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Instructions: Refer to the ranking questions and criteria in the Grant Program Guidance for the Stewardship Local Assistance (LUG), Federal Land and Water Conservation (LWCF) and Federal Recreation Trails (RTP) grant programs. This form may be used to submit the required responses with the application package. Indicate “N/A” for any questions that are not applicable to the project.
Notice: Project selection criteria for these grant programs are developed per Ch. 23, Wis. Stats. NR 51, Wis. Admin. Code, NR 50, Wis. Admin. Code, and provisions of the programs outlined in federal law. Personal information collected on this form will be used for administrative purposes and may be provided to requesters to the extent required by Wisconsin's Public Records law [ss. 19.31-19.39, Wis. Stats.].
	Project Sponsor
	Project Name
	County
	Date


If any discrepancies exist between form 8700-338 and published grant guidelines, the grant guidelines shall take precedence.

	Section A: All RTP Applicants

	All applicants must provide a narrative response to each question in this section. APPLICANTS MUST HAVE ANSWERED AFFIRMING #1 AND #2 #TO BE CONSIDERED ELIGIBLE.

	Initial Eligibility Ranking Questions
	Max. Points
	Question Details and Documentation Notes
	DNR Use Only

	1
	STATE COMPREHENSIVE OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN (SCORP):
· Does the project support a goal identified in the State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP)? (RTP only)
	



No points. Question is an eligibility requirement.

	Provide a link to the SCORP and the location of relevant information and data supporting this project.
Please identify the specific goal(s) in the Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan supported by the proposed project.

	

	
	Applicant Response
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	Project Name
	County
	

	Initial Eligibility Ranking Questions
	Max. Points
	Question Details and Documentation Notes
	DNR Use Only

	2
	LEGAL RIGHT TO CONSTRUCT (Trail Rehabilitation, Maintenance or Development Projects): 
The applicant has the legal right to construct, operate and maintain the proposed project and meet post-grant compliance requirements.  

For RTP, must be located on public land or have a lease or easement for at least 15 years. Property with development/ rehabilitation projects must be open and maintained for at least 20 years. Property with maintenance projects must be open and maintained for at least 5 years. If a property received development funding for rehabilitation within the last 15 years the project area must be used for trail purposes until the development or rehabilitation grant has reached its useful life.  
	
No points. Question is an eligibility requirement.

	State your authority to construct and submit copy of deed, lease, easement, memorandum of understanding, or other documentation to support your response. Draft lease or easement documents are acceptable if negotiation of key components (e.g. legal description, compensation) have been deemed acceptable to all parties. 
	

	
	Applicant Response
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	Project Name
	County
	

	SECTION B: All RTP Applicants

	All applicants must provide a narrative response to each question in this section.

	Ranking Questions
	Max. Points
	Question Details and Documentation Notes
	DNR Use Only

	3
	GREEN TIER:
The applicant is a designated Green Tier Legacy community. (0.1 pt.)
	
0.1
	See the Green Tier website for eligible Legacy Communities for this point.
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/GreenTier/Participants/ CharterPages/LegacyCommunities.html
	

	
	Applicant Response
	

	4
	RAILROAD CORRIDOR:
The project will acquire or develop an abandoned rail corridor for outdoor recreation. (0.1 pt.)
	
0.1
	This tiebreaker is only awarded for the acquisition or initial development of a property.
	

	
	Applicant Response
	

	5
	SAFE ACCESS:
Users have an existing opportunity for safe and legal parking and access to the project site or the proposed project will significantly improve safe and legal access to the site. (0.1 pt.)
	
0.1
	
Projects that provide access only via roadside parking would not receive points for this question.
	

	
	Applicant Response
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	Project Name
	County
	

	Ranking Questions
	Max. Points
	Question Details and Documentation Notes
	DNR Use Only

	6
	RURAL PROSPERITY INITIATIVE:
The project area is located in a rural city, village, town or township of less than 2,500 residents. (1 pt.)
	
1
	The majority of the project area needs to be located in a rural city, village, town or township of less than 2,500 residents.  If project spans multiple municipalities all need to meet the less than 2,500 pop.
	

	
	Applicant Response
	

	7
	PROJECT ADDRESSED IN PLANS OTHER THAN A CORP OR COMPREHENSIVE PLAN:
The project is referenced in or supports other applicable plans, such as a local green space plan, integrated resource management plan, riverfront restoration plan, water quality plan, or other applicable plan approved by a governmental unit (including DNR Master Plans or State Trail Plans). (1 pt.)
	


1
	

Provide copies of the plan cover page and page(s) that describe the subject project.
The SCORP is not considered an additional plan.
	

