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YCC Individual Focus Opportunity 

What:  Each YCC delegate will identify a conservation topic or outdoor skill they would like to learn more 

about.  This will be a self-driven focus project, supported by the YCC coordinator and YCC mentors.  

The YCC Oversight Committee will receive updates on projects throughout the year.  This project 

should reflect an interest, or a topic/field each YCC delegate wants to explore further.   

Why:    Youth participating in the YCC focus opportunity will gain valuable knowledge related to natural 

resource management, advocacy, leadership, and outdoor skills.   

How:   YCC delegates will work with the YCC Coordinator to develop a plan to: 

• Identify a learning goal and project 

• Connect with partners and identify a timeline 

• Share experience  

Following initial plan development, the YCC coordinator will assist youth in developing a timeline 

and connect youth with DNR staff and other partners.  All projects will be unique, and the time 

commitment for each project will vary based on the interest and availability of each YCC delegate. 

YCC delegates may check with their school district to see if an independent credit option exists for 

this type of focus project.  (All school districts have unique requirements for independent study 

projects) 

When: The project timeline will run from September 1st through August 31st each year.   

September through November – Identify a learning goal and submit a proposal to the YCC 

Coordinator. 

December through April – YCC delegates will gather information, meet with partners, complete 

hands on learning activities, participate in field days, and ultimately plan a virtual, written or           

in-person skill sharing opportunity to present to YCC peers. 

May – Present final projects/learning at the WCC Convention.  Presentations can be a poster, photo 

display or video. 

Think about why you joined the YCC… 

This individual focus opportunity is designed to help guide you as you explore your  

conservation interests and set a yearly learning goal.  You will be supported in this  

focus opportunity by mentors, partners and the YCC Coordinator.   



Ask yourself—what do you want to learn and how will you learn it?  Is 

this learning goal something you can accomplish in a short amount of 

time, or will it be an extended project?  Talk with your mentor and the 

YCC Coordinator to review your plans and discuss additional ideas to 

support your project. 

 

Identify individuals or groups that can help you with your focus 

opportunity.  Will you have one or more partners?  Do you plan to work 

with DNR staff, conservation professionals, non-profit conservation 

groups, your school, or others?  Develop a timeline to guide your project  

and work towards your goal.  

How do you plan to share what you have learned?  This part of the 

project is important because it provides an opportunity for others to 

learn from your experiences.  Sharing can happen in a variety of ways - 

be creative.  Photographs or video are always helpful in telling your 

story.  Projects will be shared with your peers, the YCC Oversight 

Committee and the WI Conservation Congress. 

 Individual Study 

This is a broad category and can include any conservation topic you want to learn more about, 

explore or research further. This category could also include reading a book related to 

conservation. 

 Leadership 

Are you interested in sharing your skills with others as an instructor or mentor?  Options include 

presenting to a class or organization, becoming a junior hunters safety instructor, teaching an 

outdoor skill, or other leadership based project.  

 Skill Building 

Do you want to learn archery skills, or learn how to fish or hunt?  In this category, you could also 

gain skills related to wildlife photography, wild edible plant identification, or similar outdoor skills. 

 Career Exploration 

Spend time learning about conservation careers by job shadowing a conservation professional. 

YCC Individual Focus Opportunity - Steps to Success 

Step 1: Choose a category 

Step 3:  Connect with partners and develop timeline 

Step 4: Share your experience 

Step 2: Identify a learning goal and project 



Where do I start? 

What was the main reason you joined the YCC?  Did you want to learn a new skill?  Enjoy outdoor 

activities with friends and mentors?  Explore conservation careers?  Participate in hands-on habitat 

projects?  Develop leadership skills? 

Think about a topic or career you want to explore or a new skill you would like to develop.  It can be 

anything related to conservation in Wisconsin.  If you are just starting out, make it a small attainable goal.   

You can always talk to your mentor or the YCC Coordinator for help generating ideas.  

I’m busy with school, sports, work and extra curricular activities and I don’t have a lot of 

extra time.  How big of a commitment is this?   

As a YCC delegate, we want you to learn and grow through your connection to conservation.  This 

individual focus opportunity can be as big or small as you want it to be.  It can span one day or several 

months.  

Ultimately, we want you to identify a learning goal and find a way to share what you have learned.  Steps 

outlined in the process will help guide your way.  

 

What if I don’t complete my learning goal? 

There is no penalty for not completing the Individual Focus Opportunity.   

As a YCC delegate you have unique access and support to participate in some amazing conservation 

experiences.  The goal of this opportunity is to give you a chance to expand your knowledge and skills 

related to conservation.   The YCC Coordinator will help you along the way.  Don’t hesitate to reach out.   

YCC Individual Focus Opportunity - Frequently asked questions 

I don’t have personal connections with any conservation professionals or organizations.  

Will you help me find partners? 

After you identify your learning goal, the YCC Coordinator and your mentor will work with you to identify 

local or statewide partners.   

Do I have to give a presentation to share what I have learned? 

Giving a presentation online or in person is one way to share your experience, but there are many other 

options.  Feel free to be creative!  You could put together a short video, photo collage, poster, written 

description of your experience, or plan a hands-on field day or demonstration for other YCC delegates.  





Poster example:  



Poster example:  


