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Property Transfer Private Well 
Inspections 

Liesa Lehmann– Private Water Section Chief 



Property 
Transfer Well 
Inspections

Background
• History of private well 

inspections
– Home inspections
– Lender concerns
– Optional DNR form

• Industry recommendations 
– Should only be done by 

licensed well professional
– Inspectors should have 

consistent approach



Background
• s. 280.30(3), Stats. adopted in 2006

PROPERTY TRANSFER WELL INSPECTIONS. (a) An individual 
may not for compensation, in contemplation of a transfer 
of real property, conduct an inspection of the real property 
for the purpose of locating or evaluating water supply wells 
or pressure systems on the real property unless the 
individual is a licensed well driller or a licensed pump 
installer. 
(b) The department shall promulgate rules for inspections 
and evaluations described in par. (a). 

Property Transfer Well Inspections



Background
• Purpose

– Ensure qualified inspector and consistent 
inspection/evaluation

– Provide information for a buyer on the 
condition of the well and the water quality it 
produces

• Implementation
– Voluntary – not required, at discretion of buyer 

and seller as part of real estate transaction
– Results not submitted to DNR

Property Transfer Well Inspections



NR 812 Requirements 
(as of October 2014)
• Inspector must be a 

licensed WD or PI
• Inspector must collect  

samples, have analyzed 
for coliform bacteria, 
nitrate and arsenic

• Inspector must use DNR 
Form 3300-221, can add 
attachments 

Property Transfer Well Inspections



Inspection Results
• One-page Form 

–25 items evaluated
–Comments
– Complies/Does Not Comply

• Well Test Results
• Form and test results 

reported to individual 
who requested 
inspection

Property Transfer Well Inspections



How’s it working after 4+ years?
• How many inspections occurred? Where?
• How many wells were noncomplying?
• How many noncomplying wells were 

corrected or replaced?
• How many well test results exceeded  

water quality standards?

Property Transfer Well Inspections

DNR is not involved in property transfers. There is 
no state requirement to bring a well and pressure 

system into compliance to sell a property.  
Reports and sample results are not sent to DNR. 



How’s it working after 4+ years?
Inspector experiences
• One-page form –

– Some like simplicity, some think it
doesn’t include enough

– Many add cover letter/attachments
to explain the results

• Disclaimer - visual inspection only
• Additional checkbox when can’t find the 

well construction report
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How’s it working after 4+ years?
DNR staff experiences
• Lots of inquiries! 
• From Buyers/Sellers/Realtors/Lenders …

– more information to explain results 
– options to address noncompliance
– options to address water quality
– can we get a variance?

• Anecdotal evidence => many wells are 
corrected or replace due to contingency or 
lender requirement

Property Transfer Well Inspections



What’s next …
• Form update
• New publications

– PTWI Fact Sheet
– Understanding your PTWI

Property Transfer Well Inspections



What is happening nationally with 
Manganese results above EPAs Health 
Advisory Level from the Unregulated 
Contaminant Monitoring Rule (UCMR) 

Kyle Burton – Field Operations Director



Manganese
• Naturally occurring mineral
• Essential nutrient
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No MCL
• The secondary standard (0.05 mg/L) 

is for aesthetics
• Sampled every 3 years (IOC panel)
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UCMR4
• Part of the 4th UCMR list
• Sampling occurs from 2018 - 2020



EPA Health Advisory
• Children under 6 should not drink 

water with Manganese above 
0.3 mg/L for more then 10 days/yr

• The general population should not 
drink water with Manganese above 
1.0 mg/L for more then 10 days/yr
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Health Effects
• Infants at highest risk

–Learning or behavioral problems

• Adults
– Nervous system disorders (Manganism)

• Similar to Parkinson’s
• Tremors, shaking, unsteady gait
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Bagley, Iowa
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March, 2019  - 1.4 mg/L



Pierre, South Dakota
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March, 2019  - 2.5 mg/L



Brooklyn Center, MN

• Average 0.29 – 0.38 mg/L
• Took high Manganese wells offline 20



Ironwood,MI / Hurley, WI

• One well 0.52 mg/L
• Took high Manganese wells offline 21



Wisconsin
• We’re looking at the data
• And developing a plan
• More to come
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Internal Updates

Kyle Burton – Field Operations Director 



Electronic Monthly Operating 
Reports (EMOR)

 Section NR 810.07, Wisconsin Administrative Code 
requires all suppliers of water for community water 
systems to submit monthly reports to the appropriate 
regional office of the Department.  



