoe expossre
ol vulnersble desigr lzaberes (like decks aml
mverhangs) ond maxineee suryivability
Siructures should be sl back at keast 30 foet

Ty paviperny' lines L BElp endiirg comimal of the

AAEIOINL arcas.
Builkd away Tram dimgerons featurgs like the op

ol slopes or nexi oo sieep cavyons.

Rl

[mappropeiaie roofing cawses the mosi damage
T lcsisezs, Firehiaide of cmbess light o feols

or enter at valnerabde points near the rood (e.g.,

gabdis, mallils, venls)

Lover with non-flammeshle maserizls (asphali,
concrehe, like, maeial, oic.)
Ieesgsiia Bor gaps, ‘wlhich can cxpose ignil-abs

-||||'|-'|:-||.'||||_; o rodl 'llllllllll-.'|

Walls

Walls are most susceplibde to ignition by
radiation amd convection, pamicskinly nm
mzterials

Sudmps thal resasl heal and Mames, inclode
Cemend, plasier, specoo and concreie masonry
such as =iame, brick or block

Sie in

nale, wach as vingl, waill non B,
b when exposed to high temperatures will fadl
wway or el This may el prgsced another line

probdem as long os the sub-rmatenial is sealed

and no hulden spaces exist.

Enves and Overhangs

Eaves and ervizrhangs - room pushouls, Fay
WINCHas, SXIENSINNE OVET SHif2s - Ane Yoy
vulnerable 1o heat

Elimisane comtac witk Teele

B or cnclose with metal screces or other non
Mamermable makemals w redues surlieg g aml

eliminmie edges thol can erap firehrands.

Windows

Expomure io heat can cause windows o freciure

wri collapse leaving an opésang e Tlames 1o

CTMCT & SIMC e

Ui ghass products el wathslamd mdiand and
codteelive hisal o rediee thes risk ke therenal
windm=

Ternpered gliss will watlEgesd much highs
ternperatures than plaie gless and should be

usdl [ Erger windows and those averlooking

Should a buskding come in contact with Baet,
lamses, or firckbeands. tho building materialk
medl dhesagm shombd prevest or retand the
pemeiration of the fre beyond the exierior of
thie: slriciun:

YVienis

Lipenings shonild be soresmed o prevent
firchrands from enlenmg siruchores.

Sergerd shoulld preven passape of cbgecis
larger than ¥ inch

Senbs amad seroens should be constructed of
mmerinls tat will nin birn or mel when
euposed (o beat or fArchramds.

lsestad] ppark arreenors over clilivmsys

[rectall matal screeming over sub=floor and attic

il

Mttachmewix

Amtschiments inechale any sruciones connesied
1 @t siructure such as decks, porches, and
fences, To mske alachimienls e deforsible
o

Construct docks out of fme resertant materials

like heavy nenher, plastic woosd, sine, oF
cement fiber pancls.

I ek agnilicn postenizl of the amackenenl i3
high, the ignition poteniml of the eniire

siructury 1= conssderad high




FIREWISE LANDSCAPING TIPS

COMMUNITY CLEAN UP
DAY

- When many people make a
sarmilar effort at the same time,
the cost of removal goes way
divarn — whether for kauling,
chipping, planting, ete,

- Thiz is an excellent way to
document progress ona com
munity seale and denve positive
publicity for continuing efforts
in your action plan,

Wolunteer Fire Departments
can wse door-ta-door fund-
raksing campaigis o adverise a
clean up day.

CREATING SURVIVABLE SPACE

When creating survivable space, it is ofien necessary to remove trees and other vepetation
fromm thee area. Benefits include removing potentially hazardous slash, providing nsable wood
waste [ hke hrewood, mukch, elc, . L‘le_:l.'m:mu:j_l_ crime podential, amd potential wand |,1.;|n'|.5||_[!_:

WAYS TO CLEAR DEBRIS

Chipping/Grinding
Look through local phone book for
commercial chippers for rent or sale

Arranze for boamers Trom localiconnty

DEMONSTRATION SITE

Lse donated plants and other
miaterials i
community |

landscaping

PErmAnenl e

park or fire o i poriahle

irs and other

display for f

COTIITUmILY i

government highway depariments,

elactric ar other utility company, boeal
rilrseTs.

Hire a contracior to chip the materials

in exchange for the chips. Besidents

m one communaly hared a contracior

o clear way trees that presented n
Fazardiies fire sifuation. The tress thai

besl commercial value wene sold amd

the comtractor ard resident split the
procecds 30040, The resident then

turmesd] over their 5% back 1o the
combractor chear wha wauld then clear

the pam-Commeercsal s and slash

froamn the commiercial harvest.

-Local nurseries and landscaping
companss may oan a chipper in exchange
for the chips'mulch.

SCHpverniment grants exist for chipper
remlals, proveded hazard mangation & the
ultimate goal.

“One resident purchased & chipper 1o his
prapeerty them sald g the next neaghbor o
R50 less than the priginal cost. The neigh-
b then used it and sebd it o the ne
meighboar for 550 less than whal

bz paidl

the chipper this way, people cleansd theirs

nnd sa on, By sharng the cost of

praperty at the cost of 350 cach. Inothe end,
the chipper was paid for and became the

prrapserty of the meghbarhood association.

Hauling
Melove materials o a land'solid wasie
disposal site, similar to Chrstmas Tree
removal.

Burning

- Check with local fire, health, and/or
ERLENSICHN A ETICIES '“.Ir inEtrucson,
resquired permits and other consider-
atkons.
Tile amel pale techrguizs are paricularly
useful in clearing and disposal arrange-
e nits. | see ghossary)




In a wildfire, there are no guarantees.

In a wildfire, local fire departments have two priorities — FIRST to protect human life and property
and SECOND to stop the progression of the fire. Homes in the path of a wildfire may or may not be
able to be protected. Often firefighters must decide which homes can be protected and which
ones can't. So the more homeowners do to create Firewise living spaces, the more likely their

homes can be saved.

Homeowners in interface areas can play an active role in protecting their homes from wildland

fire AND greatly assist you (the fire department) in protecting the homes and the neighborhood.

Work with homeowners in your area to compile a list of potential emergency access problems
such as those on the list in this section. This list will provide the fire department with information

that can help determine steps necessary to protect the house in the event of wildfire.

« Street signs and addresses must be visible and readable (at least 4 inches in height and

reflectorized).

« All access gates must be able to be unlocked by emergency responders and kept in good
working order. The gate should swing inward and allow a clear opening of no less than 2

feet wider than the gated road or driveway.

* Driveways must be wide enough to allow fire engine access (12 feet wide with a vertical

clearance of 13.5 feet and a slope less than 10 percent).
« All driveways and access roads must be well maintained and clearly marked. Any
driveway greater than 300 feet in length should include ample turnaround space at

locations approved by the fire department.

* Bridges must have the weight capacity to hold the weight of a fire truck.



UNDERSTANDING
HOW TO
UNDERSTAND
YOUR COMMUNITY



UNDERSTANDING HOW TO UNDERSTAND YOUR COMMUNITY

What is a Firewise Community and what does it look like?

Commuuity is mose tham o place - more than buildings, reads, homes, orees, and mone
than property camers. [ s alao the relabonships, parinerships, aititudes and valuis that
hind individuals, corparatsons, organications, and agencies together, and motnvade them
0 BCRIEE GO HATPOSES.