	
	Applicant Response
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	Project Name
	County
	

	Ranking Questions
	Max. Points
	Question Details and Documentation Notes
	DNR Use Only

	8
	PREVIOUS GRANT COMPLETION:
· Applicant has successfully completed and closed all previous Stewardship Local Assistance, LWCF, or RTP grants. (1 pt.)
· Applicant did not receive a Stewardship Local Assistance, LWCF, or RTP grant in application years 2021-2025 and applicant has closed all grants issued prior to said application years. (3 pt.) 
	

4
	Applicants should provide a list of applicable grants.
Stewardship Local Assistance, LWCF, or RTP development/rehabilitation grant applications received in 2025 (Fiscal Year 2026)
RTP maintenance grants automatically receive these 4 points.
	

	
	Applicant Response
	

	9
	ACCESS TO OTHER OUTDOOR RECREATION FACILITIES:
The proposed project provides direct access to other existing developed facilities, such as campground, fishing pier, local park, etc. (1 pt.)
	
1
	
Provide documentation that shows the relationship between the proposed project and the existing facility/facilities.
	

	
	Applicant Response
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	Project Name
	County
	

	Ranking Questions
	Max. Points
	Question Details and Documentation Notes
	DNR Use Only




	10
	INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION:
The project is being developed in close cooperation between two separate governmental entities. (2 pts.)
Note: Nonprofits are not eligible for these points.
The project will fulfill goals for two separate governmental entities. Both entities will contribute to the project either financially (land, matching funds), with labor or management of the property once the project is complete.
OR
The project is being developed in a joint effort between two or more governmental entities.
	





2
	Provide plan name, copy of cover page, and page number/ chapter reference, if applicable.
The partner jurisdiction must have a joint role in the project, such as voluntary contribution of matching funds or force account services. Letters of support are not sufficient to receive these points.
Regional projects that are being developed cooperatively by multiple governmental entities also will receive credit for this question. Land owned by one government entity and developed by a separate government entity would be eligible for these points (land use agreements or memorandum of agreement are eligible).
	

	
	Applicant Response
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	Project Name
	County
	

	Ranking Questions
	Max. Points
	Question Details and Documentation Notes
	DNR Use Only

	11
	SUSTAINABILITY AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY:
Project will use sustainable and green infrastructure practices and products in its development/construction projects.
Applicant will take steps to:
· Reduce Contributors to Climate Change Examples:
reduce heat island effect, cool/green roofs, canopy improvement, use of renewable/zero emissions energy sources, etc.

OR
· Improve Water Quality
Examples: stormwater retention and/or filtering (bio basins for site), eliminate impervious surfaces, use of pervious pavements, protection and restoration of wetlands, provide public a source for contaminate-free drinking water. (1 pt.)
	







1
	Applicant should describe the way materials, design, and other project elements promote and reduce contributors to climate change, improve water quality or similar sustainability principles.
For development projects, applicants should provide documentation regarding the extent to which proposed practices or products are above-and-beyond traditional construction. Examples include stormwater retention ponds exceeding the size of the requirements or designing trails to avoid tree removal will be considered reducing heat island effect.
Installation of solar lighting will qualify for the point. Use of LED lighting is standard practice and will not result in receiving the point.
Crushed gravel is considered an impervious surface.

	

	
	Applicant Response
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	Project Name
	County
	

	Section D: All RTP Applicants 

	Applicants with a project that is eligible for RTP grants should provide a response to questions in Section D. All other applicants should answer “N/A” to questions in this section.

	Ranking Questions
	Max. Points
	Question Details and Documentation Notes
	DNR Use Only

	12
	RTP PROJECT TYPE (see page 17 in Guidance Booklet for Definitions):
· Rehabilitation and/or Maintenance (8 pts.)
· Development (3 pts.)
	
8
	
Projects that include more than one activity type will be reviewed to determine which category is appropriate.
	

	
	Applicant Response
	

	13
	YEAR-ROUND USE:
Project area is open for year-round use. (1 pt.)
Project area is also open for year-round ATV/Snowmobile use. (0.5 pt.)
	
1.5
	  To quality for the 0.5 points the trail must be open to either (a.) year-round ATV/UTV, or (b.) warm season ATV/UTV and cold season Snowmobile.
	