Electronic Monthly Operating 
Reports (EMOR)

• Beginning January 1, 2020, the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources (department) will 
be moving to an online system to receive all monthly 
operational reports for Other-Than-Municipal (OTM) 
public water systems that do any one of the 
following: 

– add chemical treatment
– utilize physical treatment devices that address or 

potentially impact a primary contaminant
– as otherwise required by the department



Electronic Monthly Operating 
Reports (EMOR)

• Fall 2019, DNR DG staff will reach out to 
affected systems:

– Develop “How-To” training materials for external users
– Host external in-person training in select areas (i.e. 

SER)
– Host internal Skype trainings (or in-person if needed)



Lead & Copper Update
 Continuing with 2018 Initiative – Large 12 

and Systems with ALEs
 Large 12 reports on plans to minimize lead in 

distribution system water (Optimized Corrosion Control) 

due by 12/31/2019

 May, 31 2019 letter

 Systems continuing to collect data
 Pipe Loop, sequential sampling



Lead & Copper Update
 2020 = Municipal Lead and Copper 

monitoring year
 Department will begin in fall 2019 to work with medium 

and small systems that have lead service lines to 

discuss:

 Distribution system inventory accuracy

 Important data and corrosion control strategies



PFAS Update
 Updated Web Page

 https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Contaminants/PFAS.html

 June 2019, DHS makes Groundwater Quality 
Standard recommendations for PFOA & 
PFOS
 20 ppt

 April 2019, DNR requests GW standard 
recommendations for 34 additional PFAS 
compounds

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Contaminants/PFAS.html


PFAS Update
 April 2019, DNR commissions pilot study to 

determine potential sources of PFAS related 
to Madison wells 15 & 16
 Results released in August 2019

 https://dnr.wi.gov/news/releases/article/?id=4809

 May 2019, Governor Evers and Sens. Hansen 
and Miller announce PFAS bill that would 
mandate the creation of a PFAS mcl in 
drinking water

https://dnr.wi.gov/news/releases/article/?id=4809


PFAS Update
 Approved budget includes 2 research 

positions related to PFAS
 DNR DG slated to receive 1 position

 July 2019, WI DNR PFAS Steering 
Committee visited Michigan EGLE 
 MI Phase I PFAS action plan report:

 https://www.michigan.gov/pfasresponse/0,9038,7-365--
495899--,00.html

https://www.michigan.gov/pfasresponse/0,9038,7-365--495899--,00.html


PFAS Update
 Voluntary sampling and subsequent actions 

continues to take place at municipalities 
around the state.

 Madison
 2018-2019 voluntary sampling of all wells (23)

 https://www.cityofmadison.com/water/documents/PFAS_May_2019.pdf

 Low Level or Trace Detections in 10 wells
 Removed well 15 from service

 Combined PFOA/PFAS levels 11-12

 DNR source determination pilot study
 Desktop survey to identify possible sources
 https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Contaminants/PFAS.html

https://www.cityofmadison.com/water/documents/PFAS_May_2019.pdf
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Contaminants/PFAS.html


PFAS Update
 Marinette

 2017-2019 voluntary sampling
 https://www.marinette.wi.us/361/PFOA-and-PFOS-Investigation

 Trace Detections primarily some Low Level Detects

 Peshtigo
 2019 voluntary sampling of 3 wells

 https://ci.peshtigo.wi.us/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/19042507590.pdf

 1 Trace detection

https://www.marinette.wi.us/361/PFOA-and-PFOS-Investigation
https://ci.peshtigo.wi.us/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/19042507590.pdf


PFAS Update
 Rhinelander

 2013 UCMR detects
 2019 Voluntary sampling

 www.rhinelandercityhall.org - PUBLIC NOTICE from Water Utility re PFAS

 Well 7 exceeded WI recommended groundwater standard and EPA 
HAL – PFOA+PFOS = 104.8

 Well 7 taken offline
 Public Notice issued
 Monthly sampling

https://rhinelandercityhall-my.sharepoint.com/personal/cityadministrator_rhinelandercityhall_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=/personal/cityadministrator_rhinelandercityhall_org/Documents/Documents/Issues/Water%20Quality


PFAS Update
 What is Next

 Groundwater standard recommendations for additional 
PFAS compounds

 Additional Municipal sampling
UCMR5 in 2022

 Additional private well sampling in relation to new PFAS 
remediation cases

 Future Possibilities
 More Voluntary sampling??
 Department led sampling effort??
 Other??



Wrap–up and adjourn

Next Meeting Date:
October 2, 2019

GEF 2, State Natural Resources Building, 
Madison, 9:30a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

Meeting minutes will be posted on the 
Drinking Water & Groundwater Study Group 

website
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