By first undersinnding the definitian of a commumity, it hecomes easier to grasp the
concept of communitics that are Firewise, Firewise is a combingtson of attifudes and
hehaviors which grow out of an understamding of “the place™, together with a shared
vision of & community that is iregrated into its natural setting and, at the same time, is
a safer place for people vo live. It masindzes fire protecton wiils minimam mmgact on
cammumnity and prepery owner valoes. It benefils the landscape and wikldlife as well as
people. Collshorative parinerships hetween hsiness, government, fire prodection, local

amsociations and residents are essential 1o creating, Firewise Communmites

The vision af a Firewise commanity ar neighborhood is one in which Firewise pctivities
become a part of daaly hife, Wildire @alety 1= a daly habal., Evervday actvities always
include fire safety mensares, People and organations understand the importance of
ihese menswnes, aral work iogether for their maneal benefit and prodeciion, and the pro-
lection ol herr envirommient.

What are these Firewisa activities?

v

Spark

Claararos
G s
tanks




What Makes Information Work for People?

A Learning Model

Wi have sdapied and modified a simple and effectve model of how adales besmn e belp clanfy gocial processes and panmnerships, in-
wvalved m develeping Firewise Commumities. Usig this mode] ax a guide albows informatson 1o be presened o polential partners when,

andl in a way, that they are most ready o accepi and ase i

The model is calbed Stages of Learming. The model progresses sequentially through fear stages: lgnorance, Confusion, Confidence,

and Mastery, The sty of any unfamiliar subject begins with ignarance and may proceed o mastery. At cach stage, podentinl parmers

pioed different kinds of information and levels of information w mose 1w the nea sage.

This appreach centers on guestions that are imporiant (o leamers at each stage, It helps spesd the mite of adoption of new idess amd
PP q r e PE & M
pracices by enhancing ther comprehension and comtral. And i assis1s change agenis 1 present axadcily the information potentsal

pariners need 0 move 1o the next kaming sage.

Why use this model?

Wany folks don’t even Enoay thal they dion™t Know what 15 imvolved mothe process ol ereatmg Firewsse Communities, Furthermore, o will

likely he ap to you o generate that mwareness befare they will get invalved in o selution, 11% sad bt tre.

Pecple wheo don't know they don't know somethmyg aren ™ aware of the benefits of actsmn, or the pifalls of mon-action. They samply are

mot cognizant of the implications or the potentinl benefs, Using the concepts in the modezl belps to spread ideas ond practices quickly

) Feal  Ways o Chercome Cbstacks Cusestions Peopls A5
Fnplace ignorance of isues .
| don't know that | | problems, ispications and Wiy should | care about this?
doriT know solutions with warenegs. and )
desiz 1o lear maore Firw cold this Affec! me?
Aeducs confusion o
| kmow thet | dorit mumam,-,mm Wy shoukd | be doing?
krirw pisopks 1o ke acion .
hesp ¥om athess Firw will doing it benedi me !
Wﬂg:smhﬂ.ﬂhm
—— T practics
b ake BII0N B0 S0k PONENS | yinal resounces End skils g
required for each siep?
Fiow can | maintsin my
s Crame more leaders, achers, | competence®
an jusl and krmwledge e resouies il :
[How can | assisl others o gain
the bocal level Hiw o e

The four stages of learming
{Adapted from Voege and Crocker,
1598 ) cam easaly explam the methoed of
mlopling community acticns - even

creating Firewise Communitics

Ench learning stage nddresses o
differem set of potemtial panines
quesiims. Palenizl partners fird 01
easier in accept ardl adopd idens that
sl dress thear questions. 1F their
quesiinms are ot addressed, they find
it difficult to indegrane the imformatsan




What If Your Community Doesn't Know it Doesn't Know?

Achieving awareness is not simple. Eather it"s an ango

g commumity-wile process
of markei ng iheai atiracis atengion fo VOHAT ideas ar o ImipaIEn . e fi iy heligve
presentalions thal address the awlence’s level of understanding and commtmsent {or
lzck thereof as ignorance ), that can overcome deubt and confusion, and that can

[T |:||_' A 5EnsE ::r|_||||1-ll_|;_'n|_'|_' :|I'.L| (M} -'|I||||_ [ 1] 'H..II‘-Hl:Il"lI.I ||:. .|r'|:.‘~\.' AWHANeness Ill.lﬁl-l_hﬁ
anl by they allect people’s lives, The pace of learning new concepls and pracisees.
The rate at which ikleas spread and are adopted. People’s willingness to act together

to imiplement beneficial practices

NMow They Know They Don’t Know--50 WHAT?

By noay they sl enly K that they dos't knesw anytlang about Firewese Comamanns-
ties. At least there iz interest in fimding out about 1. And that’s good. The goal at
this second stape is o educate to reduce comfusbom, persuade individunls to adopd o

b W pnal, and msoivates e 1o lake senon. This s whens specilic problems
uned practices are defined amd illustrated. This is the WHAT stape. “What shoold [ be
doing? What are the benafins? What's it going o cos? What nesds 1o be dones 1o
adklress thi issued rased sarlier”™ (ol e speaiic detals of how o accompleh cach

slepl When your andience stars to sk thess questio

w, they are now aware that there
% g prohlem ard something mist be dome 10 solve i

When They Know, Why Don't They DO SOMETHING?

Many mitemgs i myoelve comamaniieess Tal, Why™ A amber of reasons. b many,
bl it or nof, rest with a lack of conbidenos in peopbe’s own abaluly 10 ke acixon
to sidve problems. They need the knowledge of HOW to go about doing i1, and the
conlidenee o bepin

%1 this singe, the poal is e descibe the process in enough detnil to build canfidence
un ther

T o Tk &ction o solve problems withour everahelmang them.  This &
the HOWY stage = the specific steps bo take to nesalve the issses. Mow is the time o
necapornte whad skills and mmenals are needed, Irems like howe-io, ssep-by-step
Heosakbook™ approachss, what resources amd skills are reguirsd for sach suep, how 1o
accomplish the technical details, efe. The challenge i & be clear and precedural,

wihile also FESCIInG a5 AN’ .\_-\.|I-\."'""|_|I Vi DHATSEL llr.:ll_'lll:l'l RS =S il




How Do | Keep Proficient?

The Inst stage of adult learming is mastery. The goal is 1o create more leaders,
teachers, and knowledgeable resounces at the local level, This is a SHARING sapge;
leachmng by example. Omce o core group s workimg 1egether, il becomes much s
1o attract ndditional recruits, teach new concepts, and provide new infarmatson 1o

stimulate comtinged motivation and mamtain confidence

Why Is How People Learn So Important?

Mlosn peuopde won 1 adopl a new praciice or siralegy. unless they ane convineed it offers
a sapmificand benefit. B that's next 1o mpossihle umil they are first aware that thas
practice or sirategy exisis and then that it has some relesance, Many of us may realize

il benedits of provecting against wildfire and sill resist doing the required work.

Research shosws many landoreners have no ilen there is n comelaiion beracesn probecs-
ik cherr horme from waldire and puming “Class A7 rooling oo her bowse, Or that a
drivenay needs 1o be at least 14 feet wide to accommadate a fire emgime. And tha:
each neiphborhood nesds two wavs do get inand o, just in case one way is blocked
by fire, smeoke, or abandoned cars. Besearch also shiws waldire as & scare @i 15 nol
usually an incentive for adults. The general thowght i that it ¥won’t happen here in
my backyard”

Mativating adults to learn is far different than it is for children., 1t is tied maore directly
1o b perception than knowledge will help them perform Bener or lead mone sanisfyving
Irvess, Addulis have a deep need For self-direcon. Thus, elfectnee adult leaming akes
place when papies are importang in their experence, mther than imposed by external

aurhoriiy.

