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Trail Bridge Inspection
Ashland County

Bridge Name
Ashland 5

Inspected By:
Patrick Hampston, P.E.

William S. Knaack Jr, P.E. 

02/23/2024

Prepared By
KBIS, LLC
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Bridge Inspection Report
General Information

The structure in this report was inspected by certified Wisconsin Department of Transportation Bridge 
Inspectors.  Both Inspectors are Bridge Inspection Team Leaders and NSTM certified inspectors. 

The bridge was inspected with trail use in mind, using normal vehicle bridge standards to determine the 
condition of the structure.  

All recommendations made in the report are also considering the use of the trail.  Trail bridges in general should 
have a load rating considering all the possible uses of the structure.  Even though the bridges may be just for 
snowmobiles, several types of vehicles may use the structure. A load rating is provided in conjunction with this 
report. 

Location information/General Description:

Approx. location is North of Butternut by a few miles just off of CTH F. 

Bridge Condition

Condition State (CS) 1-Good, CS2-Fair, CS3-Poor, CS4-Critical

Deck is weathered and checked, minor stud wear.  1 new and 1 completely worn board at West end.  Minor curb 
damage. 
Crude approach spans have been added to each end.  The bridge could have been built up, but we are not ruling 
out the bridge is pushing out of the ground.  The approach spans are bearing in the abutment backing boards and 
the ground.  No formal bearing on the substructure.
No apparent tiebacks in place on the abutment walls. 
The substructure of this bridge is pushing out of the ground and tipping.  The piles are almost at 45 degree 
angles.  The bottom of the piles are rotating towards the stream indicating very little embedment.  
The superstructure is in poor condition with decay. 
Both pile caps are rotating with the abutments, the bearing of the superstructure is being maintained by the drift 
pins.  
No Bridge Ahead signs, Faded object markers. 

Length 57 ft, Width 10, 11 ft, and 10 plus feet clearance on stream. 
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Bridge Inspection Report
Report Summary

NBI Ratings:  9-7 Good, 6-5 Fair, 4-3 Poor, 2-1 Critical, 0-Closed

Deck # 4
Superstructure # 4
Substructure # 3
Channel # 4

Overall Condition Poor

Recommendations/Maintenance Items:

****Recommend closure and full replacement

Replace this structure immediately.
Barricade both ends of the structure to prevent use until replacement.  

Signed By:

William S. Knaack Jr., P.E. 
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Bridge Inspection Report
Photo Observations

Elevation View
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West Abutment

Bridge Inspection Report
Photo Observations
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East Abutment

Bridge Inspection Report
Photo Observations
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Gaps in backing boards and gaps between the cap and piles. 

Bridge Inspection Report
Photo Observations



W7218 Hickory Lane
Phillips, WI  54555

wm.kbis@gmail.com
715.820.0095

Bridge # 5

Page: 8 of 20

Pile cap pushed of the piles. 

Bridge Inspection Report
Photo Observations
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Pile moving independent of piles caps. 

Bridge Inspection Report
Photo Observations
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Sag in pile cap. 

Bridge Inspection Report
Photo Observations
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West approach span

Bridge Inspection Report
Photo Observations
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Damaged Railing
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Rotating pile cap. 

Bridge Inspection Report
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Crushing girders and approach span sitting on backing boards. 
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Photo Observations
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Approach span sitting on backing boards. 
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Photo Observations
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Looking West. 

Bridge Inspection Report
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Looking North. 
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Poor Deck. 
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Photo Observations
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Approach and few replaced boards. 
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Photo Observations
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Deck boards. 

Bridge Inspection Report
Photo Observations
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