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LAKE: Thomas (Thamar) COUNTY: Portage YEAR: 2025

Introduction

Thomas Lake is a 32-acre groundwater seepage lake located west of Amherst, in the
Town of Stockton, Portage County, Wisconsin. The lake is relatively deep for its size,
with a maximum depth of 28 feet. The lake bottom consists of mostly sand and
gravel, although small stretches of rubble and silt are also present. Lake levels have
significantly fluctuated over the past decade, with water levels near record lows in
the mid-2010s which have since risen high enough to submerge old growth trees
along the shoreline. The small trees and shrubs that grew when the water was low
are now submerged. Additionally, many of the submerged old growth trees have
fallen into the lake to create an abundance of new fish habitat along most of the lake
shoreline.

Rainbow trout have been stocked annually since 1972, other than one year where
brown trout and brook trout were stocked. Historical stockings constisted of walleye,
largemouth bass, northern pike, rainbow trout and bullhead in the 1930s-1960s. In
the 1950s and 1960s, fish removals and chemical treatments (toxaphene) occurred to
remove and kill off undesirable fish due to concerns of the overabundant panfish
populations. Following these fish removals and chemical treatments, fisheries survey
work determined the treatments to be unsuccessful.

The most recent fishery surveys conducted by DNR staff was a late spring fyke netting
survey and late spring electrofishing survey that occurred in 2012. On May 22, 2025,
the Wisconsin DNR conducted a standard nighttime electrofishing survey on Thomas
Lake that was completed around the entire shoreline of the lake. Fish species found
present during the survey included black crappie, bluegill, brown bullhead,
largemouth bass, northern pike, pumpkinseed, rainbow trout, yellow bullhead and
yellow perch. The lake is classified as a warm-dark lake with a simple fish community.
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The largemouth bass population was high relative abundance, with fish rarely
exceeding 15 inches. Fish ranged from 4.3-19.3 inches and an average size of 11.5
inches. Overall, the 2025 survey results indicate a substantial increase in their

population since the 2012 survey.
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The bluegill population provides a low-moderate relative abundance of fish (just
above the 25" percentile lake class standard). Size structure was very good, with
fish ranging from 1.2-9.6 inches and an average size of 6.4 inches (above the 95t
percentile lake class standard). Size structure has substantially increased since
2012, with 28% of all fish captured measuring = 8 inches.
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The pumpkinseed population was moderate relative abundance (50 percentile),
with fish ranging from 2.8-8.0 inches and an average size of 6.8 inches. Size
structure was good (100%™ percentile) and has increased since 2012.

RAINBOW TROUT
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Approximately 1,000-2,000 yearling rainbow trout (8-
9 inches) are stocked annually in Thomas Lake.
These fish provide a great put-and-take fishery for
anglers throughout the fishing season. They grow
fast and can exceed 20 inches if they can survive
until ages 3-4.

The yellow perch population provides a low relative
abundance of fish. The three that were captured
ranged from 2.6-6.3 inches.

Only one northern pike was captured that was 31.1
inches. One other northern pike was observed that
evaded capture. Their population appears to be low
relative abundance but good size structure, but with
only one fish captured it is tough to make any
conclusions on their population.



BLACK CRAPPIE

Only one black crappie was captured during the
2025 survey and measured 10.1 inches. Electrofishing
is not as effective at capturing black crappie as
other survey gears. Therefore, it is tough to make
any conclusions on the status of their population.
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BULLHEADS The bullhead population in Thomas Lake provides a

low relative abundance of fish. Both yellow and
black bullhead were captured during the survey. The
four fish that were captured indicate their
population size structure is very good, with fish
ranging from 11.5-14.3 inches.

Captured/Mile = 3.8

Summary

Thomas Lake is considered a warm-dark lake with a simple fish community
dominated by largemouth bass and bluegill. Since this lake is also stocked annually,
rainbow trout also provide a great angling opportunity. Thomas Lake has few large-
sized predators (largemouth bass) but a high relative abundance of small-sized
largemouth bass, whereas the relative abundance of bluegill is low but size structure
is good. This typical predator—prey relationship and the number of large bluegill may
also be impacted by angler harvest on Thomas Lake, but the overall bluegill
population on the lake appears to be increasing in size structure.

General Fishing Regulations — However, be sure to check before fishing, as regulations may change.

SPECIES SEASON DATES DAILY BAG LIMIT SIZE LIMIT
Bullheads Open all year Unlimited No minimum length
Largemouth bass May 3, 2025 - March 1, 2026 5 14"

Northern pike May 3, 2025 - March 1, 2026 2 26"

Panfish species Open all year 25 No minimum length
Trout Species May 3, 2025 - March 1, 2026 3 8"

The data for this report was collected by Jake Thompson, Wausau Fisheries Biologist,
and Alan Niebur, Wausau Fisheries Work Unit Supervisor.
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