What Triggers Motivation?

ldeas spread because peophe Did them alracive. This Begimns wath the way thiy are
presemied. Traditionally, fire agencies have tned to use the image of fire and bumned
hoises to seare people mto action to protect them, B reseanch shows ofien when
people ane “scaned muo action”, hoke 1 anything 15 done 1o recaly the siuation on a
permanent basis. Then professsonals ask, “Why aren’t they doing something aboat the
privhlem paricularhy when | wld them exactly what o do The arswer may be fire is
& threat bul not an incentive W change, particularly for people in Stage 1 and 2. An
unclerstaniding of what riggers motivation, and how 10 activate those triggers, can bead
1o e effective communication, The imparian thing is not what they plan 1o dio, ba
why they an: matnated 1o do 1.




I= It Influence or Parsuasion?

I'he importancs of understanding e iwation raiis lies sy m |'|.;i|'J_l abile to |'||:|I'||'\-.||:|I-H_'

L .... ETILY L w1 LY - L8] C 1 i L . AT, s a L
weaple imlo doing thimgs they would not ordmanly want o de. Faather, it les m being

able ta present ideas in such a way that minimum energy is required on the pant of the

lissener v effectively hear the message. It lies in being able w overcome bamiers

crealed by how the kleas ane presemted, rather than barmers created by the mleas

themselees, Thas, the lstener’s energy can then be used to understang ond evaloate

the weas bong presemied nsicad of beimg wsed 10 overeome barmers created by

language that does nat match thears.

Influence With Language

5o how do we influence people to be Frrewise without focwusing on fire?

Fois o scamething meanimgful 1o them, something they see as heneficial

Reseanch what is imporant io your community, For example, peace of
mind &5 an actien mest people will try g0 afiain rather than runming from

ke 1Eread Gl destruction.

Show a bropder perspective. Include fire protection among the things

1kt preserve their values and hifestyle.

Listen for hiow people describe their values and use those Berms 1

discribe the benefits of the achions. v propose.

What Will It Take to Get My Community Involved?

1}

2)

3)

4)
|

B

rl
a)

It will take commilied communily partners - people, businesses,
organizations and agencies who have a stake in developing and
maintaining a Firewise Communily,

Partnar's interests will have 1o be darified so that evaryone understands
whal goals, values, and expected oulcormes are important to them. (15
COonEaNsUs possible?)

11 will b Bmipartant b share & common vision of a desirable ufwre siale.
This can becoms the standard for priontizing and evaluating specific task
siEps.

Community partners will nead o define objactives that mowve the
comrmunity owand the shared vigion.

A dascripiion of the fask steps required o move the process forward, with
enough detall o esweed unplegsant surpnses &t implemantation, will meed
ter bz developed

Ways by monibor and evaluate prograss will nead 1o b2 established and
resources will need o be allecated to implement them

I:EI'I'I"I'IIJI'II'|!|-' support will have 1o be devekopad.

Tor gt thee process going, oginion keaders, champions, and “spark plegs’
will be naaded.




Use every opportunity to help prepare homeowners for the inevitability of wildfires and teach
them what they can do to help protect their families and homes. The key is education . . . getting

the word out . . . because there is no such thing as being too Firewise.

Wildfires are inevitable, but those living in the wildland/urban interface will have a better chance

of escaping harm by taking the following precautions:

» Know where gas, electric and water main shutoffs are and how to use them
* Have a fire extinguisher and know how to use it
« Know if you have fire protection and its proximity to your home
» Know where the closest police and emergency medical facilities are located
« Study the community’s disaster-preparedness plans
« Plan several different escape routes out of the area and designate a meeting place for
family members to reunite
* Prepare an emergency kit that includes at least:
—a 3-day supply of drinking water and food that needs no refrigeration
— a portable NOAA weather radio
— first aid supplies
— basic tools
—a flashlight and batteries
—a portable lantern
— credit cards and cash
— important documents such as insurance policies
« Talk with neighbors about working together, before, during and after a wildfire
» Make contingency plans for children and those who need special care in an emergency
» Make contingency plans for pets to ensure that they are safely evacuated and cared for
periodically

* Review and update homeowner’s insurance policies




Panic, disorganization, and inefficiency result when community members are unprepared for a
wildfire. You need to make sure that the following information is distributed to homeowners. A
good idea would be to hold yearly meetings to review proper procedures during a wildfire. This

will serve to refresh the memories of long-term residents and bring new ones up to speed.

When you learn that a wildfire is approaching, it's time to put Firewise planning into action.

* Monitor local agencies and media for reports and evacuation information

* Back car out of garage and park in an open space facing the direction of escape

« Shut car doors and roll up windows. Leave the key in the ignition and the car doors
unlocked

* Garage doors and windows should be closed. Disconnect automatic garage door openers

* Pets should be confined to one room. Make plans to care for pets in case of evacuation

* Arrange temporary housing outside the threatened area

» When advised to evacuate, leave immediately

» Wear protective clothing — sturdy shoes, long pants, long-sleeved shirt, gloves and a dry
handkerchief to protect the face. Wear cotton or wool clothing, avoid synthetic material

* Take emergency kit when evacuating

« Follow evacuation route outlined by local officials. If no official route exists, choose a
route away from the fire hazards, constantly watching for changes in the speed and

direction of the fire and smoke




After the wildfire passes, there is still much that can be done and many precautions that need to

be taken.

* Listen to recommendations of your local fire department, police and utility companies

* Check for hazards, such as gas or water leaks and electrical shorts; turn off damaged

utilities. Have the utility company reconnect service when the area is secured

* Check for injuries and administer first aid as needed

* Check food and water supplies. Do not eat anything from open containers near shattered

glass



Communication Overview

The following communications and media relations materials are designed to support outreach and
general communications efforts.

Persuasive Communication

Most presentations are not purely about information delivery but about persuasion: You have a
viewpoint that you're working to get across. Following are some techniques and preparation
points that will make you a more effective persuader, whether you're presenting to a potential new
client, the media, an internal audience or any other venue.

Prepare. Know the people you'll be talking with, their interests and concerns. Think of five to 10
questions that a crowd, or individual, would be likely to ask you, then think through how you'd
answer them. Incorporate localized examples in your answers whenever possible — always try to
find a way to connect the argument to that person or audience. Be sure your imaginary questions
fall on a range from "if you dread it, you will get it" to very easy. Sometimes the easiest questions
give us the best springboard for speaking about the big issues involved rather than some
nettlesome specific issue. By doing this exercise, when you're actually fielding questions, you'll be
remembering your answers, not creating them.

Set an agenda. Have a set of "key message points" that you wish to communicate. While your
messages may vary depending on who you're talking to and what will strike a responsive chord
with them, agendas always have three things in common:

0 Agendas are brief. Time is always limited, so you can’t have a mile-long list (besides, no
listener would remember it all). Try to have no more than three or four points.

0 Agendas are true and provable. Don't just make statements without proof. Back them up with
facts, personal anecdotes, and localized examples.

[0 Agenda points are repeated. This is very much like the adage, "Tell ‘em what you're going to
say, tell ‘em, tell ‘em what you just told ‘em."” Don't repeat yourself verbatim, but get your points
in more than once to ensure the listener hears you.

Speak in headlines. If you look at any newspaper headline, you'll realize something rather odd: it's
the story’s conclusion, but it’s at the top of a story. That’s the opposite of a normal conversation.
Get in the habit, when trying to persuade others, of viewing your messages as headlines and
leading off your answers or statements with them. As the media has long known, it's much more
powerful and attention-grabbing, and ensures that your major points are heard.



