
Green Bay Ice Fishing Guide 
Informational Meeting

December 19, 2016
Brown County Library

Green Bay



Agenda

I. Green Bay species management
II. Guide reporting forms and protocols
III. Guide reporting discussion
IV. Feedback



Green Bay Walleye and Yellow Perch  
Management-2016 

Steve Hogler and Tammie Paoli
Fisheries Biologists



Walleye

• Spring 
Electroshocking

• Fall 
Electroshocking

– YOY Production
• Creel Survey



Spring Walleye Tagging



Walleye Year Class Strength (YOY/Hour)
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Green Bay Surveys for Yellow Perch
• Creel (Open Water & Ice)
• Spring fyke netting (Little Tail)
• Shoreline seining (15 sites)
• Trawling YOY surveys (76 ¼ mile drags)
• Commercial monitoring (9 samples 

between May 20-Nov.)



YOY Yellow Perch from summer 
trawling surveys



Green Bay Whitefish Fishery

• Considerable changes in WF 
pop over the past 15-20 years

• Re-colonization of tributaries
• And Green Bay proper?

• Strong recruitment events
• 2015 strongest to date

• Changing fisheries
• Increased commercial catches
• Substantial recreational fishery

• Increased stock complexity

?



Green Bay Whitefish Sport Harvest

Photo:Alexander’s Sport Fishing

Poor 
Ice



Tributary/Green Bay Spawning Whitefish

• Menominee sampled annually since 2009
– Fox, Oconto, and Peshtigo since 2013

• Tagging
– ~2800 tagged in Menominee, Fox, Peshtigo, 

Oconto in 2015/2016
– Examine for straying between rivers, Green Bay, 

and Lake Michigan
– Angler tag reports important

• Green Bay spawning
– Information suggests spawning in Green Bay 

proper
– Have found larval whitefish in Sturgeon Bay last 

two years
– Found eggs (likely lake whitefish) in Sturgeon Bay 

November 2016



M
en

om
in

ee
 R

Pe
sh

tig
o 

R

Fo
x 

R
M

en
om

in
ee

 

Pe
sh

tig
o 

Fo
x 

Ca
rd

ys
 R

ee
f 

Sp
or

t C
re

el

To
ta

l L
en

gt
h 

(m
m

)

300

350

400

450

500

550

600

650

700

Size Distribution Between Tributaries

• Fox River tend to be 
somewhat larger

• Cardy’s Reef = 
North/Moonlight Bay 
stock (Lake MI)

• Limited recruitment in 
recent years

• Sport harvest size 
similar to river 
spawning fish

2014 2015

N=99 n=97 n=200 n=700n=241 n=627

n=787

*450mm= ~17.7”
*550 mm= ~21.5”

*

*



Whitefish Research 2017

 

• Acoustic telemetry (UWSP)
• Approx. 300 fish to be tagged
• Receivers deployed strategic locations
• Acoustic tags 3 year capacity
• Fish will have loop tags for external id

• Otolith microchemistry (UWGB)
• Identification of populations based on 

chemical signature of ear bone
• Origin: Rivers, Green Bay, Lake Michigan



Green Bay Ice Guide Reporting

• Goal: Increase accuracy of harvest estimates
• Supplement bio-data (e.g. tags)
• Guided trip data often difficult to capture

– Greater success rate than average angler
• Strong overall support for reporting
• Pilot data in 2016 provided some insight on 

scale of whitefish harvest and effort
• Positive reflection of the Green Bay guiding 

community



Monthly Guide Report Form



Monthly Guide Report Instructions



Example



Daily Recording Notebook (optional)



Summary
• Reporting begins Jan 1, 2017

– Forms will be required during ice season defined as 
December thru March beginning above start date

– If not fishing, forms still required for those months
• E.g. “Did not fish”

– Potential for expansion to reporting for open water 
months, but not at this time

• Reports due 10th day of month for preceding month
• Daily record-keeping notebooks are available upon 

request (see sample notebook)
• Monthly forms upon request to: 

scott.hansen@wisconsin.gov; 920-746-2864

mailto:scott.hansen@wisconsin.gov


Questions Submitted To Date

• Do guides have to report “fun trips” ?
• Do guides send in forms for months that they do not 

guide akin to sport trolling? 
• How do guides manage the data that are coming in 

when multiple guides work together under one 
guide? If someone has several guides working for 
them should they report it all on one form or should 
each guide report the data they have for the clients 
they are overseeing?



Q/A Session
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