
Motorized Recreation Grant Application
For: (choose all that apply) Form 8700-159  (R 02/2024)

State of Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources 
dnr.wi.gov

Due Date:  April 15 
ATV/UTV Trail Aid
Snowmobile Trail Aid

Notice:  Completion of this form is required under Wisconsin Statutes 23.09(26) and 23.33.  Failure to complete this form will result in denial of 
financial assistance.  Personally identifiable information found on this form is not intended to be used for any other purpose.  The Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) may provide this information to requesters as required by Wisconsin’s Public Records law {ss. 19.31 – 19.39, Wis. Stats.}.

Instructions:  Applications may combine more than one source of funds. They may 
be submitted for consideration of traditional ATV, UTV, Snowmobile and Motorized 
Stewardship funding. Submit one copy of all forms and attachments. See Page 2 for 
necessary attachments. Send applications to your Community Services Specialist.

DNR Use Only

Category Number

Section 1:  Applicant Information
Applicant / Organization Name

Individual Authorized to Act on Behalf of Applicant per Resolution

Title

Address

City State ZIP Code 

Check Recipient: Individual other than authorized individual to act 
on behalf of the applicant. Select if the same as applicant.

Check Recipient Name (Name to Appear on Check)

Title

Address

City State ZIP Code 

Telephone Number Email Address

Section 2:  Project Information Required for all Projects
Project Title Current Funded Miles New Miles (if applicable)

County Township

N

Range
E

W

Section ¼ ¼ ¼ GPS Coordinates:
Lat.

Long.

Project Description Summary

I certify that all maintenance land use agreements are on file. 

Estimated Cost
Maintenance Acquisition Insurance Development Bridge Rehab. Trail Rehab. Total Estimated Cost

Leave Blank – DNR Use Only

Applicant Certification
Printed Name of Authorized Official Official's Title 

As the applicant's authorized official, I certify that, to the best of my knowledge, the information in this application is true and correct.

Signature of Authorized Official  Date Prepared 
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Oconto County

Chris Firgens

Forest, Parks and Recreation Adminstrator

301 Washington St

Oconto WI 54153

Oconto County Treasure

Treasure

301 Washington St

Oconto WI 54153

(920) 834-6995 chris.firgens@ocontocountywi.gov

Bridge 25 Rehab 111.43

Oconto 28 18 16
44.8971

-88.3254

Oconto County is looking to rehab bridge 25 located on the Nicolet State Trail. The decking is beginning to fail and an
inspection showed the need to replace all the decking, handrails, timber beams, and abutments due to rot and beams
beginning to fail.

Total project cost estimate: $335,000

RTP application: $100,000
ATV 50%: $ 117,500
Snow 50%: $ 117,500

 $335,000.00  $335,000.00 

Chris Firgens Forest, Parks, and Recreation Adminstrator

A-10  Oconto Bridge 25 Rehab



Motorized Recreation Grant Application
Form 8700-159  (R 02/2024)

Appendix A – Required for Bridge Rehab/Replace, New, or Reroute with New Bridge

Bridge Rehab/Replace New Bridge Reroute with new bridge

County Township

N

Range
E

W

Section ¼ ¼ ¼ GPS Coordinates:
Lat.

Long.
Water Body Name Bridge Name County Inventory Number

Funded Trail Name or Number (SNARS if applicable) Has this bridge site ever received development or rehabilitation funds 
in the past? Year:Yes No $

Bridge is located on: Private property

Public property

Old Bridge/Culvert Size

New Bridge/Culvert Size

Landowner Where Bridge is Located Telephone Number Length of Trail Use Agreement 

lbs.

lbs.

Proposed maximum load

Current maximum load Age of Bridge Bridge Material

Sponsoring Club Name Club Contact Telephone Number

(5 year 
minimum)

Do you have your trail bridges posted as to maximum load?
Yes No

What is the weight of your puller & drag/grading equipment?

What is the maximum load of the other bridges on the system if 
groomed with this bridge?

What other recreational trail uses are planned for this bridge?

If there are other Recreational uses planned, how much of the bridge cost will be paid for by non-snowmobile or non-ATV users?

Have you contacted your local DNR Water Management Specialist (WMS) regarding a permit?Yes No

Is a permit needed?  (Please provide any written correspondence from WMS.)Yes No

Have you contacted your County Zoning Dept. regarding a floodplain determination?Yes No

Will an H & H  (hydrologic and hydraulic) study be required?Yes No

Bridge Project Detailed Description

Oconto County
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Oconto 28 18 16
44.8971

-88.3254

Christie Brook 25

Nicolet State Trail - Gillett Trail 2
128'x12'
128'x12'

WI DNR (920) 834-6995 Easement Perpetual

25,000 unknown Wood deck, Steel Girders, Concrete Pilings

Gillett Snow&ATV Riders Perry Gilbertson (920) 615-5880

13,800

Unknown

ATV, Snowmobile, Non-Motorized - hiking, biking, horseback riding

RTP- $100,000

Remove existing decking down to the bridge girders. Dig back the trail base from the abutments and replace abutments.
Lay prefabricated decking panels down across the bridge. Install handrails. Trail open for summer ATV and winter Snow.