Preparing for an Interview

O 0OoOod

O

Do your homework...prepare your message.

Prepare a "talking paper" on primary points you want to make.

Anticipate questions — don’t wait for a surprise. Expect the unexpected (especially with radio
call-in shows).

Practice answering questions.

A reporter may repeat a question in different ways to get a response; don't let him/her wear
you down...stick to your points.

Begin the interview with your major points — don’t use notes (unless you’re on the phone).
Be prepared for the reporter to interrupt you with questions.

Maintain control of the interview — or at least your part of it.

Cover controversial areas with the reporter before the interview (before the camera starts
rolling).

Find out who will be interviewing you; if possible, introduce yourself to him/her.

Remember, for print, emphasis is on content:

» More detailed questions
 More follow-up questions

* Interview will typically take longer...set a time limit
For TV and radio, emphasis is on "sound bites" (concise 5- to 10-second comments).



Making Your Point, Making It Stick

Use a rifle, not a shotgun.
Pick the three or four "most important” points that you want to make.

Keep it simple.
State your message in a simple, straightforward manner. Make it easy on your audience to listen,
understand, and remember.

Keep it positive.
When asked about a problem, talk about the solution. Don’t say what you don’t do...say what you
do do!

Say it again, Sam.
Drive home key messages. Don't be afraid to repeat yourself.

You're always on stage.
Your key messages are applicable to all public comments you make. Media interview skills apply to
any and all speaking opportunities.

Sing the same song.
Your credibility depends on consistency. Make the same major points to all audiences in all
circumstances.

Be a reporter.
Speak in headlines...then support with paragraphs.

Be a lawyer.
Make a (quotable) assertion...then prove your case.

Bridging
Going from where you are to where you want to be

0 When faced with a question you're not sure how to answer...listen, take a breath...and then
use a "connector" to get you "over" to the answer you want to give (i.e., one of the key points
you want to make). Here are some sample "connectors" to help build your bridge:

« "Let’s look at that another way..."
* "The real issue here is..."
* "No, | don’t know anything about that, but what I can tell you is this..."

0 Don't become fixated by the question, and don't evade it...restructure it.



Interview Do’s

Tell the truth.

Be correct...if you don’t know, don’t guess.

Know your subject.

Use specifics.

Use anecdotes (tell stories).

Use appropriate (non-controversial) contrasts and comparisons.
Use analogies.

Answer with clear, short, hard-hitting phrases.

Give your conclusion first...brief and direct.

Be cool...keep your voice steady.

Be enthusiastic, animated.

Be likable...reporters, audiences respond to and remember that.
Be a listener.

Be casual.

Be yourself.

Build bridges...from the question asked, to the answer you wanted to give.

Oo0oDoDooooDooooooogogo

Interview Don'ts

Don’t use jargon (talk in plain English).

Don't go "off the record." (Don’t say anything you aren’t willing to hear, see, or read.)

Don’t repeat a negative.

Don't accept the premise of the question.

Don’t accept "what if" questions...don’t speculate.

Don't fall for the "A or B" dilemma. (If a reporter gives you two unacceptable options or
choices, in the context of asking a question, don’t accept either..."Actually, the reason is ‘C.™)
[0 Don't step into the absent-party trap. (Don't comment on the comments of someone else..."|
don’t know about them or what they said, but | do know that for me...")

O Ooooogdg



Television — Special Considerations

Logistics

Y |

Be on time or early for an interview...this is essential for TV.

Know in advance how long the interview will last.

Talk in regular voice for audio check.

Look at the reporter, not the camera or microphone.

Once the interview begins, ignore movements of technicians.

Talk "over" (not into) a lavaliere microphone.

Resist the urge to "project" at a microphone...keep the conversation at a conversational level.
Always assume the camera is rolling, particularly after an interview.

Niceties

Introduce yourself to the host/interviewer...technicians, too, if circumstances permit.
Use microphone check to prompt and remind the host/interviewer...say your name,
organization, and reason for being there.
Remember...help them make your story interesting:

« State your conclusion first.

* Be brief.
Maintain eye contact with the host/interviewer...this lets him/her know you are interested and
unafraid.

Body Language

e e e e

TV will frame your face, move back to show your presence.

Watch what your body and face say — don’t look bored, smug, or defensive.
Don’t cross your arms over your chest.

Don’t look at the ceiling.

Stand or sit with erect back...show confidence...but not stiffness.

Wear an interested, friendly, likeable look on your face.

Lean slightly toward the host/interviewer.

Rest hands comfortably, crossed on your lap.

Avoid nervous movements — jiggling legs, fidgeting fingers, picking cuticles.
Hand gestures are OK, but keep them limited/under control.

Remain calm at all times.

Smile, be friendly.

Appearance

Don't let your appearance distract people from hearing what you have to say.

Dress appropriate for the occasion...a uniform or golf shirt and khakis work well for volunteer
firefighters.

Wear grays, blues, dark beige, or soft pinks.

Solids are best; avoid small, busy prints, plaids, stripes, or herringbones.

If professional make up assistance is offered, accept it.

Remove photo-gray glasses for the interview.



TEMPLATE NEWS RELEASE
INSERT LOCAL VFD LETTERHEAD OR FIREWISE LETTERHEAD

For Immediate Release ([DATE])
Contact: [VFD CONTACT NAME, PHONE]

[CITY OR DEPARTMENT NAME] Volunteer Fire Department Helps Make Community Firewise

([CITY], [State]). — While firefighters were able to protect 98 percent of structures that were
threatened by wildland fires last year, Americans still lost more than 3,000 structures to wildfire.*
The [CITY OR DEPARTMENT NAME] Volunteer Fire Department is helping local residents who live
in high-risk areas take action now to protect their homes and neighborhoods from wildland fires —

before a fire starts.

[IF AVAILABLE, INSERT LOCAL RISK INFORMATION.] To address these risks, [INSERT BRIEF,
GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF VFD FIREWISE ACTIVITY]

"As volunteer firefighters, we see firsthand the dangers that wildfires can pose to our neighbors
and our communities," said [NAME], [TITLE] for [CITY OR DEPARTMENT NAME] Volunteer Fire
Department. "Because of that, we are very committed to helping area residents understand what

they can do and what our community can do to prepare for those fires."

[INSERT DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF LOCAL ACTIVITY]

"During a wildfire event, firefighters are limited in time and resources; we may not be able to get to
every house," said [LAST NAME]. "These preventive measures can help homes and neighborhoods

withstand a fire and help to reduce the spread of the fire."

- more -



Volunteer Fire Department Helps Make Community Firewise / ADD ONE

The [CITY OR DEPARTMENT NAME] Volunteer Fire Department’s efforts are a local installation of a
national program. Firewise Communities is a national, multi-organizational initiative designed to
reach beyond the fire service and involve homeowners, community leaders, planners, developers,
and others in the effort protect homes and businesses from the dangers of wildland fire. A Firewise
approach includes creative landscaping, home construction and design, and sound community

planning to prepare structures to withstand a fire, even before it starts.

Firewise Communities is a national initiative designed to reach beyond the fire service and involve
homeowners, community leaders, planners, developers, and others in the effort to protect people
and property from the dangers of wildland fire. Firewise Communities programs include the
Firewise Communities Workshop Series, Firewise Communities/USA Recognition Program, and
support for fire organizations and community groups. The Firewise Communities program is part of
the Wildland/Urban Interface Working Team of the National Wildfire Coordinating Group, a
consortium of wildland fire agencies that includes the USDA Forest Service, U.S. Department of
the Interior, National Association of State Foresters, U.S. Fire Administration, National Fire
Protection Association, International Association of Fire Chiefs, Federal Emergency Management
Agency, National Emergency Management Association, and the National Association of State Fire

Marshals. For more information, visit www.firewise.org.

