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Our mission
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Wisconsin’s Green Fire supports the 
conservation legacy of Wisconsin 
by promoting science-based management 
of our natural resources.



Three Points

1. Dealing with real health concerns to real 
people

2. Would like to know why DHS recommended 
values are higher than other states

3. Need for representative data set of 
Wisconsin public water supplies



1.  Real People, Real Health Concerns
• September 11th article in Star Tribune

• Study in Oakdale, Minnesota

• Babies 35% more likely to weigh less than 
5.5 pounds 

• Babies nearly 45% more likely to be born 
before 32 weeks

• Fertility rate 15% to 25% lower



List of Human Health Concerns

Concerns from Health 
Canada, based on C8 
Study in Mid-Ohio:

• Liver effects

• Immune suppression

• Lipidemia

• Thyroid suppression

• Kidney effects

• Carcinogenicity

• Developmental toxicity 
(e.g. lower birth weights 
and earlier births)
• Oakdale and other studies 

across the world

• Reproductive toxicity

• Corresponding concerns 
with test animals



Serum half-lives in human body

• 5.4 years for PFOS; 

• 8.5 years for PFHS; and 

• 3.8 years for PFOA – retired industry workers; 
Olsen, et. al. 

• 4.3 years for PFOS

• 4.2 years for PFOA – breast fed children; Mogensen
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2.  Concern with Proposed MCL 
being higher than other states

• DHS/DNR’s proposed limit for PFOS and PFOA -- 20 
ng/L combined – is higher than other states.  For 
example:

• New Hampshire:   PFOS 15 ng/L, PFOA 12 ng/L
• New Jersey:           PFOS 13 ng/L, PFOA 14 ng/L
• Michigan:               PFOS 16 ng/L, PFOA 8 ng/L
• New York:               PFOS 10 ng/L, PFOA 10 ng/L
• Washington:           PFOs 15 ng/L, PFOA 10 ng/L

• Request at a future stakeholder meeting, DHS/DNR 
discuss differences between Wisconsin values and 
those of other states. 



3.  Need Representative Wisconsin 
Data Set 

• As Wisconsin’s Green Fire recommended for the 
surface water quality standards process, Wisconsin 
needs a representative data set for concentrations in 
public water supply facilities.

• May be a relatively small subset of the 2000 Wisconsin 
facilities, but it should cover the range of situations

• Will be very useful in the required economic impact 
analysis; reducing guesses and assumptions

• Affordable:  $325 per sample (WDNR)



Thank you for this opportunity!
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