Motorized Recreation Grant Application
Form 8700-159  (R 02/2024)

Appendix A  (continued)

Summarize Costs in Appropriate Categories:

Bridge Structure

Quote 1

or

Design Weight Load

Steel Wooden

Bridge Dimensions:

Bridge Manufacturer:

 lbs.

Cost of Structure:       1.  Engineering           $

         2.  Structure                $

Subtotal    $

Quote 1

Installation Costs: Estimate

12. Other

Contractor Sponsor

1. Engineering    $

2. Site Preparation    $

3. Abutments    $

4. Pilings/Piers    $

5. Approaches    $

6. Riprap    $

7. Labor    $

8. Equipment Rental    $

9. Culverts    $

10. H & H Study    $

11. Wetland Delineation    $

$

 Subtotal  $

Total Cost $

Quote 2

Steel Wooden

 lbs.

$

$

$

Quote 2

orContractor Sponsor

Estimate

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

For the application grant, you must take the lowest of the two quotes.

Entire Deck and Railing Projects Contractor Sponsor Club

Bridge Dimensions:

 lbs.Design Weight Load

1. Materials      $

2. Labor      $

Total  $

Oconto County
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128'x12'

25,000

110,915

224,085

335,000



 
 

       STRUCTURE INSPECTION REPORT 
 

Feature On   Nicolet Trail County:   Oconto County Structure Number 
  Bridge #25 

Feature Under   Christy Brook Municipality:   Town of Gillett 

Service Feature Under   N/A Owner:   Oconto County Forest & Parks  

Location   0.29 miles north of Klaus  

  Lake Road 

Lane Count On 
  2 – bike/ped lanes (trail) 

Latitude   44°53’49.8” Traffic Pattern On   Two-way bike/ped 

Longitude   88°19’31.5” Existing Load Posting   None 

 

 

Structure Type 

Pipe/Cell/Span Type/Configuration Material 
Pipe/Cell/Span 

Width (feet) 
Opening Height 

(inches) 
Pipe/Cell Length 

1 Bridge Timber 13.3’ N/A – Very Tall 12.0’ 

2 Bridge Timber 12.4’ N/A – Very Tall 12.0’ 

3 Bridge Timber 12.8’ N/A – Very Tall 12.0’ 

4 Bridge Steel Girder 52.0’ N/A – Very Tall 12.0’ 

5 Bridge Timber 11.7’ N/A – Very Tall 12.0’ 

6 Bridge Timber 13.0’ N/A – Very Tall 12.0’ 

7 Bridge Timber 13.0’ N/A – Very Tall 12.0’ 

 
Bridge Type Structures (Information needed to complete load rating) 

Girder Size Girder Height Girder Width Web Size Flange Thickness Other 

Girder Information/Size   15.5”   8”   N/A   N/A  

Number of Girders   6 (Timber) 

  2 (Steel) 

 

Girder Spacing   4’9” – two sets 3 

Deck/Slab Thickness   2” 

Wearing Surface Material   Timber 

Channel/Waterway Observations (erosion, scour, flood/highwater, debris):  None.  
 

General Inspection Notes – Deck boards need replacing.  Railroad ties need replacing – rotted.  Pier 1 pier cap and north abutment pier 
cap are rotted and need replacing.  

 

 

NBI Condition Ratings 

NBI Rating 

Deck 4 

Superstructure 4 

Substructure 6 

Culvert N/A 

 
Inspector Information 

Team Leader Name and No. (Print) 
 Paul Fontecchio, 3523 

Team Member(s) Name(s) (Print) 
 Ryan Trzinski, 9711 

Team Leader Signature Insp. Date 
 5/7/25 

Inspection Agency 
Consultant – Robert E. Lee & Associates 

 

Total Structure Length:   128.2’ 

Total Structure Width:   12.0’ 

Structure Roadway Width:   12.0’ 

Wearing Surface Material   Timber 

Overburden   0-inches 



Major Bridge Rehab/Replacement Ranking Tool Page 1

Possible Snow ATV/UTV
Category Points Points Points

1 Condition of the Structure (max of 10 points)
 Has a certified bridge inspection report that supports the project & demonstrates need.  
Copy of report needed.   Snowmobile Funded Projects

10

 Calculation: 10 minus NBI Rating Score (0-9)   ATV Funded Projects  
Use overall NBI # if provided, or an average of the components.  Redecking projects 
should just use the deck NBI #.