#Hi#

*SOURCE: National Interagency Fire Center



FIREWISE
Where You Live. How You Live.

Overview

Wildfires are an absolute reality. They are going to occur — it is just a matter of when.
Unfortunately, once a wildfire ignites, there is only so much the fire service can do to protect the
property in its path. Since 1970, more than 10,000 homes and 20,000 other structures and facilities
have been lost to severe wildland fire. Firewise is a national initiative designed to reach beyond
the fire service by involving homeowners, community leaders, planners, developers, and others to
protect people and property from the dangers of wildland fire — before a fire starts.

Firewise incorporates the efforts of federal and state agencies, local communities, and individual
homeowners in a proactive approach to design, build, and maintain an environment that works
with the natural landscape to help homes and structures withstand wildfire events.

Wildfires can happen in just about any area of the country. Firewise speaks to those who live in
the wildland/urban interface: areas where homes are located in traditionally natural settings such
as forests, grasslands, farms, and heavily wooded neighborhoods.

Firewise Approach

Firewise offers a series of practical steps (landscaping, home construction and design, community
planning, etc.) that individuals and communities can take to protect themselves from the risks of
wildfire. The approach involves utilizing a range of Firewise steps. Relying only on any one element
of a Firewise program is not enough to protect against the many dangers of wildfire.

Sample Firewise techniques include creating a defensible space around residential structures by
clearing trees and brush; adopting targeted landscaping techniques for trees, shrubs, and soil;
choosing drought-resistant plants; selecting ignition-resistant building materials; positioning
structures away from slopes; and working with firefighters to develop emergency access to
properties.

Sponsors

Firewise is directed and sponsored by the National Wildfire Coordinating Group’s Wildland/Urban
Interface Working Team, a consortium of wildland fire organizations and federal agencies that are
responsible for wildland fire management in the United States, including:

* International Association of Fire Chiefs

» National Association of Emergency Managers

» National Association of State Fire Marshals

» National Association of State Foresters

» National Fire Protection Association

e US Fire Administration/FEMA

» USDA Forest Service

e USDI Bureau of Indian Affairs

o USDI Bureau of Land Management

e USDI Fish & Wildlife Service

» USDI National Park Service

Programs
Firewise offers a vast array of resources for individuals and organizations. For more information on
the following programs, visit www.firewise.org.



. Firewise Web Site: www.firewise.org
Firewise’s interactive Web site features fire safety information; streaming video;
downloadable documents; an extensive list of helpful links; and a searchable library of
national, state, and local documents on a wide range of wildfire safety issues.

. Firewise Communities Workshop Series
Firewise Communities national workshops prepare community leaders and fire service
professionals to recognize wildland/urban interface fire hazards, make homes and
landscapes Firewise, deliver fire education to residents, and incorporate Firewise planning
into existing and developing areas of communities. These dynamic workshops feature
interactive discussions, mapping, and wildfire simulations. Firewise workshops are most
successful when they are attended by representatives from diverse disciplines, such as
planners, business leaders, homeowner associations, fire service professionals, and others.
Eleven national workshops are scheduled in 2003 in cities throughout the U.S.

. Firewise Communities/USA Recognition Program
In cooperation with the National Association of State Foresters (NASF), Firewise
Communities/USA is a nationwide initiative that will recognize individual communities for
implementing strategies to protect people and properties from the dangers of wildfire.
Working with state foresters and fire professionals, as well as homeowners and local
organizations, interested communities will assess wildland/urban interface hazards and
develop and implement a community mitigation plan. Upon completion, communities can
apply for Firewise Communities/USA recognition.

. Firewise Information Resources
In addition to its Web site, Firewise is continuously developing informational materials to
help community organizations understand and address wildland/urban interface issues,
including the Wildfire News & Notes newsletter, landscaping and home construction
checklists, mini-documentaries, CD-ROMSs, school education projects, and more.

History of Firewise

After the catastrophic fire season of 1985, representatives of NFPA and the USDA Forest Service
met to discuss the increasing trend of wind-driven fire in populated areas, and formed the National
Wildland/Urban Interface Fire Protection Initiative. In 1992, the task force adopted the term
"Firewise" to describe the state of being knowledgeable and prepared for wildfire in residential or
urban settings. The group joined with the National Wildfire Coordinating Group in 1993 and became
the Wildland/Urban Interface (WUI) Working Team, which operates the Firewise Communities
initiative. The Firewise Web site launched in 1996, and the national workshop series began in 1999.
Today, the Firewise team continues to promote safety in the wildland/urban interface through its
Web site, workshop series, community recognition program, and information resources.




Because the best defense against a wildfire is to be prepared, your (city or department name)
volunteer fire department is holding a free, one-day workshop designed to teach you how to

protect your family and property before a fire strikes.

You'll learn how to identify and reduce the risks of losing your property and how to create a

defensible space around your home.

The workshop will be (date and time) at (location). It’s free to all area residents, but space is

limited. Those who wish to attend are asked to call (telephone number) for reservations.



1. The sample letter can be reproduced on individual letterhead

2. Banner: to reproduce please use enclosed CD or visit www.firewise.org or www.stateforesters.org.

3. Poster: to reproduce please use enclosed CD or visit www.firewise.org or www.stateforesters.org.

4. Flyer: to reproduce please use enclosed CD or visit www.firewise.org or www.stateforesters.org.



ay, March 16, 2003
AM - s:00 PM

. Learn how to defend

| I your home against wildfire.

Food and drinks.
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Firewise Glossary

A wildfire willfully ignited by anyone to burn, or spread to, vegetation or property without
consent of the owner or hisher agent,

Lirnit the spread of fire by any appropriate means,

A collective term that refers 1o stamds of vegetation dominated by shrubby, woody planis, of
low-growing trees, usnally of o typs undesirable for livestock or timber management,

A firg burning in vegetation that is predominantly shrubs, brush, and scrub growth.

A declared ban on open air burndng within a gpecified area, usisally dise o sustained high
fire danger.

The state of the combined factors of the environment that affect fire behavior in a specified
fisel type.

The strafum containing the crowns of the tallest vegetation present (living or dead), usually
above 20 feet.

Foam intended for use on Class & or woody fuels; made from hydrocarbon=bassd surfactant,
therefore lacking the stromg filming properties of Class B foam, but possessing exeellent
welting properties.

Legal restriction, but not necessanly elimmation, of specified activities such as smoking,
camping or entry that might cawse fires in a given area.

Any material that, in the form in which it is used and under the conditions anticipabed, will
ignite amd bam.

Stage of growth or degree of flammability of vegetation that forms part of a fuel complex,
A maging, destructive five. Offes used to describe a fire buming uider extreme fire weatler,

The term is alse used when o wikdland fire burns into a wildland uwrban interface, destroving
many structures.

T complete control line around a fire, any spoit fire therefrom, and any interior island io be
savied.

A firg that advances from fop to top of trees or shrubs more or less independent of o surface
fire,

Iin fore supprsssion, a fire spresding from any Are originally igaited o clear land of burn
rubbish, parbage, crop stubble, of meadows {excluding incendiary finss)

Am area, fypically a width of 30 fiset or more, between an improved propenty and a potential
wildfire where the combustibles have been removed or modified.