	
	Applicant Response
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	Project Name
	County
	

	Ranking Questions
	Max. Points
	Question Details and Documentation Notes
	DNR Use Only

	14
	NUMBER OF COMPATIBLE USES:
	
	
	

	
	· Motorized Activities: 1 pt. if any of the following are allowed on the trail
· ATV/UTVs
· Off-highway motorcycles
· Snowmobiles
· E-bikes
· E-scooters
· Segways
· Pedestrian Activities: 1 pt. if any of the following are allowed on the trail
· Cross-country skiing (ungroomed)
· Hiking/walking/jogging/running
· In-line skating
· Photography
· Snowshoeing
· Wildlife observation/bird watching
	







3
	




Please list all compatible uses for the project area. Compatible uses can include a mix of motorized and nonmotorized uses (e.g. hiking, bicycling, in-line skating, equestrian use, cross-country skiing, snowmobiling, all- terrain vehicle riding, four-wheel driving, or using other off- road motorized vehicles). All uses must share the same project (trail) area to be counted. Points can also be given for trailhead and restroom projects.
	

	
	· Other Activities: 1 pt. if any of the following are allowed on the trail
· Biking
· Canoe/kayak access
· Cross-country skiing (groomed)
· Horses
	
	
	

	
	Applicant Response
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	Project Name
	County
	

	Ranking Questions
	Max. Points
	Question Details and Documentation Notes
	DNR Use Only

	15
	RESOLVES CONFLICTS BETWEEN USERS:
Proposed trail project will provide for increased safety of recreational users by separating uses on a shared corridor, e.g. separating motorized use from nonmotorized, establishing trail segments to resolve pedestrian conflicts, or creating pedestrian paths at blind curves. (1 pt.)
	

1
	Typically, user conflicts are resolved via development projects, not rehabilitation or maintenance.
Resolution may occur through development of separate trails for different use types, etc. Applicants must provide documentation regarding historical user conflicts on the existing trail.
	

	
	Applicant Response
	

	16
	TRAIL PATROL:
The applicant has the ability to ensure enforcement and safety for trail users, either directly or through cooperative agreements with non- governmental organizations or other governmental entities. (1 pt.)
	

1
	Applicants may receive points for this question if the applicant patrols the trail or if the applicant has a written trail patrol agreement with another non-state entity. An email or letter from the local police or similar enforcement entity stating how often they check the trail is sufficient.
	

	
	Applicant Response
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	Project Name
	County
	

	Ranking Questions
	Max. Points
	Question Details and Documentation Notes
	DNR Use Only

	17
	SAFE TRAIL DESIGN:
Proposed project area does not cross or use any public motorized vehicular or access roads unless the road is closed for maintenance seasonally or is a maintenance-only road. Trailhead-only projects receive this point and water trails can receive this point if there are no portages that cross public motorized vehicular roads. (1 pt.)
	




1
	Applicants should provide a map showing the proposed project relative to the overall trail system, roads, and bridges.
For full credit on this question (1 pt.), the project needs to be located completely off the road surface with no at-grade crossings. The only exception are roads that are closed to motorized vehicles seasonally (when trail use is in effect), or roads that are used for maintenance-only access to a property.
If a driveway crosses the trail, the applicant may not receive this point.
	

	
	Applicant Response
	

	18
	QUALIFIED YCC OR SERVICE CORPS:
Applicant has entered into a contract or service agreement with a state youth conservation or service corps to perform construction or maintenance on the project. (2 pts.)
	
2
	Applicants should provide a copy of the contract or service agreement.
Corps Network: https://corpsnetwork.org
	

	
	Applicant Response
	




	Project Sponsor
	Date
	LUG, LWCF and RTP Grant Program
Ranking Question & Criteria Responses
Form 8700-338R  (R 12/2025)	Page 12 of 12

	Project Name
	County
	

	Ranking Questions
	Max. Points
	Question Details and Documentation Notes
	DNR Use Only

	19
	LOCAL DONATIONS AND VOLUNTEER SUPPORT:
· Project will include donations of labor, materials, and/or equipment from sources other than the applicant unless the applicant is a non- governmental entity. (1 pt.)
· Donations comprise 20% or more of the total project cost. (1 pt.)
· Applicant manages the trail system where the project area is located but does not own the property and has a written agreement in place with the property owner for this management. (1 pt.)
	



3
	

Letters of support are not sufficient to receive points for this question. Applicants must provide letters of commitment from local contributors, proof of budget approval, or similar documentation of financial support and provide management agreement documentation.
	

	
	Applicant Response
	

	20
	TRAIL CONNECTIVITY
(Development Only):
The applicant will develop a new segment of a linear corridor that connects one or more segments of an already established trail. Off-road trail connections only. (2 pts.)
	

2
	Provide a narrative description of the relationship between the proposed project and the linear corridor. This does not apply to trails leading into campgrounds, parks, etc. unless directly connecting to another trail.
Applicants should include a map that shows the off-road trail connectivity. Exception for on-road bridge connection.
	

	
	Applicant Response
	




