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Bridge Inspection Report
General Information

The structure in this report was inspected by certified Wisconsin Department of Transportation Bridge 
Inspectors.  William S Knaack Jr.,P.E., is Program Manager, Team Leader, Fracture Critical Inspector, and 
Underwater Inspector qualified.  William S Knaack Sr, is Program Manager, Team Leader qualified.  

The bridge was inspected with trail use in mind, using normal vehicle bridge standard to determine the 
condition of the structure.  

All recommendations made in the report are also considering the use of the trail.  Trail bridges in general should 
have a load rating considering all the possible uses of the structure.  Even though the bridges may be just for 
snowmobiles, several types of vehicles may use the structure.  

KBIS, recommends as a minimum that bridge owners load rate all the structures in their inventory and post a 
single ton sign at each bridge.  It is a "insurance" policy for the owner if the bridge is damaged by a user that 
should not be using the sturcture.  Also, grooming/trail equipment is getting large every year, so bridges again 
should be rated.  

Location information/General Description:

Lat and Long:  See attached map. 

Bridge Condition

Wearing surface is covered with gravel preventing a complete inspection. 
Railing has 8 LF of damage, SE and SW corner. 
NW and SE object markers have minor damage. 
Both Bridge Ahead signs have minor damage. 
Both Caution signs have minor damage. 
Both approaches to the bridge are good. 
6 diaphragms per girder bay, good. 
Scour around both abutments
Girders have CS2 corrosion, minor rust.
Abutments are twin timber planks forming a sill, good condition.

Length 25 ft, Width 12 ft. Clearance 3+ft, 5 steel girders, 
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Bridge Inspection Report
Report Summary

NBI Ratings:  9-7 Good, 6-5 Fair, 4-3 Poor, 2-1 Critical, 0-Closed

Deck # 6
Superstructure # 7
Substructure # 6
Channel # 7

Overall Condition Fair

Recommendations/Maintenance Items:

The brush needs to be cut 4 ft away from the bridge, around the entire bridge.  It is not good for any part 
of that bridge.  Throw the brush away from the bridge not to impede the next inspection.  The brush on 
this bridge is particularly ridiculous.  Get the brush around all the signs also. 

The bridge should be cleaned annually. Keep all components clear of soil, trees, debris.  Gravel and soil 
on the deck shorten the life span of the wood greatly. 

This bridge is open to all vehicles.  The bridge needs a load rating done and signs placed to protect the user and 
Langlade County.  KBIS can do the load rating and provide the calculations and tonnage for the signs.   I have 
informed the Highway Commissioner that I am recommending to you to that this bridge needs tonnage signs for 
public safety.   

Repair railing boards on SE and SW corners. 

Grout in the bottom of the sill plates on both abutments. 

Signed By:

______________________
William S. Knaack Jr.,P.E. Date

10/6/23
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Bridge Inspection Report
Photo Observations

Looking West, damaged railing.  
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CS2 corrosion, typ. 

Bridge Inspection Report
Photo Observations
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Stacked timber sill
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Steel post staking bridge in place, all 4 corners. 
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North Bridge Ahead sign
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Looking South
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SE C2 Object marker. 
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Damage railing. 
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North Sign, minor damage. 

Bridge Inspection Report
Photo Observations
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