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Introduction

Collins Lake is a 49-acre seepage lake with a maximum depth of 56 feet located three
miles southwest of Rosholt, Wisconsin. The lake is brown in color and bottom
consists of sand, gravel, muck and marl with rubble and boulder present. Collins Lake
was placed on the impaired waters list in 2002 for Mercury and in 2014 for total
phosphorus, so make sure to check local fish consumption advisories. The only
stocking history consists of walleye in the 1980s and 1990s and no fish have been
stocked since. The most recent fishery surveys conducted by DNR staff on Collins
Lake were spring electrofishing and summer mini fyke netting surveys in 2000 and
2002, fall electrofishing in 2005 and early spring fyke netting in 2006. On May 18, 2022,
the Wisconsin DNR conducted a standard nighttime electrofishing survey on Collins
Lake that was completed around the shoreline of the lake. Fish species found present
during the survey included black bullhead, black crappie, bluegill, largemouth bass,
northern pike, pumpkinseed, warmouth and yellow perch.

BLACK CRAPPIE
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The black crappie population was low
abundance and size structure. However,
5 | electrofishing is not the most effective
gear for capturing black crappie. Fyke
nets would provide a better
representation of the population.
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BLUEGILL
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LARGEMOUTH BASS

w
1

OCaptured = 16

The largemouth bass population in

Collins Lake is a low abundance

population, with fish exceeding 20

inches. Size structure was exceptional
H and ranked well above the 90
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in Wisconsin.

o -
9 /™
10 /]

13 [/

- N < 1 © o o o .

— Lenrét; (;C o — NN #Capturgd Per Mile =13.6
Quality Size > 12" 81%
Preferred Size = 15" 38%
Memorable Size > 20" 19%




OTHER SPECIES

One northern pike, two yellow perch, one pumpkinseed, one warmouth and four
black bullhead were also captured during this survey. Two other northern pike
were seen but avoided capture.

Summary

Collins Lake is considered a complex warm-clear lake, with a variety of predatory and
panfish fish species available to anglers. The largemouth bass population provides
an opportunity for trophy class fish greatly exceeding 20 inches. Water conductivity
during this survey was very high making it difficult to effectively capture fish. Many
fish were seen but would sense the electricity before becoming stunned and avoid
capture. Fyke nets will be used during the next survey which will occur in 2035.

Table 1. General fishing requlations for Collins Lake, in Portage County Wisconsin.

SPECIES SEASON DATES DAILY BAG LIMIT SIZE LIMIT

Bullheads Open all year Unlimited No minimum length

Largemouth bass May 4, 2024 - March 2, 2025 5 14"

Northern pike May 4, 2024 - March 2, 2025 2 26"

Panfish species Open all year 25 No minimum length

Walleye May 4, 2024 - March 2, 2025 3 15"
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