An arrangement of pipe permanently connected 1o a water source other than a piped,
pressurized water supply system that provides a ready means of water supply for firefighting
purposes and that utilizes the suction capability of fire depaniment pumpers.

The layer of decompasing organic materals lving below the liter layer of freshly fallen
twags, needles and leaves and immediately shove the mineral sodl.

Route away from dangerous areas on a fire; should be preplanned.

The temporary movement of people and iher pessessions from locations threatened by
wildfire,

(1} Property that may be endangened by a fire buming in another structure or by a wildfire.
{2) Direction in which a slope faces, usually with respect to cardinal directions.
(3) The general surmoundings of a site with special reference fo s openmess o winds,

A level of fire behavior characteristies that ordinanly precludes methods of dirsct contral
O or more of the following is usually isvolved: high rates of spead, prolific crowning
andd/or spotting, presence of fire whirls, a strong conmvection column, Predictability is
difficult because such fires often exercise some degres of influence on their environments
amd behave erratically, sometimes dangerowsly.

Fast-drying deasd fuels, generally characterized by a comparatively high surfice anss-to-
vialume ratio, which are less than 1/4-inch in diameder, These fusls (grass, leaves, neadles,
ete. ) ignite readily and are consumed rapidly by fire when dry.

The manmer in which a fire reacts to the infleences of fuel, weather, and topography.

A relative number indicating the severity of wildland fire danger as determined from
buming conditions and other variable factors of fire danger.

Any regularly organized fire depaniment, fire protection disirict or fire company regularly
charged with the responsibility of providing fire protection to the jurisdiction,

That part of & fire within which continusous flaming combustion is taking place. Unless
olherwise specified it 15 assumed o be the leading sdge of the fire permeter,

A fuel complex, defined by valume, type condition, amangement, and location, that deter-
mines the degres of ease of ignition and of resistance to control.

A valved conmeciion on a piped waler supply system baving one of more outlets that i3 used
to supply hose and fire department pumpers with water.

Agtivities, ineluding education, engineering, enforcement and administration, that ane
directed at reducing the number of wildfires, the costs of suppression, and fire-caused
damage o resources and property.

Removing or treating fuel with fire retandant to reduce the danger of fires igniting or
spreading (e.g., fire-proofing roadsides, compsites, structural timber), Protection is relative,
e ahsolute,
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The actions taken o lmit the sdverse environmental, secial, political and economical effects
of fire.

Perindicity and patiern of naturally-occarring fires in a particular area or vegetative type,
deseribed in terms of frequency, biological sevenity, and area extenl. For example, frequent,
low=intensity surface fires with one to 23<year retum imtervals ocour in the southerm ping
foresis of the Southeastern United States, the sawgrass everglades of Florida, the mixed
condfer forests of the western Sierras of Califoria, and so forh,

The classification of roofing assemblies A, B or C as defined in the Uniform Building Code
(UPC) Standard 32.7.

A species with compact, resin-free, thick corky bark and less Mammable foliage thal hasa
relatively lower probabiliny of being killed or scarred by a fire than a fire sensitive tee.

Any substance except plain water that by chemical or physical action reduces flammability
of fueks or slows their rate of combustion.

(1) Period(s) of the year during which wildland fires are likely to occur, spread, and affect
resources values suffickent to wamrant organized fire managemem activities.

(21 A legally enseted tme during which buming activities are regulated by Siste o bocal
authority.

Winlent convection caused by a large continuous area of intense fire. Often characterized by
destructively violent surface indrafts, near and beyomd the perimeter, and sometimes by
tomado-like whirls,

Any agent wsed to extinguish the flaming and ghowing phases of combuastion by direct
application to the buming fuel.

Instructional pid in which the sides of a tnangle are used to represent the three factors
{oxygen, heat, fuel) necessary for combustion and flame production; removal of amy of the
three factors causes flame production to cease,

Weather conditions which influence fire starts, fire behavior or fire suppression,

Spinaing vortex columa of ascending hot air and gases rising from a Are and carrying alodl
smioke, debris, and flame. Fire whirls range in size from less than one foat to over 500 fest
in diameter. Large fire whirks have the intensity of a small formado.

Any source of heat, natural or human made, capable of igniting wikdland fuels. Flaming or
Elowing fusl particles that can be camied naturally by wind, convection currents, or by
gravity inte unburned fuels. Examples inclode leaves, pine cones, glowing charcoal, and
sparks,

A natural or comstructed barrier used to stop or check fires that may soeur, or fo provide a
control line from which to work.

A person who is trained and proficbent in the companents of structural or wildland fire.

The time that the material or constrection will withstand fire exposure as determinad by &
fire test made in conformity with the siandard methods of fire tesis of building, construction
amd materinlks.
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The use of materials and systems in the design and construction of a building or structure to
safeguard against the spread of fire within a building or structure and the spread of fire fo or
from buildings or structures to the wildland'urban interface area.

Wegedative management that removes flammable fuels from around a straciure i reduce
exposure b mdiant heat. The flammable fuels may be replaced with green lawn, gasdens,

certaim individually spaced green, omamental shrubs, individually spaced and pruned trees,
decorative stone or oiher non-flammabde or flame-resistant materials,

A mass of gas andergoimg rapid combustion, generally acoompanded by evoluiion of
sensible heat and meandescence,

The relative ease with which fuels ignite and burn regardless of the quantity of the fuels.

The aerated solution created by forcing air indo, or eniraining air in water confaining a foam
concenirale by means of suitably designed equipment or by eascading it through the air at a
high velocity, Foam reduces combustion by conling, moistening and exchuding oxygen.
Relative flammability of fuel as determined by fisel type and environmental comditions.
The valume of fuel in a given area generally expressed in tons per acre,

Any manipulation or removal of fuels 1o reduce the likeliheod of ignition or the resistance o
fire control,

All combustible materzal within ihe wildland'urban interface or intermix, meloding vegeta-
tioi amd sirociurnes.

Am area, strategically located for fighting anticipated fires, where the native vegetation has
been permanently modified or replaced so that fires buming o it can be more easily
controlled, Fuel breaks divide fire-prone aress into smaller aress for easier fire control and
to prowide access for firefighting.

A foel break designated for use other than fire protection,

All combustible materials such as grass, duff, loose surface litter, tree or shrub roots, rotting
wiood, leaves, peat or sawdust that typically support combustion.

The degres af flammability of the fuels once a fire stans, This includes the fuel (oype,
armangement, volume and condition], topography and weather.

Those wildland arcas where the combination of vegetation, topography, weather, and the
threat of fire to life and property create difficult and dangerous problems.

Any treatment af living and dead loels that reduces the threat of ignitkon and spread of fire,
Any fire caused direcily or mdirectly by persan{s).

The probability of a fire ignition as a result of human activities.




A discharge pipe with three valve and fittings at which water can be drawn from a water
main or other source for the purpose of fighting fires,

Chamce that o firsbramd will caese an ignition when it lands on receptive fuels,

Time between application of an ignition seurce and self-sustained combustion of a fuel.

The actions tmken by the first resources to armve at o wildfire to pratect lives amd property,
andd prevent further extension of the fire,

The lime, area, or 2one whee structures and other buman development mest of intermingle
with undeveloped wildland or vegetative foels.

Fuels that provide vertical continuity allowing fire to camy from surface fuels inte the
crovms of trees or shrubs with relative ease.