10

2 Permits (maximum points 4)
 Consultation with DNR Water Mgmt Specialist has occurred & permit is likely, if needed 1
 Permit in hand / Bridge already permitted 3

3 Funding (maximum points 2)  Has an application been submitted for other funding 
  50% or greater from other funding source(s)?  (includes 50/50 Snow/ATV projects) 2
  11% - 49% from other funding source(s)? 1

4 Length of Written Easements or Land Use Agreement (max points 5)(ch. 
23.09(26)(am)1 WI Stats)
  On public land  (County, State, Federal) 5
  10 or more year deeded easement on private land or other public land, for all portions of 
that trail to the nearest road on each side of the bridge

5

  3-9 year deeded easement on private land or other public land, for all portions of that 
trail to the nearest road on each side of the bridge

4

  10 or more year deeded easement on private land or other public land, for just the bridge 
site

3

  3-9 deeded easement on private land or other public land, for just the bridge site 2
  10 or more year land use agreement (LUA, not deeded) on private land or other public 
land

1

  3-9 year land use agreement (LUA, not deeded) on private land or other public land 0
5 Miles Impacted – How many miles will need to rerouted if the structure is not replaced?  

Measured from nearest intersection on both sides of the bridge.  (max 4 points) 

  Less than 20 miles  Snowmobile Funded Projects 1
  20 miles or more  Snowmobile Funded Projects 3
  No other snowmobile trails connect.  Snowmobile Funded  Explain: 4
  For ATV/UTV projects, describe the relocation (on routes?  Trail?)  Include sketch/map

6 If ATV/UTV, Seasons of Use   (max 3 points) 
  Year-Round or Summer Only ATV/UTV Trail 3
  Winter Only ATV/UTV Trail 1

DEDUCTIONS
7 County Active Project Deduction (maximum deduction 1 point)  A snowmobile active 

project is one that has exceeded it's initial grant period.
  Two or more active projects - deduct 1 point -1

GRAND TOTAL

Guidelines for Applicant
Complete this form for each bridge structure you are submitting a grant application for.  Provide any additional documents not requested on 
application checklist to substantiate your points, including actual deeded easements.

This ranking tool is used for both Snowmobile and ATV/UTV Trail Aids programs, though each program may score things differently.  If you 
are seeking funding from BOTH programs for a dual use bridge, please score ALL questions

BridgeRank

6

3

2

5

3

19















Aerial with Wetlands

Bridge 25
Oconto County

Service Layer Credits:
DNR Basic Feature VTL (WTM): Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, GIS Section, Latest Leaf Off: ,
Surface Water (Cached):  WiDNR, USGS, and other data, Wetland Inventory NWI (Dynamic): Calvin Lawrence,
Dennis Weise, Nina Rihn´

Date Printed: 1/27/2026 8:46 AM

Map
    Location

Town Hall Rd

N
E
lm

A
veJohn Ln

2nd
St

W Park St

W 4th St

S
E
lm

A
v e

K
la
u
s
La
ke

R
d

O
ak

A
ve

Pine St

22

S a v a g e L a k e

E 4th St

E R
ailr
oad

St

E 1st S
t

32

Notes:

Map projection: NAD 1983 HARN Wisconsin TM

Legend: (some map layers may not be displayed)

This map is a product generated by a DNR web mapping application.
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accuracy of information before using for any purpose. By using this product for any purpose user agrees to be bound by all disclaimers found here: https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/legal.
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Oconto County Forest, 
Parks, and Recreation
Bridge #25 Inspection

5/7/2025



Looking north



Looking north



Looking north



Looking north



Looking north



Looking north



Looking south



Looking south, east side of bridge



Looking south, west side of bridge



Looking east between N. Abut. & Pier 6



Looking east between N. Abut. & Pier 6



Looking east between Pier 6 and Pier 5



Looking east between Pier 5 and Pier 4



Looking west between Pier 4 and N. Abut.



Looking east between S. Abut. & Pier 3



Looking SE between S. Abut. & Pier 1



Looking east between Pier 1 & Pier 2



Looking NE between Pier 2 and Pier 3



Looking SW between S. Abut. & Pier 1



Looking west between Pier 1 & Pier 2



Looking NW between Pier 2 and Pier 3



Looking north at underside of bridge at Pier 2



Looking at S. Abut. west side



Looking at south abutment



Rotted 8’ x 8” RR tie at south abutment



Looking at S. Abut. East side



South end of bridge – rotted 8” x 8” RR ties



South end of bridge – rotted 8” x 8” RR ties



Looking north from south abutment



Looking up at Pier 3 (north side)



Pier 3 detail west side at girders



Looking up at Pier 3 (north side)



Pier 3 detail east side at girders



Pier 3 east side – note tree removal



Pier 4 looking north



Pier 4 looking north 



N. Abut. Pier cap rotted



North end of bridge – rotted 8” x 8” RR ties



North end of bridge – rotted 8” x 8” RR ties



Looking south from N. Abut.



North end of bridge looking south – rotted 8” x 8” RR ties



N. Abut. pier cap rotted



Looking north at N. Abut.



Looking south at Pier 5



Looking south at Pier 5



Looking up (south) at Pier 4



Looking up (south) at Pier 4 detail



Looking up (south) at Pier 3



Looking NE at Pier 5



Looking up (east) at Pier 4



Looking (south) at rotted 8” x 8” RR ties
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