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Zoom Housekeeping

“Raise Hand” and your  
microphone will be unmuted  
by moderator when called on

Type your questions into  
the “Chat” feature



Phone Commands

For those joining by phone, the  following commands can be 
entered using your phone's dial pad:

Press *6 - Toggle mute/unmute

Press *9 - Raise hand



Kay Christensen, Environmental Loans Outreach Coordinator
Lisa Creegan, Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Funding Wastewater Specialist

September 19, 2023



Wisconsin Environmental Improvement Fund (EIF)



Environmental Loans Program Overview

Wisconsin Environmental Improvement Fund (EIF) includes: 

Safe Drinking Water Loan Program (SDWLP)
• Drinking water infrastructure projects 

Clean Water Fund Program (CWFP)
• Wastewater and water-quality-related 

storm water infrastructure projects 

Visit us at dnr.wi.gov/Aid/EIF.html



Clean Water Fund Program & Safe Drinking Water Loan Program

Who may apply? 

• Municipalities and 
local units of government

Funding  

• reduced-interest rate loans 

• principal forgiveness (PF) 

• interim financing 

• combination of funding sources 



Clean Water Fund Program & Safe Drinking Water Loan Program

How may the funds be used? 

• Planning, design, and construction of eligible projects

Eligible projects

• Projects must be for capital improvements 

• Projects that protect and improve public health and water quality

• Projects to comply with WPDES permits 



Clean Water Fund Program & Safe Drinking Water Loan Program

Subsidized loans 

• Program subsidy buys down the market rate on loans 

• Subsidized interest rates – updated quarterly 

• Loans at 0%, 33%, or 55% of the market rate 





Clean Water Fund Program & Safe Drinking Water Loan Program

Subsidized loans 

• Fixed interest rates

• 20 to 30-year loan terms (based on design life of the project) 

• Funds can be disbursed 
twice a month



Clean Water Fund Program & Safe Drinking Water Loan Program

Additional subsidy 

• Portions of loans may be awarded as Principal Forgiveness (PF) 
for eligible applicants. 

• Like grant funding – no repayment



Clean Water Fund Program & Safe Drinking Water Loan Program

Capped amount of PF

• CWFP General PF cap is $2,100,000 per municipality, per SFY.

• SDWLP PF cap is $1,600,000 per municipality, per SFY.

• No municipality can receive principal forgiveness for more than 
70% of total eligible project costs.



Clean Water Fund Program

Energy Efficiency Priority Principal Forgiveness

• 1 to 1 match of Focus on Energy incentive funds 

• Up to $50,000 per project 

• Applicants are not required to 
qualify under the affordability 
criteria



Clean Water Fund Program & Safe Drinking Water Loan Program

Why Energy Efficiency? 

Federal Green Project Reserve (GPR) Requirements

• Energy Efficiency projects are defined as those projects that 

make use of improved technologies and practices to reduce the 

energy consumption, use energy in a more efficient way, and/or 

produce/utilize renewable energy.



Clean Water Fund Program

Partnership with FOCUS ON ENERGY®

Encourage energy-efficient improvements 

• Water and wastewater infrastructure projects 

Provide funding incentives for energy efficiency

• Grants, loans, and other funding types/sources 



SF Year Municipality Energy Efficiency PF FoE Rebate

2023 City of Racine $50,000* $77,097

2023 City of Juneau $19,663 $19,663

2022 Village of Marathon City $4,342 $4,342

2022 City of Beloit $50,000* $59,320

2021 Village of Egg Harbor $3,606 $3,606

2021 Village of Pulaski $7,350 $7,350

Common Energy-Efficient Components: 

• blower and pump upgrades 

• improvements to aeration systems 

• UV disinfection systems and upgrades

Partnership of FOCUS ON ENERGY® and Clean Water Fund Program 





Clean Water Fund Program & Safe Drinking Water Loan Program

Deadlines

• Oct. 31 - CWFP & SDWLP notice of Intent to Apply (ITA) Deadline
Includes Priority Evaluation & Ranking Formula (PERF) section 

• June 30 - SDWLP PF Application Deadline

• Sept. 30 - CWFP PF Application Deadline 
(except for Energy Efficiency Priority PF) 

Applications may be submitted anytime during the state fiscal year for projects 
not seeking Principal Forgiveness (PF).



Clean Water Fund Program & Safe Drinking Water Loan Program

State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2025 Funding Cycle 



Continuing Education Credits 



Email Kay.Christensen@wisconsin.gov to subscribe

Stay Informed at dnr.wi.gov/Aid/LoanNews.html 



CWFP & SDWLP
dnr.wi.gov/Aid/EIF.html 

Wastewater Plan Reviews 
dnr.wi.gov/topic/Wastewater/PlanReview.html

Public Water System Plan Reviews
dnr.wi.gov/topic/DrinkingWater/PlanReview.html