Action that moderates the seventy of a fire hazard or risk,

A uniform fire danger rating system that focuses on the environmental Ectors that contred
the moisture comtent of fuels,

Any aren where |ack of flammeable material obstructs the spread of wildfires.

A material that, in the form in which it is used and under the conditions anticipated, will mot
aid combustion or add appreciable heat to an ambient fire,

Umcontrolled buming of wastes in the open or i an open dumip,
That portion of the rees in a forest which forms the upper or uppermost layer.

That period of the fire season during which fires are expected fo ignite maost readily, to bum
with greater than avernge intensity, and to create damages at an unacceptable level,

{IJCmedq:w of being ready o cope with a potential fire situation.
{2) Mental readiness to recognize changes in fire danger and act promptly when action is
Appropriate.

Comtrolled application of fire to wildland fisels in either their naturl or modified state,
under specified environmental conditions, which allows the fire to be confined to a predeter-
mined area, and to produce the fire behavior and fire characteristics required o sitain
planmed fire treatment and resource management objectives,

A firg burning within prescription. This fire may result from either planned or unplanned
ignitions.

To prodect structures from damage by fire, whether fhe fire is inside the structure, or is
threatening the structure from an exterior source. The mumicipal firefighter is trained and
equipped for this mission and not usually trained and equipped 10 suppress wildland fires,
Wildland fire protection agencies are not normally trained nor charged with the responsibil-
ity o provide structural fire protection but will sct within their training and capabilities to
zafety prevent a wilkiland fire from igniting structures.
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That area for which a particular fire protection organization has the primary responsibility
for aftacking an uncontrolled fire and for directing the suppression action. Such responsibil-
Ltj'l:ru}'dmrﬂnpﬂlmmh law, contract, or personal inferest of the fire protection agent.
Several agencies or entities may have some hasic responsibilities without being known as
thee fire orpanization having direct protection responsibility.

Mozt of an individual firefighting resource from its assigned standby location 1o
anodher location or to an incident in reaction toe dispatch onders or to a reported alanm,

A substance or chemical agent which reduces the flammeability of combustibles.

The chamoe of a fire starting froem any causs.

An organization established to provide fire protection to a designated peographic anca
outside of arcas under municipal fire protection. Usually has some taxing authority and
officials may be appointed or electsd.

Fire protection and firefighting problems that are owtside of areas under municipal fire
prevention and building regulations and that are usually remote from public water supplies.

The variation of terrain from the horizondal; the number of fiset rise or fall per 100 feet
measured horizontally, expressed as a percentage.

(1) The visible products of combustion rising above a fire,
{21 Term wsed when reporting a fire or probabde fire in its matinl stages,

Fire originating in and burning ary part of all of any building, shelter, or ather structure.

The profection of a structure from interior and exterior fire ignition sources, This fire
profection service is normally provided by municipal fire departments, with trained and
equipped personnel. After life safety. the agency's priority is to keep the fire from leaving
the structure of origin and 1o protect the structure from an advancing wildband fire. [The
cquipment and training required fo conduct stractural fire protection is not nommeally
provided 1o the wildland firefighter.) Various tnxing suthorities fund this service,

The most aggressive fire protection strategy, it leads 1o the toial extinguishment of a fire,

Fuels lying on or near the surface of the ground, consisting of keaf amnd needle litter, dead
branch material, downed logs, bark, tree cones, and low stature living planis.

The primary and secandary branches growing oul from ihe main stem, iogether with twigs
and folinge.

Amy fire which threatens to destroy life, property, or natural resources, and (a) is not buming
within the confines of fircbreaks, or (b is burning with such intensity that it could not be
readily extinguished with ordinary, commanly avilable toals,

Low-growing vegetation (herbaceous, brush or reproduction) prowing under a stand of trees.
Also, that porison of trees i oa forest stand below the oversiory.

Any prea where wildland fuels thresten o ignite combustible homes and structures,
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A fire depariment of which some or all members are unpaid.

Legally enrolled firefighter ander the fire depariment organization laws who devotes time
and emergy o community fire service without compensation other than WorkerQs Compen-
sation of other similar death and injury benefits.

A source of water for firefighting activities,

An unplanned and uncontrolled fire spresding through vegetative fuels, af times invelving
BINICIUnEs.

The general canses of wildiand fires are (1) natural (such as lightning), {2) accidental
{debris burning, children with maiches, and so forth), and (3] intenticnal {arson).

An area in which development is essentially non-existent, except for roads, rilroads, power
lines, and similar transportation faciliies. Structures, iFany, are widely scaftered,

Amny fire occurring on the wildlands, regardless of ignition source, damages or benefits,

The prodection of natural resources and watersheds from damage by wildland fires. Stabe

amd Federal forestry or land management agencies normally provide wildland fire protection
with traimed and equipped personnel. (The equipment and traiming required to conduct
wildland fire protection is not normally provided to the strectural fire protection firefighter.)
Warious taxing authoritics and fees fund this service.

Amny area where wildland fuels threaten to ignite combustible homes and structures.

References:

Development Strategies in the WildlandUrban Interface, Western Fire Chicfs
Association, July 1991,

Glossary of Wildland Fire Terminology, National Wildfire Coordinating
Group, Publication PMS 205, NFES 1832, November 1996

Glossary of Wildland Fire Management Terms Used in the United States,
Society of American Foresters, SAF 90-05, July 19940,

NFP4, Standard 2949: Standard for Protection of Life and Property from
Wildfire, Mational Fire Protection Association, 1997 adition.

1997 Urban-Wildland Inferface Code. Imternational Fire Code Institute, 1997,
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B. FIREWISE CHECKLISTS

Firewise Landscaping Checklist

When designing and installing a firewise landscape, consider the fallowing:

0 Loeal area fira history,

O Site locaion and overall termain.

O Prevaiing winds and saasanal weather,

Q Property coniours and boundaries.

0O Mative vegetation.

O Plant characterislics and placament [duffage, waber and sall retaniion ability, aromatic oils, fuel
load par anee, and siee).

Q Irrigaticn reguiremants,

Ta create a firewise landscape, remember that the primary goal is fuel reduction. To this end,
initiate the zone concept. Zone 1 ks closest to the siructure; Zones 2-4 move progressively
fusrthar away.

O Zone 1. This wall-irigated area ancircles the sirucione lor ab least 30 on all sides, praviding

space for fire suppression aquipmant in the avent of an emerpancy, Plantings should ba
limited 1o carafully spacad low flammability specias.

O Zoaws 2. Low Nammenability pland matsnals should be used hans, Plams should b |ow-iosing,
and the Irmgation systam should extand nto this section

O Zone 3. Place low-growing plaris and well-spaced trees in this area, remembering 1o keep the
volume af vagetation (fuel) low.

O Zone 4, This furthest zone from the stugtum is a naheal aea. Selectivaly prunae and thin al
plants and remeve bighly Nammable vegetation.

Also remambar to:

O Be sure bo leave & minmum al 50° arcund ihe howss b accommodale fie equipment,
¥ macessany.

0 Widaly space and canghuly situate the trees you plant,

O Take aui the adder fuals™ — vegetation that serees as & link bebween grass and fres tops.
Thiis arfargemean can carry fire 1o & siruchure of from a siruchure o vegetakion.

0 Give yoursslf addad protection with “lusl braaks" like drivewsys, graval walkways,
and lawns,

Whan maintaining a landscape:

0 Keap frees and shrubs properdy pruned. Prune all ireas so the lowaest limbs am &' o 10/
ey the graund.

O Remova leal clubier and dead and cverhanging branches.

O bdow the lawn reguiary,

O Disposa of cuttings and dabeis promplly, according io loeal regulations.

O Store firewood awsay fram the house.

Q Ba sura tha imgation system ls well maintainad.

0O Usa care whan rafusling garden squipmant and maintain # regularhy.

O Stare and use Barvmable hquids prapady.

O Dispre=e of amoking mabarials caredully.

0 Becomes famillar with iocal reguiations ragarding wagatation cearances, disposal of
dibris, and fire safety mquirements for equipment.

O Follow manufacturers’ insruciions whean wsng fediizers and pesticdes,

Acrass additional information on the Flrawise home page:  Www.firewise.org

Please gse the ofhar gide of this sheatl lor the Firesise Conatruction Chackiiat




Firewise Construction Checklist

¥When constructing, rencvating, or adding to a firewise home, consider the following:

& Ghoosa a firewisa locamian.
O Design and build a frewiza shnictre,
O Employ firewise landscaping and maintenance.

T select a firewiss location, cbaare the following:

O Siope of termain; be sure o build on the most level portion of the land, since fine spreads mone
rapidly on evan minos shapas,

QO Sat wour single-gtany sbructura at lesst 30 feed back from any ddge or clff; Increasas distance i
your home will be highar than one stary,

In deaigning and building your lirewise structure, remember that the primary goals are fusl
and sxposure reduction, To this end:

O Use construclion malesials that ane fire-resistar or nor-combustible wheneser possible.

0 For roof construction, considar using matanals such as Class-4 asphalt shingles, slaba or
clay tla, medal, cemant and concrele products, or tema-catta iles,

O Constructing a fire-resistant sub-roof can add profection as wall

& On exbarior wall kacing, fire resisfive materals such ag shuceo of Masonry are much betlsr
chaolces than vinyl which can soften and meit.

0 Window materials and size are imporant. Smaller panas hold up befier in sheir framas than
larger cries. Dauble pane ghass and lerpered glass ae mare reliable and effective heat
barriars than single pane glass. Plaslic skylghts can me.

O install non-fiammabla shutters on windows and skylights,

O To pravent sparks from anéering your home through venis, cover extenor attic and undadioor
venbs with wire screening no larger than 178 al an inch mesh. Make sure underesve and salfit
venis are &3 cose as possible to Te rmof Ene. Box in eswes, but ba sure io provide edequate
vanilation to pravent condansation,

O Include a driveway that is wide encugh o provide sasy socess for fire engines (12 feat wide
wilh & verical clearance of 15 leel and a slope thal is less than 5 percent) . The driveway and
access roads showd ba wall-maintained, caardy marked, and include ample tumarcund Bpace
near the house, Alse provide sasy aocess to fing sarvice watar supplias, whanaver possible,

O Provide ai least faa ground bevel doors for easy and sale exit and al keast iwo means of escape
(i, doors of windows) in sach room 8o thal esaryone has a way oul.

0 Keep guttars, eawas, and roofs clear of leaves and other dabs,

O Maks panodic inspections of your homa, looking for deterioration such as breaks and spaces
bertwesan rool files, warping wood, or Gracks and cravices in the struchune.

O Panodcally insgect your prapary, deanng dead wood and denss vegetation at distance of at
least 30 feet from your house. Move femood away from the house or aftachments ke fancas
or decks,

Ay struciures attached to the house, such as decks, porches, lences, and oulbulidings should
be considered part of the house. These structures can act as fusl bridges, particularly if
construcied from flammable materials. Therefore, consider the following:

Q It you wish io afiech an al-wood fanca o your house, use masonry or metal as & protective
barrigrs betwaan the fence and house.

O Use metal when constructing & trellis and cover it with high-maisture, low Bammability vegetasion.
I Frewvent combusiible matenals and debris from accumulaling beneath palio decks or elevated
p-um‘m Screan or boe-in areas below patics and decks wih wine screen no largar than /8 inch

I:IHh.h:ﬂmr&!nmm&ﬂllmmdmmduhlﬂmihlﬂhﬂm
line of a fie moving up slope. Consiger & temace insteed.

Aooass adoional information on the Firewise homa page:  WWW. firewise.org

Plagss soa Be olhar side of hig sheat lor the Firewise Landscaping Checkiisl,




mﬁ
elf-reliance is the rule for fire safety for many people. If you live in an area where the
local fire department is more than a few minutes away because of travel time or distance,

or il vou are outside the limits of the nearest town, be sure you know how 1o be sell-
reliant in a fire emergency:

Rural Fire PI'BIIBIIIII]II GlIBI}HIISI

The United States Fire Administration (USFA) encourages you to use this fire safety checklist
to help you protect yourself, your home and its surroundings from fire. Remember, fire safety
is your personal responsibility.. Fire Stops With You!

MAINTAIN HOME
HEATING SYSTEMS

* Have your chimney inspected and
cleamed annually by a centified
specialist.

* Insulare chimneys and place spark
arTesters on Lop.

* Extend the chimney an least thnee
feet above the rool.

» Remowe branches hanging above and
around the chimney,

# Insall smoke alarms on every level
of your home. Test them monthly
and change the batteries ok least
OFCE @ Vear.

* Pracibce fite escape and evacuation
phamis.

+ Mark the entrance to vour property
with sgns thest are L‘I-r.arl}' visihile.

* Enow which local emergency ser-
vices are available and have those
numbers posted

* Provide emergency vehicle access
through roads and deveways at
least 12 feet wide with adequate
turnaround space,

March, 1958

MAKE YOUR HOME
FIRE-RESISTANT

¢ Use fire-resistant and peotective rool-
ing and materials like stone, brick
and metal to protect your home
Avoicl using woond materials tha ofler
the lesst fire protection.

* Keep roofs and eaves clear of debris.

* Cower all exterior vents, attics and
eaves with metal mesh screens no
barger than & millimeters.

+ Install muhipane windcws, empered

salety glass or fireproal shuiters to pro-
bect large windows from macdiam beat

& s fire-resistant deaperies for added
window procection.

+ Keep wools for fire protection nearky:

100 foot garden hose, shovel, rake,
Esdder and buckens.

= Make sure water sources, such as

hwdramis and ponds, are accessible 1o
the fire department

LET YOUR LANDSCAPE
DEFEND YOUR PROPERTY

o Trim Erass o i I"E'gul:l.r Faie upr 1
100 Feer surrounding your home.

+ Create defensible space by thinning
trees and brush within 30 feet
aroand your horme,

¢ Beyomd 30 feer, remove dead wood,
debris and low tree bramches.

« Lamdscape your propernty with lire
resistant planis and vegetation o
preveni fire from spreading quickly

*» Stack firewood at least 30 fect avay
froen your home and other siructures

 Store [arnmable materials, liquids
and salvents in metal containers out-
side the home, at least 30 feet away
frowm struciures and wooden lences.

FOLLOW LOCAL
BURNING LAWS

« Do ot burn irash or other debris
without proper knowledge of kocal

buming laws, technigques and the
safest vienes of day and vear 1o bun

* Belore burning debris in a wooded
arca, make sure you nodify kocal
authorities and obtain a bumning
permit.

# Use am approved incinetator with a
safety lid or covering with holes no
larger than 34 inches

 Creabe @l beast a 10 Foot 4.'||:".|.ri||.3
around the incinerator belore
buming debris.

For More Information Contact:
The United Seates Fire Administratbon
Office of Fire Management Programs
16825 Souwth Setom Avenuwe
Emmiisburg, MD 21727

Or wisin the USFA wehsite:

www.nska fema.gov

A USFA Public-Private Partnership



